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Friday Flyer 
Friday 18th September 2026 

 

Headteacher Update 

 

I want to start this week’s Friday Flyer by focusing on last weekend when so many of our children ran the Mini 
and Junior Great North Run.  I was very proud to see so many familiar faces on the Quayside when I was 
watching my own children in their races on Saturday and then was completely blown away by the sheer 
number of racers when we gathered everyone for a photo with their medals on Monday.  One of our school 
values is resilience and these children certainly had an excellent experience of developing their resilience as 
they took part in the run.  They have been so proud to tell me about how far they ran and how they pushed 
themselves to get to the finish line even when they felt exhausted.  What a brilliant experience for them to be 
part of. 
 

 
 
Assembly this morning looked a little different as each class joined the School of Kindness online live assembly 
to talk about how we want our school year to look and the sort of community we want our school to be.  The 
assembly capitalised on our school’s mantra of ‘be the change you want to see in the world’ and helped the 
children to see that their actions, however big or small, can make a difference.  We looked at the values that 
are important to us like kindness and respect and thought about how important resilience is in expanding our 
comfort zones.  The School of Kindness is collecting stories of kindness from across the country; if your child 
has done an act of kindness please submit their story here.  Please let me know if you make a submission so 
we can celebrate this in school too - I’d love to surprise the children with a shout out in our happiest minute of 
the week in our Friday assemblies! 
 

Best wishes, 
Claire Johnson 

 
 

https://thegreatbritishskip.co.uk/stories
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Safeguarding & Wellbeing 
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At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95–100% attendance) have 30% higher odds 
of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to similar pupils who attend 
90–95% of the time.  
 
Please work with us to help your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school. 
 

Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery Acorn 97.3% 

Reception Chestnut 96.3% 3 Pine 99.7% 

Reception Pinecone 94.7% 4 Alder 97.3% 

1 Holly 99.3% 4 Yew 94.3% 

1 Ash 96.7% 5 Oak 96.0% 

2 Sycamore 98.7% 5 Beech 99.4% 

2 Willow 96.7% 6 Elm 97.2% 

3 Maple 100% 6 Birch 95.5% 

 

Whole school 
(cumulative from Sept) 

97.4% 
 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution - Below National Average 

90% - 91.9% Cause for Concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 

Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15 am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be 
ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s education.  
Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55 am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time 
is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as 
phonics. 

 



​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

 
 
 

 

    CAREER FACT​
   Around 98,000 people in the North East work in skilled trades – that's about 1 in every 10 workers! 

   From electricians and plumbers to mechanics and engineers, skilled tradespeople use their hands, brains         

and problem-solving skills every day.  

      What could you design, build or fix? 
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Opal Needs You!  

 

We would love to receive footballs that 
are still in good condition 

 

 
 

Please chat to your child before making any donations to help them 
understand that the balls will be shared and won’t belong to them. 

 
Thank you! 
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This Week in Nursery 

At the start of the week, we made some delicious oat and banana bites ready to take with us to Forest School 
on Wednesday. The children really enjoyed helping to mix and prepare them, and they were very excited to 
enjoy their homemade treats during our Forest School adventure. 

We absolutely loved our first visit to the forest of the new school year! There was so much to explore and 
discover.  The children enjoyed: 

●​ Having fun on the swing 
●​ Climbing the ladder and trees 
●​ Beginning to tidy the vegetable patch and discovering some potatoes 
●​ Getting creative in the mud kitchen 
●​ Foraging for natural materials to bring back to nursery 

We collected lots of wonderful natural treasures to use back at school in our mud kitchen and our outdoor 
nature dough area. The children showed fantastic curiosity as they explored the forest, worked together and 
discovered what was growing around them. 

It has been a wonderful start to our Forest School adventures, and we can’t wait to see what we discover next!  

 

Mrs Kenyon 
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This Week in Reception 

Another fantastic week in Reception this week, beginning our maths learning together and practising lots of 
phonics ready to start Phase 1 phonics next week. We have started morning jobs this week and the children 
have worked so hard finding their coloured group and completing a new job each day. We have also been 
working hard to use our whiteboards and pens correctly, working on our pencil grip and control and beginning 
to write our names. It would be lovely to see the children practising this at home too! In maths we have been 
doing lots of sorting and spotting similarities and differences, including finding pairs of objects. In the woods 
today we continued our maths learning by organising different groups of natural objects!  

