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Friday Flyer 
Friday 28th November 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 

 
A big thank you to the Friends of PPS for 
hosting yet another fantastic Scholastic 
Book Fair. With total sales of £2,206.54 
resulting in an amazing £1,323.92 earned 
in book commission for the school, we are 
incredibly grateful to everyone who 
supported the event by helping out or 
purchasing books. Nothing makes me 
happier than seeing children enjoying 
books and I’ve loved chatting to them 
about which book they picked from the 
book fair and hearing them talk about why 
they like it so much.  Thank you also to 
everyone who bought a book to kindly 
donate to their child’s class.  
 
If that wasn’t impressive enough, the Friends of PPS were also in action last night, hosting our inaugural 
wreath-making event, which was a great success as you can see from the gorgeous photos below (thanks to 
Debbie for the professional pics!). The raffle for the Charlotte Tilbury advent calendar was drawn during the 
evening, and we are delighted to congratulate Steph Tarrant, our lucky winner!  

It’s a busy season for the Friends of PPS as they are also hosting our Christmas Fair next Friday after school.  
The fair is always a fabulous start to the festivities and will lead us nicely into our Christmas performances 
the following week.  Thank you to everyone who brought in a chocolate treat for the tombola and thank you 
in advance for your donations of bottles next Friday when the children can wear their Christmas jumper over 
their school uniform.  As well as the ever-popular bottle pull, the Friends of PPS have organised some new 
stalls and activities for the children and we will also be welcoming some students from Ponteland High 
School who will be selling items linked to their enterprise project, ‘Grow £5’.  As ever, we have an impressive 
array of raffle prizes, including vouchers from Fratellis, Sam’s Cafe and Miller and Carter if you fancy a meal 
out and from Ponteland Leisure Centre if you want to treat the children to soft play or treat yourself to a spa 
day!  I look forward to seeing you there - you’ll find me in Mrs Claus’ grotto (aka my office) reading stories by 
the fire! 

Best wishes 
 
Claire Johnson 
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Friends of Ponteland Primary School Wreath Making Event 
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Rocksteady Concerts 
 
This week we had our first Rocksteady concerts of the year and they were awesome! The children have 
worked so hard to work as a band, learn new chords and music skills and were so incredibly brave to 
perform in front of such a large audience. Well done Rockstars! 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
I imagine we’re all starting to plan for Christmas presents so the following guide may prove useful if Santa is 
planning to deliver any new devices which may need to be protected before they’re opened on Christmas 
morning.   
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     89.8% Year 3 (Pine) 98.7% 

Reception (Chestnut) 96.7% Year 4 (Alder) 98.1% 

Reception (Pinecone) 92.7% Year 4 ( Yew)      98.3% 

Year 1 (Holly) 94.3% Year 5 (Oak) 94.8% 

Year 1 (Ash)     89.3% Year 5 (Beech) 91.0% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 98.0% Year 6 (Elm) 92.9% 

Year 2 (Willow) 94.7% Year 6 (Birch)  93.8% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 96.2% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.0% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Reception 
 
Over the last couple of weeks we have been working on our core text, ‘This is our House’ alongside our spine 
book, Stickman.  We have been thinking of our class community and our families and we have created our 
own family trees.  We also read our core text ‘Our Class is a Family’ and we realised that, although all of our 
families look different, they are all full of love. 
 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1 
 

Yesterday, Year 1 enjoyed a wonderful local history walk. As we travelled around the village, we looked at old 

photographs and talked about what has stayed the same and what has changed over time. 

The children were very enthusiastic as we explored a range of historical landmarks. 

The class loved making connections between the past and present and were full of great questions. We’re 

looking forward to using what we discovered in our upcoming history lessons. 

