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Friday Flyer 
Friday 27th February 2026 

 

Headteacher Update 

There has been much talk in the press this week about the government’s recently released White Paper, 
‘Every Child Achieving and Thriving’.  This is an important moment for inclusion which has long been a 
driving force for us in our school.  The White Paper has adopted the definition of inclusion developed 
through The Difference’s Inclusion for All campaign which we contributed to as a school, along with 60 other 
organisations: 

“Inclusion is all staff supporting the learning, wellbeing and safety needs of all children, so that they 

belong, achieve and thrive.”  

We’re proud to have stood behind this call - alongside more than 60 organisations - and delighted to see 

government respond to the sector’s collective voice.  We view all aspects of school life through the lens of 

inclusion and have been recognised as a Flagship school within the Inclusion Quality Mark for several 

years now so this is a cause very close to our hearts.  From learning in the classroom, to clubs, to 

committees and councils we strive to provide opportunities for all children and a space where everyone 

feels they belong.   

Speaking of opportunities, there aren’t many more 

exciting than those we have lined up for next Thursday!  

We have combined World Book Day with our work on 

careers to create our ‘Colour your Future’ event.  In the 

morning, the children will have the opportunity to visit 

four workshops to explore careers they may be interested 

in pursuing in the future, from pharmacist to footballer, 

lawyer to firefighter there will hopefully be something to 

interest and inspire everyone.  Continuing with the theme 

of careers, in the afternoon, we are asking the children to 

‘colour their future’, and the book we have chosen to 

explore across school this year, "What do you do with an 

Idea?” will help to empower our children to consider how 

to bring their ideas to reality.  

Best wishes, 

Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
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At primary school, children who attend nearly every day in Year 6 (95–100% attendance) 
have 30% higher odds of reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths 
compared to similar pupils who attend 90–95% of the time.  Please work with us to help 
your child’s attendance stay above 95% throughout their time in primary school. 

Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     98.3% Year 3 (Pine) 95.8% 

Reception (Chestnut) 94.6% Year 4 (Alder) 98.8% 

Reception (Pinecone) 97.9% Year 4 ( Yew)      96.7% 

Year 1 (Holly) 97.5% Year 5 (Oak) 89.9% 

Year 1 (Ash)     94.2% Year 5 (Beech) 96.7% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 97.9% Year 6 (Elm) 94.4% 

Year 2 (Willow) 94.6% Year 6 (Birch)  95.3% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 91.7% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.4% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
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Extension to our competition! 

 

You may remember that earlier in the year I shared the news that thanks to a generous donation from 
Bellway Homes, our forest now has a beautiful new wooden shelter.  This space has already enhanced our 
our forest school provision but it’s missing one thing: a name! 

We’re inviting you to get creative and help us find a title that captures the spirit of our forest. Whether it’s 
inspired by local wildlife, ancient folklore, or the peace of the trees, we want to hear your ideas! 

Competition Details: 

●​ How to Enter: Submit your suggested name via email to admin@ppschool.uk. 
●​ NEW Deadline: All entries must be in by Monday 2nd March. 
●​ The Prize: The winner will have their chosen name displayed on a commemorative plaque, plus a 

special forest session for their class. 

A huge thank you to Bellway Homes for investing in our outdoor spaces. We can’t wait to see what brilliant 
names the children come up with! 
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This week in Nursery  

This week we have read the story Mr Wolf’s Pancakes, talking all about being a kind neighbour. We then 
made our own pancakes which we delivered to our reception neighbours to enjoy for a snack. We are such a 
kind class.  

               
                 
        
 
Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 

The children have come back to school, raring to go and we have had a wonderful week. We shared the 
story of Mr Wolf's Pancakes and talked about kindness and teamwork.  In our colour teams, we worked 
together to mix the ingredients and cook our own pancakes, taking turns and helping one another. Best of 
all, we enjoyed eating them - and they were delicious! 

 
 

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1  
 
Our Year 1 word detectives have had a magical start to the term, diving headfirst into the mysterious world 

of David Litchfield’s Grandad's Secret Giant. The classroom has been buzzing with descriptive language as 

the children master the art of using nouns and adjectives to bring the story to life. We’ve been particularly 

impressed by their creative similes - it’s not every day you hear a giant described as having "legs as long as 

drainpipes" or "feet as big as boats". Their writing is truly starting to stand tall, showing just how much their 

vocabulary is growing. 

 

In our maths lessons, things have been adding up fast as we explore multiples of 10. The children have been 

working hard to recognise the patterns in numbers, confidently counting and grouping objects all the way 

up to 50. It’s been fantastic to see them making the link between their hands-on resources and these 

jump-counting numbers. From 10 to 50, our young mathematicians are proving that they have a giant 

appetite for learning! 

