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Friday Flyer 
Friday 31st January 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 

 
We have ended this month by learning about 
Lunar or Chinese New Year and its associated 
traditions in assemblies. Wednesday marked 
the start of the 15 days of the lunar new year 
and I would like to wish all of our families 
who celebrate a happy new year: gong hei fat 
choi! Reception have been immersed in the 
celebrations with their role play being 
transformed into a Chinese restaurant and a 
visit from Kayden and Evie’s mums who told 
the children the story of Nian, the sea 
monster and shared how their families 
celebrate. 

 
Kayden and Evie’s mums weren’t our only visitors this week as Mrs Ramsay 
returned to Ponteland Primary School to talk to Y1 about the 1960s to aid the 
children’s understanding of changes within living memory. Those of you who have 
children higher up in school will remember that Mrs Ramsay taught in our early 
years for over two decades and she has been sorely missed since she retired. It 
was Mrs Ramsay who very kindly gifted us the gorgeous wooden sign in our forest 
which was the perfect legacy as she was so passionate about developing our 
outdoor learning and forest school provision.  
 
 
 

Next Friday we will be celebrating all things maths with our take on the NSPCC Number Day where we will 
dress up as (times tables) rockstars! Miss Briggs has shared an email with all of the details, including a link 
to donate to the NSPCC if you wish; this is entirely voluntary and we won’t be collecting any donations in 
school. Please do not purchase special clothes for next Friday - your child can put together any outfit they 
feel expresses their inner rocker and if they’d prefer to wear their school uniform that is absolutely fine too. 
The children tell us that maths is one of their favourite subjects and their love for the subject is reflected in 
the high standards of achievement across school. Next Friday will give us the opportunity to not only get 
stuck into some challenges in maths but also to have some fun with the subject too.  
 
Best wishes 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding Update 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn) 96.9% Year 3 (Pine) 95.3% 

Reception (Chestnut) 99.3% Year 4 (Alder) 98.1% 

Reception (Pinecone) 94.7% Year 4 ( Yew)      95.7% 

Year 1 (Holly) 97.3% Year 5 (Oak) 91.3% 

Year 1 (Ash)    96.0% Year 5 (Beech) 96.2% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 93.0% Year 6 (Elm) 98.7% 

Year 2 (Willow) 94.7% Year 6 (Birch)  92.0% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 96.8% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.0% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
 
“If children aren’t in school, it doesn’t matter how effective or well-supported teaching and learning is, we will not 

see better outcomes for young people. That holds back our society, widens social and economic divides and leaves 

us all worse off.” Catherine McKinnell 
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This week in Nursery  
 
Acorn class has been thinking about things that are the same and things that are different this week. We 

found out that some people celebrate New Year at different times and eat different foods. We looked at 

photos when we ate special foods and then tried our very own fried rice. Yum! 

 

 

 
                
 
Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
 
This week we celebrated the Lunar New Year.  We shared the stories of The Great Race and Nian and we 
have done some brilliant writing. We started the week with visits from Kayden and Evie’s mums who came 
to talk to us about how their families celebrate.  We all received a lucky red envelope with a chocolate coin 
in too.  We have tried fortune cookies and chopsticks, dressed up in traditional clothing and practised our 
scissor skills whilst doing lots of crafts.  We have also made our own large scale Chinese Lions and have 
enjoyed dancing around school with them. 

        

 
 
Mrs Blyth and Miss Madderson 
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This week in Year 1 
 
This week in Year 1, the children have been reflecting on helping the elderly. Inspired 
by our stimulus ‘Up’, the children were excited to plan a ‘Seniors Tea Party’ to 
welcome grandparents, elderly friends or neighbours into school. The children made 
posters to advertise the event so keep an eye out for these around school! They have 
also been hard at work singing and dancing to rehearse their live performance for the 
tea party. We hope to see lots of Year 1 friends and relatives there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 
Mrs Rogers and Miss Storey 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2 has been learning about multiplication this week. We started with repeated addition and drawing 
pictures to represent the groups and the number in each group. We were then introduced to the 
multiplication sign and learnt about how it can be used to show arrays. 

 
 
Miss Briggs and Mr Massey 
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This week in Year 3 
 
This week, we have been learning to multiply 2 digit numbers by a 1 digit number. We have practiced with a 
variety of strategies including multiplying by 10, using dienes and partitioning. ​
We have worked so well in pairs and small groups to solve these calculations and 
solidify our understanding when needing to exchange ones for tens and tens for 
hundreds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury 
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This week in Year 4 
 
In PSHE this week, we have been learning about what a community is and why community is important. We 
discussed different types of communities and what community means to us. We had some great debate and 
understanding around the importance of unique roles people in a community take on. We discussed that 
every job contributes to the smooth running of a community, whether it's a doctor treating patients, a 
teacher educating students, or a shopkeeper providing essential goods. We also understood that without 
people doing a variety of jobs, daily life would become difficult. Through debate, some of us changed our 
perspective on status and salary and looked at aspects like fairness and teamwork.  

