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Friday Flyer 
Friday 2nd October 2026 

 

Headteacher Update 

 

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been helping the children understand the importance of allergy 
awareness and safety in school.  You will no doubt have heard in the press about Benedict’s Law which came 
into force this September for all schools.  With a number of children having allergies in our school, this is 
something we fully back.  Every member of staff has completed training in allergy safety and we have 
purchased spare adrenaline auto-injectors which are accessible in the case of any severe reaction.  In 
assemblies this week and last, the children and I have explored what an allergy is and how we can ensure 
school is safe and inclusive for anyone who has an allergy.  The children shared very thoughtful and considered 
ideas and are part of the team making sure school is safe for everyone. 
 
I have exciting news to share as this morning in assembly we celebrated our incredible Y6 girls’ football team 
who took the Pele Trust Y6 football tournament by storm yesterday.  Captained by Sadie, and with a very early 
first goal from Luna, the team was unbeaten with a total of 12 goals scored by the girls across the tournament, 
with each player contributing to that number, and no goals conceded thanks to the talent of Mia-Lily in goal.  
Mr Tailford said the girls were by far and away the strongest team and so it’s no surprise that many of them 
have signed with professional football clubs, with Amelie, Tilly and Mia-Lily joining Sunderland, Rosie playing 
for Durham and Lucia joining the ranks at Newcastle.  The talent doesn’t stop in Y6 however, as we also have 
two Durham footballers in Y4 with Ada and Bronte both recently signing for the team.  When I was talking to 
the Y6 girls earlier about the tournament, they said that the best part is seeing the girls from the other schools 
and feeling like they’re part of something.  If yesterday’s performance is anything to go by I think they could 
well be part of a future Lioness’s team!  Well done girls, we are very proud of you all. 
 

 
 
Best wishes, 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & Wellbeing 
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At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95–100% attendance) have 30% higher odds 
of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to similar pupils who attend 
90–95% of the time.  
 
Please work with us to help your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school. 
 

Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery Acorn 97.7% 

Reception Chestnut 96.3% 3 Pine 97.4% 

Reception Pinecone 98.3% 4 Alder 96.3% 

1 Holly 99.0% 4 Yew 96.3% 

1 Ash 97.0% 5 Oak 100% 

2 Sycamore 99.0% 5 Beech 98.1% 

2 Willow 97.3% 6 Elm 95.9% 

3 Maple 99.3% 6 Birch 98.7% 

 

Whole school 
(cumulative from Sept) 

97.2% 
 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution - Below National Average 

90% - 91.9% Cause for Concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 

Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15 am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be 
ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s education.  
Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55 am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time 
is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as 
phonics. 
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CAREER FACT 
 
🤖 Artificial Intelligence 

Did you know? There are around 8,400 jobs connected to Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the North East. 
AI is being used in areas such as healthcare, manufacturing, energy and technology. 

 

💭 Talk about it at home: What do you think AI might help people do in the future? 

Career of the week… 
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Opal Needs You!  

 

We would love to receive footballs that 
are still in good condition 

 

 
 

Please chat to your child before making any donations to help them 
understand that the footballs will be shared and won’t belong to 

them. 
 

Thank you! 
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This Week in Nursery 

This week in phonics, we have been learning the nursery rhyme Humpty Dumpty.  We’ve had lots of fun exploring 
rhyming words and listening carefully to the sounds in the rhyme. 

We then put our fine motor skills to the test by helping Humpty Dumpty get back together again. Using plasters, the 
children carefully repaired Humpty, developing their hand strength, coordination and control. 

 

Mrs Kenyon 
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This Week in Reception 

Another brilliant week from hard working Reception, completing their first week of jobs, learning new sounds 
in phonics and even sounding and blending words! We read The Leaf Thief together and our provision this 
week has been closely linked to the change into our current season. We have discussed the Autumn signs 
around us including the colours and what is different in our woods. 

In maths we have been practising our understanding of repeating patterns, and have used natural resources in 
the woods to create our own. In PE the children have been developing their directional change skills, and 
dodging, playing shark tag. We have finished off the week with a well deserved disco in the woods! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Wilds & Miss Storey 
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This Week in Year 1 

What a busy and brilliant week in Year 1! In phonics, the children have been super detectives as we began 
learning our Phase 5 alternative digraphs, discovering new ways to spell familiar sounds. Outdoor learning took 
on a mathematical twist during our Forest School session, where we explored 'more than' and 'less than' using 
natural treasures like twigs and leaves. We also introduced the important safety message 'Clever Never Goes', 
helping the children understand how to stay safe around people they don't know both online and out in the 
community. To wrap up our week, our imaginations have been soaring as we innovated story maps, creating 
our very own stories inspired by 'Where to Hide a Star' by Oliver Jeffers.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Tailford, Mrs Rogers and Mrs Blyth 
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This Week in Year 2 
 
This week, Year 2 pupils have been diving into fire safety! The children engaged in debates, using lots of oracy 

skills, about important safety rules, thoughtfully discussing which ones matter most and sharing their reasons 

why. They then put their new knowledge to work by designing eye-catching fire safety posters to showcase 

everything they learned.  

