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Friday Flyer

Friday 2nd October 2026

Headteacher Update

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been helping the children understand the importance of allergy
awareness and safety in school. You will no doubt have heard in the press about Benedict’s Law which came
into force this September for all schools. With a number of children having allergies in our school, this is
something we fully back. Every member of staff has completed training in allergy safety and we have
purchased spare adrenaline auto-injectors which are accessible in the case of any severe reaction. In
assemblies this week and last, the children and | have explored what an allergy is and how we can ensure
school is safe and inclusive for anyone who has an allergy. The children shared very thoughtful and considered
ideas and are part of the team making sure school is safe for everyone.

| have exciting news to share as this morning in assembly we celebrated our incredible Y6 girls’ football team
who took the Pele Trust Y6 football tournament by storm yesterday. Captained by Sadie, and with a very early
first goal from Luna, the team was unbeaten with a total of 12 goals scored by the girls across the tournament,
with each player contributing to that number, and no goals conceded thanks to the talent of Mia-Lily in goal.
Mr Tailford said the girls were by far and away the strongest team and so it’s no surprise that many of them
have signed with professional football clubs, with Amelie, Tilly and Mia-Lily joining Sunderland, Rosie playing
for Durham and Lucia joining the ranks at Newcastle. The talent doesn’t stop in Y6 however, as we also have
two Durham footballers in Y4 with Ada and Bronte both recently signing for the team. When | was talking to
the Y6 girls earlier about the tournament, they said that the best part is seeing the girls from the other schools
and feeling like they’re part of something. If yesterday’s performance is anything to go by | think they could
well be part of a future Lioness’s team! Well done girls, we are very proud of you all.

i

Best wishes,
Claire Johnson
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Safeguarding & Wellbeing

At The Natlonol Collage, our WakeUpWednesdoy guides empowsr and equip parents, corers and educators with the confidence ond procticod skifls to be able to have infermed ocnd age-oppropriate
conversations with ehildren about online salety. mantal health and wellbeing, and climote change. Formary defivered by Netional Online Saotety, thees guides now oddress wider (opices and themes.
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For further guides, hints and tips, please visit natienalcollage com.

"\ What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

- FORTNITE

-

ALWAYS ONLINE

Thare's no single=player, of fline mode in

Fortnite; it con only bo ploysd onling. Intomet
access can sommetimes be anissue when you'ie
oul ond about, both in terms of connectivity ond
using up data. Yeu may find thot dedicated,
young Fortnite ployers are olten less enthusiastic
about family tima or trips away - such asdays
out and holkdays —than you might expect.

IN-GAME COSTS N ¥

Fortnite Is free to download and play, but

it does affer various odaditional purchases -
limited-time cosmetic 'skins', music trocks,
LEGO terre, arvd boltle posses. Childran can

feel pressured to spend maney on V-Bucks — thie
in-gamea currency — toavaid missing aut,

Pt cubery as exehisive [tems ratate fraguantly.
Some item s oy not returm to the store for
years, while Bottie Poss rewards ore aften “gone
when they're gone”.
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VIRTUAL VIOLENCE PG‘"'

There's no avoiding Erhak Fortnite s
about shooting other players to eliminata

them from the contest, That sold, there's no
bloed or gore, The vialenca |s rendered ina
cortoonish stybe; ond thers ore frequent combcal
touches to lighten the mood, such os
mini-games ond amotes. Guns ond othar
weapoens often losk and behove realistically, so
discretion 1s advised. Past seasans have
introduced choracters and references from
mature franchizes ke The Witcher and Halo,
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updates, and offers practicd| safety tips to help address them. T,

With awar 650 million registared users, Fortnite remains ona of tha most played and discussed online

WHAT ARE ’ games globally. Known for its vibrant graphics, fast-poced gameplay, and cultural erossovers with
everything from music artists to superhero franchises, the game continues to capture the attention of
RISKS? 5 3 .
-IHE young people. This guide outlines the risks trusted adults need to know about, including game

ol

CROSSPLAY AND
PARTY CHAT

Fartnite is pﬂl’nll‘ll wikth ﬂ}ﬂhy gﬂl’\"—ﬂ“ of various
dges. Crostplay allows Fiends to play with sach
other, regardiess of whather they're on on Xbox,
#layStation, Nintendo Switch or PC, whilathe
Farty Chat featurs allows them o talk to zach
other duting the game. This con put youngsters.
ol risk of exposure Lo strangers, Inappropriate
languoge, ond cyberbulfying

