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Friday Flyer 
Friday 16th October 2026 

 

Headteacher Update 
What a lovely week we have had!  Mrs Adamson and her beautiful baby, Leo, popped in 
to see us all yesterday lunchtime and the children were so excited to meet little Leo.  I 
thought you would all like to see a picture of him - he is adorable! 
 
Leo and Mrs Adamson were not our only visitors in school this week as we also 
welcomed our Reception parents to our Harvest Festival.  As I said to the parents at the 
end of the performance, it felt like such a joyful experience to hear the children sing so 
beautifully and we felt so proud of them all.  Our Year 2 readers did an excellent job of 
explaining the work of The People’s Kitchen who were so grateful to receive our 
donations.  Thank you so, so much to everyone who donated - your generosity blew the 
charity workers away when they came to collect the donations.   

 
 
We have had yet more sporting success this week with our Y3 
and 4 children excelling in their cross country event at Mowden 
and our Year 5 & 6 boys winning their district tournament 
which means that they will go on to represent South West 
Northumberland in the county finals after Christmas.  Exciting 
times for us as we now have both our girls’ team and our boys’ 
team representing South West Northumberland in the finals! 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, I am so proud to share the news that we have retained our flagship status with the Inclusion Quality Mark for the 
5th year.  Inclusion is at the heart of everything we do at our school and it is wonderful to have that formally recognised 
and celebrated.  Our assessor shared the following in her report: 
 
The staff at Ponteland Primary are unwavering in their commitment to 
inclusion, and work tirelessly to constantly review and improve their already 
excellent practice. The dedication shown to providing the best possible 
outcomes for every pupil, in every aspect of their school experience, was 
overwhelmingly clear in discussions with all staff on the day of assessment. 
Children speak enthusiastically about their school, and the warmth and 
confidence with which they greet, and are greeted by, every member of staff 
is testament to the supportive, inclusive practice which is at the heart of this 
school. As one parent told me, when she drops her child off, “it feels like he’s 
with a family.” This school continues to move from strength to strength in its 
inclusive practice. 
 
Best wishes,  
 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & Wellbeing 
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At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95–100% attendance) have 30% higher odds 
of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to similar pupils who attend 
90–95% of the time.  
 
Please work with us to help your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school. 
 

Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery Acorn 96.5% 

Reception Chestnut 96.3% 3 Pine 99.4% 

Reception Pinecone 98.3% 4 Alder 100% 

1 Holly 95.0% 4 Yew 98.0% 

1 Ash 93.7% 5 Oak 99.0% 

2 Sycamore 98.3% 5 Beech 99.4% 

2 Willow 99.3% 6 Elm 99.0% 

3 Maple 92.7% 6 Birch 96.8% 

 

Whole school 
(cumulative from Sept) 

97.1% 
 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution - Below National Average 

90% - 91.9% Cause for Concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 

Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15 am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be 
ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s education.  
Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55 am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time 
is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as 
phonics. 
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CAREER FACTS 

 
Electric Cars 

Did you know? The North East is a major centre for electric vehicle and battery manufacturing. The 
region has 44% of England's employment in battery and accumulator manufacturing. 

 

💭 Talk about it at home: What do you think cars might look like in 20 years? 

 

Career of the week… 
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This Week in Nursery 

Our nursery children have been working together and getting creative while  learning all about conkers as we 
make our very own natural conker soap! 

The children were involved in every step of the process — mashing, pouring, sieving and mixing. This 
hands-on activity is a wonderful way to develop fine motor skills, explore textures and smells, and learn about 
how natural materials can be used in everyday life and  have lots of fun getting messy along the way!  

 

 

Mrs Kenyon 
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This Week in Reception 

Happy Friday to all of our Reception families! This week has been packed with exciting learning, starting with 
phonics where the children have been introduced to our very first digraph ck, along with the new sounds e, u, 
and r, as they practice the vital first stages of reading through independent sounding out and blending. Linked 
to our lovely key text, The Little Red Hen, the children got stuck into a range of busy jobs, including mixing and 
kneading yogurt and flour to make their own bread, constructing story scenes using LEGO and small world 
figures, and matching sounded-out CVC words to the correct graphemes. Over in maths, we focused on 
accurate touch counting, learning that arranging objects into a clear line—rather than a messy pile—helps us 
count correctly, even helping "Betty" and "Counting Crow" spot and fix all their silly mistakes! Finally, a huge 
well done to the children for their fantastic singing during our Harvest Festival; we hope you enjoyed watching 
their performance, and we extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone for your generous donations to The 
People's Kitchen.  