 

 
 
Miss Storey and Mrs Kenyon 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2’s amazing writing from this week. We have been writing repeating pattern poems about banning the 
dark based on our class book The King Who Banned the Dark. We came up with lots of creative ideas and 
adjectives to persuade people to ban the dark like the king did and then turned them into a poem. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

Year 3 has had a very busy week this week. We began the week with a school trip to Woodhorn. We had a 
really engaging time across 3 workshops and are so thankful to Woodhorn for working with us. We used our 
knowledge from Rocks and Soils in Science to sort different Rocks and Fossils and learn more about where 
they came from. We also got to use clay to make some imprints of fossils to take home. Another of our 
workshops allowed us to get a glimpse into the life and experience of a miner working in the pits. We 
donned our caps, neckerchiefs and waistcoats as we learned more about life in the mines. Our final 
workshop was a tour around the Coillery.  

 

 

                                

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw 
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This week in Year 4 
 
 A Magical Day at Lilidorei! 

We’re so excited to share the wonderful news about our recent school trip to Lilidorei at The Alnwick 
Garden! It was a magical day from start to finish, and the children made us so proud with their lovely 
behaviour. Their good manners and respectful attitude really stood out all day. 

The children were completely swept up in the fun; meeting the snowman, elf, goblin, and fairy, listening to 
the brilliant storyteller, and bravely climbing the amazing play structure! 

A real highlight was when a member of the Lilidorei team came over specially to tell us how fantastic our 
pupils were. They said the children were brilliant ambassadors for the school, which made us feel incredibly 
proud. 

We hope the magic, excitement, and happy memories stay with them for a long time! 

 

Miss Davis and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
 

(A)I Can’t Believe it! 

 
This week, Year 5 stepped into the world of AI as we turned our written descriptions of a Marley-type ghost 
into spooky illustrations! 
 
We began by writing detailed character descriptions, taking inspiration from our core text, A Christmas 
Carol. The children worked hard to include a range of techniques such as fronted adverbials, three-word 
sentences, and plenty of sensory details to bring their phantoms to life. 
 
Once the writing was complete, we fed our descriptions into an AI platform to generate an image. The 
clearer and more vivid the writing, the more accurate the picture — and the children were eager to see 
whether their ghostly visions would appear on screen! 
 
The results were wonderfully mixed, from eerie spectres to fearsome phantoms, and many images looked 
just as the children had imagined them. It was a brilliant blend of creativity, technology, and classic 
literature. 

 

 

    
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    

Building on last week’s work, Year 6 have been drafting and refining their final pieces inspired by our core 
text, Yellow Butterfly.  Over several weeks, they have practised key writing skills and applied them to craft 
powerful first-person, present-tense narratives. Each pupil structured their work into four descriptive 
paragraphs, capturing the stark realities of modern conflict with sensitivity and impact.  The children 
demonstrated remarkable resilience and dedication throughout the editing process, carefully improving and 
elevating their writing to produce their very best work. We are incredibly proud of their effort, creativity, 
and determination. 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

Friday 5th December 2025 Christmas Jumper Day (with uniform) for donation of a bottle for our 
famous bottle pull! 
PTA Christmas Fair. Games, food, drinks, Santa, raffle, tombola and so 
much more!  

Mon 8th December 2025 Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Tue 9th December 2025 Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Tue 9th December 2025 Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day with uniform  
Year 1 & Year 2 - Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Wed 10th December 2025 Year 3 & Year 4 - Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Thur 11th December 2025 Reception Christmas Performance - 9.15am 
Year 3 & Year 4 - Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Fri 12th December 2025 Year 1 & Year 2 Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Thur 18th December 25 Pele Trust Christmas Choir Concert at St Mary’s Church in Ponteland - 
Performance starts 1.45pm.  

Fri 19th December 2025  School breaks up for Christmas break - School finishes at 1.30pm 

Mon 5th January 2026  School Resumes 

Wed 14th January 2026 Year 5 trip to Robinwood. Return Friday 16th January. 
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Opal Needs You!  
 
The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. 

If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
 
After School Club Needs You! 
We would love to take any of these off you:                        

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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