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Friday Flyer

Friday 12th June 2026

Headteacher Update

You may recall that some time ago Bellway Homes North East launched a competition to name the shelter
they kindly provided for us in the woods for use during our forest school sessions. The winner of the
competition has been kept top secret until Bellway were available to present the plaque but this morning
they came to our assembly to announce that the winner is...Eden in Y5 with her gorgeous suggestion of
‘The Nature Nook’! The Nature Nook has been hugely appreciated by all and has enhanced our forest
sessions this year as sadly the British weather can rarely be relied upon!

Our Friday assembly hosted our visitor from Bellway but our start of the week assemblies had an even more
special presenter. Lyra from Reception came with Mrs Blyth to talk to the children about Cystic Fibrosis and
raise awareness for the condition she and her sister live with. The children asked some excellent questions
and left the assembly with a good understanding of what we need to do as a school community to protect
Lyra from harm, namely ensuring that there is no stagnant water on site which would be dangerous for
anyone with CF. Thank you to everyone for wearing a yellow accessory to raise awareness for Cystic Fibrosis
and for purchasing a cake at our bake sale after school. If you would like to make a donation to the Cystic
Fibrosis Trust via our fundraising page, please click here.

Best wishes

Claire Johnson



https://cystic-fibrosis-trust.sync.giving/fr/cr-plvwpqyyl664l
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Safeguarding & wellbeing

Research shows that there is a 38% increase in domestic abuse reports when the England Football Team
loses, and a 26% increase in reports when England win or draw. Domestic abuse support agencies agree
that football does not cause domestic abuse, abuse is the choice of the perpetrator. All staff in school have
had training around supporting families who experience domestic abuse; please approach anyone in school
who you trust if you would like support or signposting to support. Whether you are the victim or if you are

concerned you may be perpetrating domestic abuse, we would like to help.

Domestic
abuse is
everyone'’s
business

You are not alone

Northumberland Integrated Domestic Abuse
Support Service

DASSM for adults (Harbour) — 0147
Children E'. Young I:'|=-|'| nla O

Visit: nland.uk/DomesticAbuse
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95-100% attendance)
have 30% higher odds of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths
compared to similar pupils who attend 90-95% of the time. Please work with us to help
your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school.

Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery (Acorn) 96.1% Year 3 (Pine) 97.0%
Reception (Chestnut) 95.3% Year 4 (Alder) 92.3%
Reception (Pinecone) Year 4 ( Yew) 96.0%
Year 1 (Holly) Year 5 (Oak) 93.5%
Year 1 (Ash) Year 5 (Beech) 94.5%
Year 2 (Sycamore) Year 6 (EIm) 93.5%
Year 2 (Willow) 94.2% Year 6 (Birch) 92.8%

Year 3 (Maple ) 92.0% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.5%

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national)

Absence Procedures

If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to
be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s
education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after
registration, such as phonics.
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This week in Nursery

Nursery have enjoyed their core text 10 Things | can do to help my world. After identifying the recycling
symbol and sorting out the rubbish in nursery we headed to the woods and field to pick up any litter. We
also used some of ‘junk’ to make robots and other toys, just like in our book!

Mrs Wilds
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This week in Reception

Our Dino theme has continued this week and we have loved looking at non-fiction books and on the
internet to research more about our prehistoric pals. The highlight of our week was undoubtedly our trip to
The Great North Museum yesterday. We undertook the dinky dinos workshop where we acted as

palaeontologists digging for and organising fossils. We learned so much and we even found coprolite
(fossilised dinosaur poo)! é
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Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson
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This week in Year 1

Year 1 have had such a busy and important week this week completing their Phonics Screening Assessments
and from the whole Year 1 team we wanted to extend a huge well done and thank you to all of the children
and parents for their amazing collaborative support in the run up to this. We have been so impressed with
how hard they have all worked to showcase their incredible phonics skills learned in Year 1 - they truly are a
remarkable cohort!

In English we have finalised our work around the core text, Lost and Found, and the children have written
short narratives and put on incredible whole class performances to detail what happened in the story. In
Maths we have been working on partitioning larger numbers into tens and ones and really reinforcing the
concrete representations of those numbers using base 10 dienes and ones. In Music we are continuing to
build upon the classical piece of music we study in this term, Carnival of the Animals. Each music lesson we
listen to a different segment of this music piece and discuss the instruments used, tone and rhythm chosen
by the orchestra to represent different animals. In RE we have been discussing the natural world around us
and the Christian belief that God created this, as per the Creation story, and discussing which part of the
natural world is our favourite. In Computing we have been working on our programming input and output
skills based on our Beebots work. The children have been acting as Beebots producing the output whilst
their team have been the programmers giving them input instructions to move forward and backwards, and
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turning left and right to get to a desired location.
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Miss Storey, Mrs Kenyon and Mrs Tailford




{-n} e L TRUST

This week in Year 2
Growing Green Fingers in Year 2!

It has been a wonderfully hands-on couple of weeks as Year 2 dives into learning all about plants! Last
week, the children rolled up their sleeves and planted their very own marigold and sunflower seeds. This
week has been all about careful observation, and the classroom is buzzing with excitement. We were
thrilled to spot the very first tiny green shoots pushing through the soil! Our young scientists have been
fantastic detectives, already noticing differences in height and color between the sprouts. We've even spied
some old seed cases still clinging to the new leaves, sparking great chats about the plant life cycle. Be sure
to ask your little ones for a progress report, they are officially our resident gardening experts!
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Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey
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This week in Year 3

A fantastic week to spike our curiosity this week with Science! Where do rainbows come from? They are
always so spectacular so it must be a thing of magic...