 

 

Mrs Wilds & Miss Storey 
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This Week in Year 1 

What a fantastic week in Year 1! In English we have been exploring poetry and our senses. We explored the 
outdoor area collecting ideas for our senses poems and yesterday we wrote them. We remembered to use 
brilliant adjectives for the crackling fire, whistling wind and crunchy leaves. In computing, we explored the role 
of technology in our everyday lives and in maths, the children made great strides constructing number 
sentences using the ‘+’ and ‘=’ symbols. We also loved seeing their fantastic fine motor skills in action during 
Rainbow Challenges as they crafted paper pumpkins. 

Mrs Tailford, Mrs Rogers and Mrs Blyth 
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This Week in Year 2 
 

This week, Year 2 have been practising logging on to the Chromebooks using their personal logins. We’ve 

talked about what the internet is and how it helps us to access the world wide web. We revisited our rules of 

using the Chromebooks and internet safely and we signed a whole class agreement. We had a great time 

learning about how to visit different BBC pages. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Massey and Mrs Nowosielska 
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This Week in Year 3 
 
This week, Year 3 has been practicing different knots. We have recently been considering how to make a den 
and the resources we would need. Analysing some different examples of dens, we noticed some looked really 
sturdy while others could have been stronger. One thing we noticed was the ones that were stronger in 
appearance also had rope which tied materials and logs together.  
​
We explored a piece of rope to consider some of its properties - flexibility, strength and thickness. ​
We then tried different ways of tying. It was definitely a real challenge!  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Tailford and Miss Mears 
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This Week in Year 4 

This week, Year 4 wrapped up their hands-on science unit on electricity by putting their learning into action. 

Demonstrating impressive teamwork and problem-solving, the pupils worked collaboratively to build their very 

own working switches using paper clips, split pins and cardboard to complete a full electrical circuit. It was 

fantastic to see them support one another, testing their ideas and observing firsthand how opening and closing 

a switch controls the flow of power!    

 

                    

 

 

 

                  

Mrs Bell and Miss Davis 
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This Week in Year 5 
 

 Quizzes Whizzes!   
 

In computing this half term, we have been working on online quizzes through a 
new piece of software we are using across school called Purple Mash. the 
children accessed the 2Quiz application and spent time designing and building 
their own quizzes. 
 
The children built quizzes around a set of given questions, used question formatting to develop their own quiz 
structures and also built their own exciting online quizzes based around a subject of their choice. They added 
title screens, pictures and employed a range of question types to make their quizzes as fun and interactive as 
possible. As well as the designing stage, children have also been learning how to debug and troubleshoot their 
work and the work of others. 
 

 
 

Mr McCourt and Mr Orme 
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This Week in Year 6 

This half term, Year 6 have been coding in their computing lessons. Learning to use Python was a real 
challenge, as it was nothing like the programming we’d tried before, but we did a great job comprehending this 
complex language. In the last two weeks they moved on to programming microbits, in preparation for our 
exciting DT project next week. It’s amazing how many different ways a tiny piece of equipment can light up, 
and it was great fun choosing how to personalise them.   

 

                                         

 

 

Miss Allan and Mrs Main            
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Dates for Your Diary in 2026/2027 

 

  

Tue 20th October 2026 Yr 6 Trip  - Packed lunches NOT needed  

Thur 22nd Oct 2026 
Halloween Disco Rec/Year1 & Year 2 in school time 
Halloween Disco - Year 3 & Year 4 - after school until 4.30pm 
Halloween Raffle Drawn 

Fri 23rd October 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils) 

W.C. 26th Oct 2026 Half Term 

Mon 2nd Nov 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils) 

Tue 3rd Nov 2026 School Resumes 

Mon 23rd Nov 2026 Flu Immunisation Day 

Wed 25th Nov 2026 Individual Photo Day 

Fri 18th Dec 2026 Last day of school - 1.30pm finish  

Mon 4th Jan 2027 School Resumes 
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Opal Needs You!  

 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear-out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If 

you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office: 

 

●​ Footballs 

●​ Wellies                                          

●​ Waterproofs                              

●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​            

●​ Toy trucks/cars 

●​ Dressing up items 

●​ Metal pots and pans 

●​ Children’s Gardening Tools 

●​ Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 

 

 

 

After School Club Needs You! 

 

We would love to take any of these off you:       

                  

●​ Loom Bands 

●​ Comics 

●​ Beads 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexSNXSIFDwdQYJL51_DVuvPiRYmn1unqdPtlELYW7A5o-vYA/viewform
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QDK6H5WF
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Can you help the Friends of Ponteland Primary School? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.   
 
Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place 
which underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 
     

                        

  

Mrs Johnson  

(Head Teacher) 

Lead DSL 

Mrs Wright 

(Family & Behaviour Support Adviser)  

Deputy DSL 

 

Miss Dinning 

(Deputy Head Teacher) 

Deputy DSL  
 

 
 