Mrs Wilds & Miss Storey 
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This Week in Year 1 

What an exciting and busy week Year 1 have had! In Forest School, the children unleashed their creativity by 
crafting magical 'Guardians of the Forest' out of clay, using natural materials to give their unique sculptures 
individual personalities. In Science, we explored the four seasons, discovering how the world around us 
changes throughout the year. Meanwhile, in Maths, we have been sharpening our number skills by counting 
confidently both forwards and backwards all the way to 20.  

Mrs Tailford, Mrs Rogers and Mrs Blyth 
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This Week in Year 2 
 
In Science we have been learning about humans and how they grow. This week, we tried to answer the 

question ‘Do we all grow at the same speed’. We decided to put ourselves in age order and then check our 

shoe size. We found that older children do not always have bigger shoes and are not always taller. 

 

Mr Massey and Mrs Nowosielska 
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This Week in Year 3 
 
We have been beginning the very mammoth task of exploring Stone Age cave paintings during our art lessons. 
So far we have come to understand that cave art was possibly one of the ways people living in the prehistoric 
period would be able to communicate and document their daily life. We were also able to explore some 
images of common recordings and found that there would be images showing hands, animals and weapons. 
We are really looking forward to seeing how our prehistoric year 3 artists continue to develop their chalk skills 
using earthy tones to build their own designs. 
 
Mr Tailford and Miss Mears 
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This Week in Year 4 

Year 4 have had an electrifying week in science! Building on their work from last week, where they learned 
about mains and battery power and weighed up the pros and cons of each, the children stepped into the role 
of electrical engineers. 

Working in teams, the pupils explored how electricity flows and successfully built their own simple circuits. 
Many groups took their learning even further, challenging themselves to construct more complex circuits 
incorporating switches, buzzers, and motors! 

Beyond the technical skills, it was fantastic to see such brilliant collaboration, teamwork, and positive energy 
across the entire year group. Well done, Year 4! 

Mrs Bell and Miss Davis 
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This Week in Year 5 
 

!READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
 
This week, Year 5 continued our new way of thinking about reading.  
 
Each week, we explore different skills that help us become sharp, savvy readers. 
 
Our first mission was skimming and scanning. A technique that makes longer texts far less daunting. Skimming 
is all about zooming over the page to catch the big idea, while scanning is like going on a hunt for those 
all-important key words to help make sense of the text. 
 
The children enjoyed practising these skills and were amazed at how much they could understand without 
reading every word (parents: don’t worry - they'll still read their books properly at home!).  
 
Once they were used to that, they put their new talents to work in smaller groups, hunting down key ideas and 
pulling together quick-fire summaries like reading pros. 
 
All in a day’s work for Year 5 detectives! 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Orme 
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This Week in Year 6 
 
In Year 6, we have officially plugged into our exciting new science topic on electricity! The children have 
already explored the fundamentals of what electricity actually is, diving into key concepts like voltage, 
resistance, and current. Building on this new knowledge, they have also rolled up their sleeves to start 
constructing their very own working circuits, testing how different components interact and putting their 
scientific theories into practice. 
 
Miss Allan and Mrs Main 
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Dates for Your Diary in 2026/2027 

 

  

Tue 20th October 2026 Yr 6 Trip  - Packed lunches NOT needed  

Fri 23rd October 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils) 

W.C. 26th Oct 2026 Half Term 

Mon 2nd Nov 2026 Teacher Training Day (school closed to pupils) 

Tue 3rd Nov 2026 School Resumes 

Fri 18th Dec 2026 Last day of school - 1.30pm finish  

Mon 4th Jan 2027 School Resumes 

 

 

 



​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

Opal Needs You!  

 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear-out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If 

you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 

●​ Footballs 

●​ Wellies                                          

●​ Waterproofs                              

●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​            

●​ Toy trucks/cars 

●​ Dressing up items 

●​ Metal pots and pans 

●​ Children’s Gardening Tools 

●​ Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 

 

 

 

After School Club Needs You! 

 

We would love to take any of these off you:       

                  

●​ Loom Bands 

●​ Beads 

●​ Complete Jigsaws 

●​ Lego & Duplo 

●​ Chess Sets 

●​ Knex 

●​ Dolls House Furniture  
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Can you help the Friends of Ponteland Primary School? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.   
 
Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place 
which underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 
     

                        

  

Mrs Johnson  

(Head Teacher) 

Lead DSL 

Mrs Wright 

(Family & Behaviour Support Adviser)  

Deputy DSL 

 

Miss Dinning 

(Deputy Head Teacher) 

Deputy DSL  
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