A VA
FREQUENT UPDATES

s | Feleases ntrad map h
changes, gormeploy mechanics, and
cosmeatics, Gngoing updotes can incrense
screen time and potential for obasssion o3
chiidren try to unikock rewands before the season
ends, These reguiar ranewsls haip to haid
ployers” intesest, but also give young gamers
plenty of reosons to keep coming Back. seasons
of ten chonge thermat lealky.

o o -

POP CULTURE
REFERENCES &

Part of Forinite's oppeal Is e ongeing
crossovers with othar popuior franchises,
ranglng from flime and TV shows ke Power
Rangers ond Avotar: The Last Airbender, bo
zomic book characters including Botman, Gther
tollaborations with series, artists, and
influencers may expose childien to muskc,
language, or ideas that are more suitable for
older oudiences,

DISCUSS SAFE SOCIAL INTERACTION f @

Talk with children abaul wio they're playing with enline. Coordinate ploy m‘%u
tirme with the ¢ hild's friencs for socialisation and sofely in numbers. Encourage

thaem to ovojd privote voices chats with strangers and ramind them not to share
pereanal Infarrnation. s real-ifs examples to sxplain potential rsks and remind
them thatif they see something concerning, they shiould tell o trasted adult.

el

SET SPENDING LIMITS =" o

Fortnite’s rotating store is o not-so-subtis machanism far coocing players b
o buying sought-oiter items hafore they dizoppear for weaks or months.

This could J=ad to surprise franzactions on bank cards # children are templed imo
an impulse purchase. Parents could conslder gatting a prepaid card for the child or
ansuring that purehosss raguive adult autharisation: This can ba dons thraugh
parentaol seitings on a cansole or decoiint settings in the Epic Games app an #C,

F a . l‘.
Meet Our Expert

Uoyel Conmbes i an expefenced trealonee witer and hos been working in
the garming ond tech industry for seven years. A regulor visftor to the A
S1ofe 1o try sut new tools, Ne's oleo @ parent and therefore underatonds the
importance of anline safety, He's alee atech and (tness writer and hos been
published at sites including KGN, TechRodar, and planty mars.
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I3 /wuwthenationalcollege

X @wake_up_weds

ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

Fertnite ate offe re spllt-sereen gomeplay, meaning thet two people cen ploy ’
simultoneously on the same consels o computer, This san be o good option lor

sl lings or for when a child's friends visit, but it aken offars an opportunity for
parentd to da sarmelhing fun wilh thels child, while making sure they're playing

the gome safaely. Who knows? You might suen twach them o thing or twal

BE WARY OF SCAMS

Thaimmanse popularity of Fortnits with younger audisncas - thot are genenally
maore trusting — means there's no shortoge of scammiérs looking to froudulently
abtoin posswords ond other personal data through techniques like phishing. As
the devalopers paint outon mony of Fertnite's loading screens, they never azkfora
playar's account password outside of the game, Maka sure ony Young ployar
knows this,

The
National
College’

@ @wakeupwednesday d @wake.upweds

Users of this guide da so ot thelr avwn discretion. Na liability is enbered into. Current o5 of the dote of rel=ase: 22 10,2028
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At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95—100% attendance) have 30% higher odds
of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to similar pupils who attend
90-95% of the time.

Please work with us to help your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school.

Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery Acorn 97.7%
Reception Chestnut 96.3% 3 Pine 97.4%
Reception Pinecone 4 Alder 96.3%
1 Holly 4 Yew 96.3%
1 Ash 97.0% 5 Oak
2 Sycamore 5 Beech
2 Willow 97.3% 6 Elm
3 Maple - 6 Birch
Whole school 97.2%
95% - 97.9% Good Attendance
92% - 94.9 Caution - Below National Average
90% - 91.9% Cause for Concern

Absence Procedures
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone

call or email before 9.15 am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be
ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s education.
Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55 am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time
is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as
phonics.
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CAREER FACT

& Artificial Intelligence

Did you know? There are around 8,400 jobs connected to Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the North East.
Al is being used in areas such as healthcare, manufacturing, energy and technology.

{3 Talk about it at home: What do you think Al might help people do in the future?

EEEFH%’ ~ | Ashley Davenport

WWEEK Teaching Laboratory Technician

Ashley looks after a teaching laboratory and prepares all the
resources students need for their chemistry experiments. She is

f 1 and self-motivated and has lots of tasks to complete
each day, keeplng the lab running smoothly even when there are
no students around. Ashley is a communicator and works with
students and teachers to understand what everyone needs for their
experiments.