 

 
 
 
Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
News Splash! 

 
Year 5 has made a great start to their weekly swimming lessons, this term.  
 
The lessons involve improving their skills and confidence in the water. The children aim to swim 25m 
unaided using a range of strokes. They are also taught water safety skills, such as self-rescue and safe 
floating.  
                          

 
 
 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6     
 
This week, as part of our global curriculum topic on the importance of water, we 
have been researching which countries are currency classified as water 
vulnerable and why.  We have also been learning about a local charity named 
Gridaid, which develops and supplies water filters for families and communities 
in developing countries.  Using the information we found on their website, we worked in pairs to write 
persuasive scripts for our own public service announcements.   
 

 
 
 
Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

Thurs 6th February 2025 Yr1 Seniors Tea Party 1.45pm to 2.30pm 

Friday 7th February 2025 Rock Star Day - Non Uniform 

18th & 19th Feb 2025 Parents Evening - Reception to Year 6  

18th/19th/20th Feb 2025 Nursery Open Week 

Wc 24th February 2025 Half Term 

Monday 3rd March 2025 Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 4th March 2025 School resumes 

Tuesday 8th April 2025 Yr6 Trip - Discovery Museum (Packed lunches needed) 

14th April 2025 Easter Break 

28th April 2025 School resumes 

Monday 5th May 2025 Early May Bank Holiday 

12th May - 15th May 2025 KS2 SATS Week 

Wc 26th May 2025 Half Term 

2nd June 2025 School resumes 

23rd - 27th June 2025 Year 6 France Trip  

18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm 

 
Opal Needs You!  
 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 
experience. If you are having a Christmas clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your 
hands. If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 
 

●​ Wellies 
●​ Waterproofs 
●​ Barbies/dolls 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 
●​ Dressing up items 
●​ Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Metal pots and pans 
●​ Children’s gardening tools  
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Upcoming PTA Meetings 

 
 

Day Date  Time  Location Rough Agenda  

Thur 06/02/25 17.30 The Hive Planning upcoming events 

Wed 05/03/25 17.30 The Hive Planning Easter events 

Thur 03/04/25 17.30 The Hive Confirming details of easter events 

Wed 07/05/25 17.30 The Hive Planning summer events 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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 Calling all amazing parents! Join the Ponteland Primary School PTA and make a real 
difference in your child's education!  

 
 Are you passionate about supporting your child's school and creating a nurturing learning environment? 

The Ponteland PTA is seeking enthusiastic parents like you to join our incredible team!  
 
By becoming a member of the Parent-Teacher Association, you'll have the opportunity to contribute to your 
child's school experience in a meaningful way. With your help, we raise essential funds that go beyond the 

school's budget, allowing us to provide valuable resources and enhance educational opportunities.  
 
We understand that time is precious, and every contribution matters. Whether you can spare just one hour 
or offer more of your valuable time, your involvement will make a tremendous impact. From organising 

fundraisers and social events to collaborating on exciting projects, there's a role for everyone.  
Here are just a few reasons why joining the PTA is a rewarding experience: 
 

 Active involvement: Be an active participant in your child's education journey by collaborating with 
dedicated teachers, staff, and other passionate parents. 

 Making a difference: Together, we can support the school's growth and help provide additional 
resources that benefit every child's learning experience. In June 2023, the PTA were able to donate a 
fantastic £10,000 towards the 2 new climbing frames that have been installed in the playground. More 
recently, we have been able to fund new football kits. And we love to hear new ideas to keep our 
fundraising activities fresh and interesting for everyone. 

 Building connections: Forge new friendships with like-minded parents who share your commitment to 
education and community. 

 Fun and rewarding activities: Get involved in exciting events, from school fairs and fundraisers to special 
projects that bring joy to the entire school community. We have the followings events coming up that you 
could be involved with: 
Providing refreshments at various events, for example, end of year assemblies 
Pre-loved uniform (an ongoing initiative to recycle usable uniform to assist with the school's sustainability 
ethos) 
Halloween Disco 

 Role modelling: Show your child the importance of giving back and making a positive impact by actively 
participating in their school life. 
Join us today and be part of an amazing community dedicated to empowering our children's futures! 
Together, we can create an extraordinary learning environment that nurtures growth and inspires success. 

 

To express your interest or learn more about the PTA, please reach out to  pontelandpta@gmail.com or 
pass your details to school. We can't wait to welcome you!! #PontelandPTA #ParentPower 
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	“If children aren’t in school, it doesn’t matter how effective or well-supported teaching and learning is, we will not see better outcomes for young people. That holds back our society, widens social and economic divides and leaves us all worse off.” Catherine McKinnell 

