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Friday Flyer 
Thursday 2nd April 2026 

 

Headteacher Update                                                                                                                                                 
 
We’ve reached the end of another busy term and I think we have all very much welcomed the change in the 
weather which has brought with it opportunities to start introducing some of our spring / summer OPAL 
offer at lunchtimes with children enjoying playing on the field.  Let’s hope the sunshine continues after the 
Easter break! 

We held our annual Made in the North 
East Week over the last four days; I hope 
you enjoy reading below about the 
fantastic work our children have been 
doing as they’ve learned about our local 
history and celebrated our rich heritage.  
From studying the region's pioneers who 
changed the world, such as George 
Stephenson, to exploring our industrial 
roots, it has been an inspiring week of 
discovery. 

To bring our local history to life, every 
year group ventured out across the 
region for hands-on learning with the 
trips heavily subsidised by the Friends of 
Ponteland Primary School to enable costs 
to stay as low as possible for families - 
thank you so much for the fundraising 
which makes this possible.  

 

Made in the North East Week has been a wonderful opportunity for the children to connect with the people 
and places that have shaped our part of the world and hopefully they have come home and shared their 
learning with you. 

I hope everyone enjoys the bank holidays and finds some time to relax over the break.  Happy Easter to all 
who celebrate! 
Best wishes,   
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
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At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95–100% attendance) 
have 30% higher odds of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths 
compared to similar pupils who attend 90–95% of the time.  Please work with us to help 
your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school. 

Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     95.7% Year 3 (Pine) 97.1% 

Reception (Chestnut) 99.3% Year 4 (Alder) 86.3% 

Reception (Pinecone) 95.8% Year 4 ( Yew)      98.3% 

Year 1 (Holly) 91.7% Year 5 (Oak) 87.5% 

Year 1 (Ash)     97.5% Year 5 (Beech) 99.6% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 95.8% Year 6 (Elm) 92.7% 

Year 2 (Willow) 98.3% Year 6 (Birch)  92.7% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 92.5% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.6% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
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This week in Nursery  
 
 This week nursery have been on their first class trip….to Waitrose! As part of Made in the North East week 
the children found out that some bouncy bread named stotties were made here in the north east. We 
found out that pease pudding, a food we had not heard of, was also made here. We then travelled to 
Waitrose through  Ponteland Park to buy some ham and pease pudding to put in our stotties. Most of us 
tried some, and liked it! Yum!  
 

             
 
Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 

Our focus in Reception for Made in the North East week has been on farming.  We have learnt all about why 
farming is so important in the North East and how farming has changed over the years. - in EYFS we talk 
about ‘past' and ‘present’ in our history work. The highlight of our week was undoubtedly our trip to 
Whitehouse Farm where we had a wonderful day.  We had a tractor ride, fed lots of animals including brand 
new lambs, played in the soft play and we even met a corn snake called Alvin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1  

What a spectacular week our Year 1 engineers have had! This week, we traded our pencils for blueprints as 

we dove headfirst into the fascinating world of bridges in the North East. We focussed on the iconic 

Quayside, exploring the incredible structures that connect our communities. 

To help us grasp the history of our skyline, we created bridge timelines. The children were amazed to 

discover the age gap between the historic High Level Bridge and the Millennium Bridge. We are now 

experts at identifying the oldest and newest landmarks on the river! 

We also had a sticky structural challenge! Using only spaghetti and marshmallows, the children worked in 

teams to build miniature bridges. This helped us understand how triangles make shapes stronger and why 

some bridges can hold more weight than others. 

We finished our week with an exciting stroll along the Quayside. Seeing the scale of the Tyne Bridge and the 

Swing Bridge in person brought our classroom learning to life. The children were fantastic explorers, 

spotting the different materials and designs we had discussed all week. 

 

Miss Storey, Mrs Kenyon and Mrs Tailford 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Made in the North East Week has been a real celebration of our local history. This week, we have learned 
about how inventions from the North East have affected society. We learned about William Armstrong and 
his hydro-electricity and even visited his house at Cragside, which was the first house in the world to be 
powered by hydro-electricity. Back in the classroom, we learned about the history of Greggs bakery, and 
even got to make (and eat) our own pasties! 
 

