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Friday Flyer 
Friday 5th December 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 

Excitement is mounting in school for our Christmas performances next week and we have a very wide range 
of shows this year, from the traditional nativity, to the Dickens’ classic Christmas Carol, to a brand new 
creation from our very own Mrs Bell - a Geordie nativity titled ‘Howay in a Manger’!  While the style and 
format of each performance may differ, what they all share is the effort the children (and staff) have put into 
creating productions to kickstart your Christmas spirit.  It’s no accident that our school value for December is 
collaboration as so much of it goes into creating, rehearsing and performing the Christmas shows as you’ll 
see next week.  The performances are as follows: 

 9.15am 2.00pm 

Monday  Y5 & 6 ‘Bah Humbug’ 

Tuesday Y5 & 6 ‘Bah Humbug’ Y1 & 2 ‘It’s a Miracle’ 

Wednesday Y3 & 4 ‘Howay in a Manger’ 
Nursery’s sing along (10am) 

Nursery’s sing along 

Thursday Reception ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’ Y3 & 4 ‘Howay in a Manger’ 

Friday Y1 & 2 ‘It’s a Miracle’  

On a different note, I wanted to tell you about an interesting meeting I and the other Pele Trust 
Headteachers had this week with Generation Focus, an organisation supporting schools in spreading the 
message from the ‘Smartphone Free Childhood’ parent campaign which you may have seen on both the 
national and local news recently.  We learned some frightening statistics around the dangers of smartphones 
for children and also that in their research, SFC has found that the vast majority of parents are reluctant to 
give their primary-aged children a smartphone but feel pressured to do so to prevent their child from being 
the only one without.  I’m sure lots of our parents can relate to that sentiment.  We’re planning to explore 
whether this is something Pele Trust parents would like to become involved with and I will be in touch soon 
with further information.  For now, the take-away message from the meeting was to ask parents to consider 
holding off buying a smartphone for Christmas and instead invest in a different piece of technology or a 
non-smart mobile phone which doesn’t pose the same risks to children.  If this appeals to you, then a 
comprehensive guide to child-friendly alternatives to smartphones can be found here. 

Best wishes 
 
Claire Johnson 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
Last week I shared a guide to help you put parental controls on any new devices.  If you’re keen to reduce 
screentime over Christmas, this guide may be of interest to you. 

 



 

​ ​                  

 
 
 
 

Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     84.3% Year 3 (Pine) 98.0% 

Reception (Chestnut) 99.7% Year 4 (Alder) 95.8% 

Reception (Pinecone) 92.7% Year 4 ( Yew)      97.3% 

Year 1 (Holly) 97.3% Year 5 (Oak) 92.9% 

Year 1 (Ash)     96.6% Year 5 (Beech) 94.7% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 97.0% Year 6 (Elm) 96.1% 

Year 2 (Willow) 94.0% Year 6 (Birch)  86.9% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 89.7% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.8% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery  
 
Over the last couple of weeks nursery have been visiting soft play to work on the Prime Areas of the Early 
Years Curriculum. We have listened well as we have walked to the soft play, used our social skills to play and 
interact with our peers and our motor skills to challenge ourselves. Thank you to the PTA for funding our 
visits!  
 

                
Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
 
This week we have had special visits from some new elf friends! Marzipan and Violet appeared in Reception 
this week and have been watching all of our hard work! We then wrote all about them at job time and 
showed them how amazing we are at writing! We tried really hard to include capital letters, finger spaces 
and full stops!  We also learnt all about the Nativity story in preparation for our Nativity performance next 
week. We can’t wait to blow all our grown ups' socks off! 
       

 

 
 
Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1  
 

 Historic Live Assembly from Antarctica! 
 
 
This week Year 1 children took part in an unforgettable event — joining 5,000 schools worldwide for the first 

ever live school broadcast from Antarctica. The session was led by Rob Swan, the legendary polar explorer 

who has travelled to Antarctica over 40 times, and is the first person in history to walk to both the North and 

South Poles. 