 
 

 
 
 
Miss Storey, Mrs Kenyon and Mrs Tailford 
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This week in Year 2 
 
As scientists this week, we have been learning about dependency and how animals within a food chain are 
dependent on each other.  
 

 
 

We also had some Golden Ticket winners teaching the class! This gave Mr Massey time for a nice relaxing 
break. 

 

 
 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

Year 3 has had a fantastic week back following our half term break. We have been focussed and determined 
which is fantastic to see! We are continuing with our theme “Sustainable Development”, however this half 
term, a lot of our focus is on looking after the environment, making sustainable choices and renewable 
energy. To support our work in this area, we familiarised ourselves with some key vocabulary by sorting 
pictures, words and their definitions. We looked for specific clues in the language used to help make our 
decision. Hopefully this will mean that in our future lessons, we will feel more confident when we come 
across this vocabulary.  

                    

 

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw  
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This week in Year 4 
 
Year 4 have made a strong start to Spring 2 this week! In science, they have been exploring the impact of 
habitat change on living things. The children have considered how environmental changes can affect plants 
and animals, and have begun thinking carefully about the responsibility we share in protecting ecosystems 
around the world. In English, they began an intriguing new unit tracing the journey of a Fairtrade banana 
from plantation to supermarket shelf. This has already sparked great curiosity, with pupils asking insightful 
questions and developing their understanding of global trade, Fairtrade and sustainability. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

Miss Davis and Mrs Bell 
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This Week in Year 5 
    

  Total Eclipse of the Start: The British Empire 
 
 

This week, Year 5 have officially set sail on their new history topic for this 
half-term: The British Empire! From the high seas to bustling trade ports, our 
young historians are beginning to uncover how a small island nation came to 

govern territories spanning almost every corner of the globe. It’s been a week of 
discovery as we look back at the voyages that changed the world. 

One of our first big challenges was investigating the famous claim that "the sun 
never sets on the British Empire." By mapping out the vast reaches of British rule, stretching from Canada to 
Australia and everywhere in between, the children discovered the literal meaning behind the phrase. They 

realised that because the Empire was so geographically widespread, it was indeed always daylight in at least 
one territory at any given time! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    

As year 6 continue their science topic on evolution, we have begun to think like evolutionary scientists. We 
took inspiration from the greatest voice of all in this field, Charles Darwin, and thought about his discovery 
and how he was guided towards it by observing finches on the Galapagos Islands. Darwin noticed that the 
finches had different shaped beaks depending on which of the islands they lived on; he surmised that this 
must be to do with their habitat and diet. We investigated this and made predictions about a range of 
‘beaks’, which we used to eat a range of food. The children had to try and predict how much food could be 
collected by each beak type and the strengths and weaknesses of each in terms of which food it was most 
suitable for eating. We will revisit our predictions next week using our data to evaluate them and raise any 
further questions we may have, just as Darwin himself would have done. 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2026 

  
     
 

Tuesday 2nd March 2026 EYFS Careers Afternoon 

Wednesday 3rd March 2026 EYFS celebrate World Book Day 

Thur 5th & Fri 6th March 26 Holly Class Parents Evening - 3.30-6pm 

Thursday 5th March 2026 World Book Day and Colour your Future Day 

Monday 9th March 2026 North East Education Trust visit for Reception - Minibeasts 

Wed 11th March 2026 Shakespeare Performance at Northern Stage. Performance begins at 
7pm and ends at 10pm 

Wc 16th March 2026 Year 6 Mock SATS Week 

Mon 23rd March 2026 Year 6 - France Parents Information Meeting. 4.30pm in school 

Mon 30th March 2026 Year 6 Trip - Discovery Museum (Packed lunches needed) 

Mon 30th March 2026 Year 5 Trip - Woodhorn Museum (Packed lunch needed) 

Tue 31st March 2026 Year 3 Trip - Alnwick Castle (Packed lunch needed) 

Weds 1st April 2026 Year 2 Trip - Cragside (Packed lunch needed) 

Thurs 2nd April 2026 Year 4 Trip - Locomotion Museum 

Thurs 2nd April 2026 Reception Trip - Whitehouse Farm (Packed lunch needed) 

Thurs 2nd April 2026 Year 1 Trip - Baltic (Packed lunch needed) 

Easter Break 2026 School closed on Good Friday 3rd April 2026 

Mon 20th April 2026 School Resumes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

​ ​                  

 
Opal Needs You!  
 
The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. 

If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
 
 
 
After School Club Needs You! 
 
We would love to take any of these off you:       

                  

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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