 

 
 
Mr Massey and Mrs Nowosielska 
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This Week in Year 3 
 
In History this week, Year 3 have been travelling back to the Stone Age to explore how human life transformed 
from the Mesolithic to the Neolithic era. The children investigated the dramatic shift from nomadic 
hunter-gatherer lifestyles to the birth of early farming and permanent settlements. We compared how the 
development of agriculture allowed prehistoric communities to build fixed homes, grow crops, and keep 
livestock, completely changing how people lived day-to-day. Maple and Pine impressed us with their brilliant 
historical enquiry skills and insightful discussions - do ask them at home whether they would have preferred 
living in a Mesolithic shelter or a Neolithic village!  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Tailford and Miss Mears 
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This Week in Year 4 

Year 4 has been completely captivated by Brian Patten’s The Monster Slayer over the past few week! 
Throughout this exciting tale, the children have been flexing their reading muscles, using keen inference skills 
to uncover hidden details, analysing how the author builds spine-tingling suspense, and making brilliant 
predictions about what might happen next. 

Today, they reached the thrilling conclusion and mapped out the story’s key moments. The children were so 
enthralled with Beowulf's legendary adventures that the only disappointment was reaching the final page, they 
were truly sad to see it end! 

                                        

Mrs Bell and Miss Davis 
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This Week in Year 5 
 

📚 All Work and No Play!📚 
 

This week, we continued to build on the writing skills we developed last week. 
The children took the lead in their own research, finding out about the harsh 
realities of child labour during the Victorian era. 
 
Armed with their new knowledge, they put their report-writing skills to the test, explaining the types of work 
children as young as five were expected to do, the dangers they faced, and how child labour eventually came 
to an end. It was fascinating to see them combine their research with their writing skills to produce informative 
reports about such an important part of history. 
 
After learning about the long hours, dangerous conditions and tough lives faced by Victorian children, we think 
it’s fair to say that school doesn’t seem quite so bad after all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Orme 
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This Week in Year 6 
 
Year 6 pupils have kicked off their new PE unit with boundless energy, enjoying the first of three specialist 
rugby sessions. Perfectly complementing their current topic on invasion games, this initial workshop 
introduced core handling drills, tactical positioning, and fast-paced team challenges. The coach was thoroughly 
impressed by the children's fantastic enthusiasm and resilience as they embraced new skills right from the 
start. With two more sessions to look forward to, Year 6 are already demonstrating outstanding sportsmanship 
and setting a brilliant standard on the pitch!  

 
Miss Allan and Mrs Main            
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Dates for Your Diary in 2026/2027 

 

  

Tue 20th October 2026 Yr 6 Trip  - Packed lunches NOT needed  

Fri 23rd October 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils) 

W.C. 26th Oct 2026 Half Term 

Mon 2nd Nov 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils) 

Tue 3rd Nov 2026 School Resumes 

Mon 23rd Nov 2026 Flu Immunisation Day 

Wed 25th Nov 2026 Individual Photo Day 

Fri 18th Dec 2026 Last day of school - 1.30pm finish  

Mon 4th Jan 2027 School Resumes 
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Opal Needs You!  

 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear-out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If 

you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office: 

 

●​ Footballs 

●​ Wellies                                          

●​ Waterproofs                              

●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​            

●​ Toy trucks/cars 

●​ Dressing up items 

●​ Metal pots and pans 

●​ Children’s Gardening Tools 

●​ Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 

 

 

 

After School Club Needs You! 

 

We would love to take any of these off you:       

                  

●​ Loom Bands 

●​ Comics 

●​ Beads 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexSNXSIFDwdQYJL51_DVuvPiRYmn1unqdPtlELYW7A5o-vYA/viewform
https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QDK6H5WF
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Can you help the Friends of Ponteland Primary School? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.   
 
Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place 
which underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 
     

                        

  

Mrs Johnson  

(Head Teacher) 

Lead DSL 

Mrs Wright 

(Family & Behaviour Support Adviser)  

Deputy DSL 

 

Miss Dinning 

(Deputy Head Teacher) 

Deputy DSL  
 

 
 