This week however we learned about the real reason behind them - refraction. We applied our current
knowledge about light to investigate what happens when light moves through an object like a prism. As we
shone the light in different angles, directions and from different distances the effect was different each
time. However, at some points we were starting to notice the faint outlines of what looked like a rainbow.
We learned that what is happening in this situation is that the speed of light changes as it moves through
the prism, causing the white light we see to bend and split into the 7 colours of the light spectrum!

White Light
Glass Prism

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw
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This week in Year 4

In English this week, we have been exploring portal narratives, including Coraline, Alice in Wonderland and
The Chronicles of Narnia. We learned that portal stories often follow a similar structure: a character
discovers a portal, travels through it and arrives in a new and exciting world that is very different from their
original setting. To prepare for writing our own portal narratives, we gathered ambitious vocabulary and
began planning our stories by considering the appearance and characteristics of our main character, the
portal they will discover, and the imaginative world they will enter.
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Mrs Bell and Miss Davis
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This Week in Year 5

Ctrl, Alt, Delete the Danger!

This term, Year 5 began a series of class assemblies focusing on online safety. Together, we explored the
importance of keeping ourselves safe online and discussed how the digital world can present many of the
same risks as the real world.

The children thought carefully about the idea that, although we may feel safe sitting at home behind a
screen or keyboard, it is still important to make sensible choices and stay alert. We talked about how our
actions online can have real-life consequences and why it is important to treat others with kindness and
respect in the digital world.

Our main focus has been online identity and understanding how to protect our personal information,
manage our online behaviour, and make safe decisions when using technology. The children shared some
thoughtful ideas and showed a mature understanding of the responsibilities that come with being online.

As technology continues to play a big part in our daily lives, we hope these discussions will help our pupils
become confident, responsible, and safe digital citizens.
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Mr McCourt, Mr Tailford and Miss Bradley
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This week in Year 6

This week, Year 6 enjoyed a fantastic visit from Guy at La Petite Créperie. He helped us brush up on our
conversational French before treating everyone to a delicious, made-to-order crépe. Impressively, every
single student managed to place their order entirely in French! It was the perfect practice for those of us
counting down the days until our upcoming residential trip to London and France. Bon appétit!

M

oun, /
PETITE CREPERIE

PIC-EGOLLAGE

Miss Allan and Mr Orme
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Mon 22nd June 2026 | Year 2 Trip - Packed lunch needed

Wed 24th June 2026 | Sports Day - Yrl-Yr3 9.15am Yr4-Yr6 1.45pm

PTA Joke Competition. £1 entry. Write out your funniest joke and submit to

Wed 1st July 2026 . .
win a prize!

Thur 2nd July 2026 | Yrd Assembly - Introduction to Yr5 9.10am

Fri 3rd July 2026 Yr5 Assembly - Introduction to Yr6 9.10am

Fri 3rd July 2026 PTA Summer Fair. Starts 3.10pm until 5pm.

Mon 6th July 2026 | Yrl Assembly - Introduction to Yr2 9.10am

Tue 7th July 2026 Yr3 Assembly - Introduction to Yr4 9.10am

Tue 7th July 2026 Yrl Trip - Packed lunch needed

Weds 8th July 2026 | Yr2 Assembly - Introduction to Yr3 9.10am

Fri 10th July 2026 Reception Assembly - Introduction to Yr1 9.10am

Weds 15th July 2026 | Year 6 Leavers Assembly 2pm

Fri 17th July 2026 Last day of school - 1.30pm finish

Tue 1st Sept 2026 Teacher Training Day

Wed 2nd Sept 2026 | School Resumes

Fri 23rd October 2026 | Teacher Training Day

Woc 26th Oct 2026 Half Term




i PELE
{_:b Ponteland Primary School 'I'HUST

/ Excellence For All

Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands.
If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break:

After School Club Needs You!

We would love to take any of these off you:

Wellies Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc
Waterproofs Metal pots and pans Children’s Gardening Tools
Barbies/dolls Dressing up items

Toy trucks/cars

Loom Bands Beads
Complete Jigsaws Lego & Duplo
Chess Sets Knex

Dolls House Furniture
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Can you help the Friends of Ponteland Primary School?

Ways you can help...

Are you employed by one of the biggest employers in
the North East who offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you paid time away from work to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today to see if theres a
way to help!

Do you have time available to help plan, organise, set up, clean
up and be a volunteer at our many fundraising events
throughout the year? We appreciate any available time, even if
just for one event. Please contact us on
pontelandpta@gmail.com

We understand that time is not something everyone has to offer and
we are often asked about the ability to make regular or one off cash
donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference ‘Donation’along with your
name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

S.C: 20-59-61

Do you have a skillset that could help the School PTA?
Marketing, PR, Graphic design, finance, events planning, social
media and so many maore skills are valuable to us. This may be

offered as your time or as feedback to what you see and
experience from the PTA.
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher) Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour
Lead DSL Support Adviser) Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL
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easyfundraising

Help us make a difference when you shop.
Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

’ Download on the SET IT ON
S App Store * Google Play

1 Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

2 Sign up and search for Ponteland Primary School PTA

Your favourite brands donate between 0.5-15% to us

3
whenever you shop with them, with no charge to you
Shop with 7,500+ brands including:
Bookingcom  ebay M&S crouroN RS A\ IR

’
l_l s vHv Tls ' Vikil‘lg' asos Uber Eats
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PRE-LOVED
&® SCHOOL UNIFORM

Do you have school uniform in good condition that your child no
longer wears but could be worn by someone else in the school
community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable uniform via the donation basket in
reception.

Looking for uniform?
All items washed and ready to wear. Please contact
pontprimaryuniform@gmail.com to let us know what you're looking for,
including sizes!

Voluntary contributions to the PTA welcomed.
Money box at reception or bank transfer:
Ponteland Primary School Parent Teacher Association
20-59-61
20669059
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