 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

What a spectacular "Made in the North East" week we’ve had in Year 3! We kicked things off by exploring 
the world of castle defences, uncovering exactly why these fortresses needed such heavy protection. The 
clear highlight of our week was Tuesday's trip to Alnwick Castle, where history truly came to life; the 
children had an unforgettable day experiencing medieval life, re-enacting the great historic battles between 
Scotland and England, and even meeting a real life knight! We rounded off our learning by categorising 
different types of castles and discovering the unique history of local pele towers. It has been a truly royal 
end to the term, and the children's enthusiasm has been wonderful to see. I wish you all a very well 
deserved Easter break and look forward to welcoming everyone back for a sun-filled summer term! 

​

 

                                  

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw  
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This week in Year 4 
 
Year 4 had a wonderful day at the Locomotion Museum, where they enjoyed exploring the fascinating 

world of steam trains and engineering. They learned all about George Stephenson and his incredible 

contributions to railway history, discovering how his ideas helped shape the way we travel today. The 

children loved seeing the impressive locomotives up close and took part in exciting activities that brought 

engineering to life. It was a fun and inspiring day, full of learning, curiosity, and plenty of smiles. 

 

Mrs Bell and Miss Davis 
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This Week in Year 5 
 

 ⛏️Mine-d Blowing Learning!⛏️ 

This week, Year 5 took part in Made in 
the North East Week, with a focus on 
the region’s rich mining history. It was a 
busy and fascinating week, full of 
learning about life in the mines and the 
communities that grew around them. 

We began with a visit to Woodhorn 
Museum, where the children explored 
mining disasters, discovered what life 
was like underground, and learned 
about the events of the miners’ strikes. 
The visit gave us a powerful insight into 
the lives of miners and their families, 
and the children asked some thoughtful 
and reflective questions throughout the 
day. 

Back at school, we continued our 
learning by exploring the topic in more 
depth. We found out about the 
different jobs in the mines, how 
children once worked underground, 
and the strong sense of community 
that existed in mining villages. 

Inspired by what we had learned, the 
children produced a range of creative 
work, including writing, artwork, and 
even poetry based on mining life. It was 
wonderful to see their understanding 
and empathy reflected in their work. 

What a fantastic week celebrating 
North Eastern heritage and learning 
more about the people and history that 
helped shape our region. 

 

 

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    
 
Year 6 have had a brilliant time learning about the significance of shipbuilding in the North East of England 
this week.  We began with a visit to the Discovery Museum, where we learned about the Turbinia, the 
world’s first steam turbine-driven ship. This became the focus of our research the following day. 

During our visit, we also explored The Newcastle Story, taking a journey through the city’s history across the 
decades. The children had great fun trying their hand at operating a cargo crane and getting stuck into the 
hands‑on activities in the Science Maze. 

Back in school, the children analysed a range of primary sources to work out what they could learn about 
life in the shipyards and the different jobs involved in the industry. They used these clues to build a clearer 
picture of what shipbuilding meant for communities across the North East. We hope everyone enjoys a 
well‑deserved Easter break. 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2026 

  
     
 

Easter Break 2026 School closed on Good Friday 3rd April 2026 

Mon 20th April 2026 School Resumes 

Fri 24th April 2026 PTA Family Bingo and fun games. £3/ticket. Starts at 4pm. On sale soon! 

Mon 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday Monday - School Closed 

Fri 5th June 2026 
PTA Quiz Night. £10 per ticket, includes food and quiz entry. Games, raffle and 
drinks are also on sale! 

Thur 11th June 2026 Reception - Great North Museum Visit (AM only) 

Wc 25th May 2026 May Half Term - School Closed 

Mon 1st June 2026 School Resumes 

Wed 1st July 2026 
PTA Joke Competition. £1 entry. Write out your funniest joke and submit to 
win a prize!  

Fri 3rd July 2026 PTA Summer Fair. Starts 3.10pm until 5pm. 

Fri 17th July 2026 Last day of school - 1.30pm finish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

​ ​                  

      

 



 

​ ​                  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

​ ​                  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

​ ​                  

Opal Needs You!  
 
The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. 

If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
 
 
 
After School Club Needs You! 
 
We would love to take any of these off you:       

                  

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help the Friends of Ponteland Primary School? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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	We also had a sticky structural challenge! Using only spaghetti and marshmallows, the children worked in teams to build miniature bridges. This helped us understand how triangles make shapes stronger and why some bridges can hold more weight than others. 