As part of the 2041 School Programme, students were encouraged to become “Champions of the Antarctic” 

by learning about clean, renewable energy and why we must protect Antarctica forever. The year 2041 is 

when today’s young people — the 20- and 21-year-olds of the future — will play a leading role in deciding 

how this last great wilderness is preserved. 

Rob reminded us that protecting Antarctica starts with small choices we make every day: 

●​ Turn off lights and devices when they’re not using them. 

●​ Walk, scooter, or cycle to school when possible to reduce pollution. 

●​ Look after clothes, toys, and school items so they last longer and don’t need replacing as often. 

●​ Reduce waste by reusing, repairing, and recycling. 

●​ Appreciate nature and understand that every small action helps the planet. 

 

 

Miss Storey and Mrs Kenyon 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2 has been planning persuasive speeches this week in preparation for writing them next week. We’ve 
thought about persuasive vocabulary that would help us and used reasons and rhetorical questions to help. 
This week’s plans will help us with our writing next week. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

This week, with the start of December, Year 3 was full of festive cheer! Alongside the excitement, we've 
been very busy practicing for our upcoming LKS2 Christmas performance next Wednesday and Thursday, the 
children are doing brilliantly! 

In English, we started reading an exciting new text, 'The Borrowers'. The class absolutely loved discovering 
where all their 'missing' classroom items have been disappearing to! Following this, we explored acrostic 
poems and focused on how to perform poetry, using our voices and expressions to convey emotion and 
meaning. 

We've had a wonderful week of learning and performance preparation, and we can't wait to welcome you to 
watch our performance next week! 

                         
 
 
Miss Mears and Mr Shaw  
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This week in Year 4 

Festive Feeling! 

Year 4 have been absolutely loving the build-up to Christmas. Today’s Christmas Jumper and Fair Day has 
brought so much excitement into school — the children have come in sparkling, colourful jumpers and have 
really enjoyed the festive atmosphere. Their enthusiasm has been growing day by day as we get closer to the 
holidays. 

We’ve also been busy practising our Christmas performance, Howay in a Manger, and the anticipation has 
been brilliant to see. The children have thrown themselves into rehearsals, learning lines, songs and actions 
with so much energy and pride. There’s a real buzz in the classroom, and everyone is looking forward to 
sharing all their hard work with families as Christmas approaches. 

Miss Davis and Mrs Bell 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Bell & Miss Davis 
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This week in Year 5 
 

Present-ing Our Ideas 
 

 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. 
 
It was great to see the children in their Christmas jumpers today. They 
all looked very festive, and they are definitely excited about Christmas 
- the growing variety of jumper designs is a sight to behold! 
 
In English, we have been exploring discussion texts. We participated in 
an interesting debate before writing our texts to answer the question: 
Has Christmas just become all about receiving gifts? We had some 
fantastic ideas… 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    

As we delve further into our Geography topic, we spent our last lesson comparing the countries of Iceland 
and the UK. We looked at things like energy production, forms of government, climate, natural geographical 
features and location to compare the two countries. We sorted facts into a Venn Diagram and found many 
differences as well as a number of similarities. Having spent some time looking at many of the amazing 
geographical features, lots of the children are keen to visit one day to see the amazing country for 
themselves.  

 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     
 

Mon 8th December 2025 Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Tue 9th December 2025 Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Tue 9th December 2025 Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day with uniform  
Year 1 & Year 2 - Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Wed 10th December 2025 Year 3 & Year 4 - Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Thur 11th December 2025 Reception Christmas Performance - 9.15am 
Year 3 & Year 4 - Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Fri 12th December 2025 Year 1 & Year 2 Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Thur 18th December 25 Pele Trust Christmas Choir Concert at St Mary’s Church in Ponteland - 
Performance starts 1.45pm.  

Fri 19th December 2025  School breaks up for Christmas break - School finishes at 1.30pm 

Mon 5th January 2026  School Resumes 

Wed 14th January 2026 Year 5 trip to Robinwood. Return Friday 16th January. 
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Opal Needs You!  
 
The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. 

If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
 
After School Club Needs You! 
We would love to take any of these off you:                        

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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