Li=sd | gL BRI T or R, BT
Nard-workKing LOmmunicatol SElr-Mmotivated

P
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Opal Needs You!

We would love to receive footballs that
are still in good condition

Please chat to your child before making any donations to help them
understand that the footballs will be shared and won’t belong to
them.

Thank you!
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This Week in Nursery

This week in phonics, we have been learning the nursery rhyme Humpty Dumpty. We’ve had lots of fun exploring
rhyming words and listening carefully to the sounds in the rhyme.

We then put our fine motor skills to the test by helping Humpty Dumpty get back together again. Using plasters, the
children carefully repaired Humpty, developing their hand strength, coordination and control.

Mrs Kenyon
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This Week in Reception

Another brilliant week from hard working Reception, completing their first week of jobs, learning new sounds
in phonics and even sounding and blending words! We read The Leaf Thief together and our provision this
week has been closely linked to the change into our current season. We have discussed the Autumn signs
around us including the colours and what is different in our woods.

In maths we have been practising our understanding of repeating patterns, and have used natural resources in
the woods to create our own. In PE the children have been developing their directional change skills, and
dodging, playing shark tag. We have finished off the week with a well deserved disco in the woods!

Mrs Wilds & Miss Storey
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This Week in Year 1

What a busy and brilliant week in Year 1! In phonics, the children have been super detectives as we began
learning our Phase 5 alternative digraphs, discovering new ways to spell familiar sounds. Outdoor learning took
on a mathematical twist during our Forest School session, where we explored 'more than' and 'less than' using
natural treasures like twigs and leaves. We also introduced the important safety message 'Clever Never Goes',
helping the children understand how to stay safe around people they don't know both online and out in the
community. To wrap up our week, our imaginations have been soaring as we innovated story maps, creating
our very own stories inspired by 'Where to Hide a Star' by Oliver Jeffers.

Mrs Tailford, Mrs Rogers and Mrs Blyth




{-;«, oty Yy Schen TRUST

This Week in Year 2

This week, Year 2 pupils have been diving into fire safety! The children engaged in debates, using lots of oracy
skills, about important safety rules, thoughtfully discussing which ones matter most and sharing their reasons
why. They then put their new knowledge to work by designing eye-catching fire safety posters to showcase
everything they learned.

F*q—— ——
Rt Yt Fire pacen)
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Fie

Mr Massey and Mrs Nowosielska
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This Week in Year 3

In History this week, Year 3 have been travelling back to the Stone Age to explore how human life transformed
from the Mesolithic to the Neolithic era. The children investigated the dramatic shift from nomadic
hunter-gatherer lifestyles to the birth of early farming and permanent settlements. We compared how the
development of agriculture allowed prehistoric communities to build fixed homes, grow crops, and keep
livestock, completely changing how people lived day-to-day. Maple and Pine impressed us with their brilliant
historical enquiry skills and insightful discussions - do ask them at home whether they would have preferred
living in a Mesolithic shelter or a Neolithic village!

Mr Tailford and Miss Mears
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This Week in Year 4

Year 4 has been completely captivated by Brian Patten’s The Monster Slayer over the past few week!
Throughout this exciting tale, the children have been flexing their reading muscles, using keen inference skills
to uncover hidden details, analysing how the author builds spine-tingling suspense, and making brilliant
predictions about what might happen next.

Today, they reached the thrilling conclusion and mapped out the story’s key moments. The children were so
enthralled with Beowulf's legendary adventures that the only disappointment was reaching the final page, they
were truly sad to see it end!

Mrs Bell and Miss Davis
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This Week in Year 5 L

{
This half-te rm,

= All Work and No Play!S= e

text Street

. . . . . Child' by Berlie
This week, we continued to build on the writing skills we developed last week. | Doherty,

The children took the lead in their own research, finding out about the harsh \
realities of child labour during the Victorian era.

Armed with their new knowledge, they put their report-writing skills to the test, explaining the types of work
children as young as five were expected to do, the dangers they faced, and how child labour eventually came
to an end. It was fascinating to see them combine their research with their writing skills to produce informative
reports about such an important part of history.

After learning about the long hours, dangerous conditions and tough lives faced by Victorian children, we think
it’s fair to say that school doesn’t seem quite so bad after all!

Mr McCourt and Mr Orme
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This Week in Year 6

Year 6 pupils have kicked off their new PE unit with boundless energy, enjoying the first of three specialist
rugby sessions. Perfectly complementing their current topic on invasion games, this initial workshop
introduced core handling drills, tactical positioning, and fast-paced team challenges. The coach was thoroughly
impressed by the children's fantastic enthusiasm and resilience as they embraced new skills right from the
start. With two more sessions to look forward to, Year 6 are already demonstrating outstanding sportsmanship
and setting a brilliant standard on the pitch!
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PIC-COLLAGE

Miss Allan and Mrs Main
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Dates for Your Diary in 2026/2027

Tue 20th October 2026 | Yr 6 Trip - Packed lunches NOT needed

Fri 23rd October 2026 | Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils)

W.C. 26th Oct 2026 Half Term

Mon 2nd Nov 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils)

Tue 3rd Nov 2026 School Resumes

Mon 23rd Nov 2026 Flu Immunisation Day

Wed 25th Nov 2026 Individual Photo Day

Fri 18th Dec 2026 Last day of school - 1.30pm finish

Mon 4th Jan 2027 School Resumes
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Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear-out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If
you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office:

Footballs

Wellies

Waterproofs

Barbies/dolls

Toy trucks/cars

Dressing up items

Metal pots and pans

Children’s Gardening Tools

Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc

After School Club Needs You!

We would love to take any of these off you:

e Loom Bands
e Comics
e Beads




{ﬂb Ponteland Primary School 'I' PELE

,—— Excellence For All HUST

PRE-LOVED
SCHOOL UNIFORM

té

Do you have Ponteland Primary School uniform in GOOD
condition that your child no longer wears but could be
worn by someone else in our school community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable
uniform via the donation basket in reception.

Looking for uniform?

Follow this link to let us know what you're looking

R

for. Uniform will be delivered to your child’s class.

Voluntary contributions to the FPPS are welcnmed.
Donate he

u_-._-_-.-.n

/“‘
| '\ {n—b Friends of
\".I/ Ponteland Primary School



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexSNXSIFDwdQYJL51_DVuvPiRYmn1unqdPtlELYW7A5o-vYA/viewform
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QDK6H5WF
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PRE-LOVED
& SCHOOL UNIFORM

m==s—av
' N
v/ Yes please X No thank you
No frayed or
ripped items

No stained
items

No grey items
needed at
this time

HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Please donate your pre-loved, good condition
PPS uniform via the donation basket in

reception. ’

('\ {ﬂ)’ Friends of

‘V/ Ponteland Primary School
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Gotanitch?
Tummytrouble? &4 2
Tickly cough?

Head to your
local pharmacy.

Did you know?
Pharmacists across

UTI's non pregnant women 16-64 years

the Morth East and Shingles 18 years+

MNorth Cumbria can d e

offer advice and FREE |I‘I1Pl"'.'lgﬂ 1 '_'!l"'{:}':—“-'_

treatment for a wide i i

range of commén Sore throat - years+

canditions®= just kg Sinusitis 12 years+

having a prescription e .

from your GP! Infected insect bites 1 year+

Please ask your Earache 1toc 1/ years

pharmacy team *Additional conditions can-be treated, without the need to visit a GF, under
for more details. the minor allments scheme. Please ask your pharmacist for more detalls.

Go to your local community pharmacy (chemist)
about your illness and they will offer advice.

If needed, you will be offered treatment and

if you qualify, this will be given free of charge.

A suitable medicine may be offered to you.*
*You qualify for free treatment if you de not pay for your prescriptions.

Find further information at:
www.thinkpharmacyfirst.health (HELP |




{ﬂb Ponteland Primary School

,—— Excellence For All

Can you help the Friends of Ponteland Primary School?

Ways you can help...

Are you employed by one of the biggest employers in
the North East who offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you paid time away from work to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today to see if theres a
way to help!

Do you have time available to help plan, organise, set up, clean
up and be a volunteer at our many fundraising events
throughout the year? We appreciate any available time, even if
just for one event. Please contact us on
pontelandpta@gmail.com

We understand that time is not something everyone has to offer and
we are often asked about the ability to make regular or one off cash
donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference ‘Donation’along with your
name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

S.C: 20-59-61

Do you have a skillset that could help the School PTA?
Marketing, PR, Graphic design, finance, events planning, social
media and so many more skills are valuable to us. This may be

offered as your time or as feedback to what you see and
experience from the PTA.
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.

Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place
which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson Mrs Wright
(Head Teacher) (Family & Behaviour Support Adviser)
Lead DSL Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning
(Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL




