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Friday Flyer 
Friday 26th September 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 
 
On Thursday night I had the pleasure of meeting with our wonderful PTA team for the Annual General 
Meeting.  It was so lovely to be in the company of people who share mine and the staff’s love of the school 
and our passion to make the children’s experience the best it can possibly be.  It was quite staggering to 
look at all of the support the PTA gave us last year in the form of fairs, discos, movie nights, pre-loved 
uniform sales, teas and coffees served and hampers raffled and even more staggering to look at the amount 
of money raised for school - over £15,000! Incredible!  None of that would be possible without the sheer 
drive and dedication the PTA have and I feel very grateful to Sinead (Chair), Teleri (Vice-Chair), Frances 
(Treasurer), Sarah (Secretary) and all of the other members who give so generously of their time and ideas 
to make each initiative such a resounding success.   
 
We had some new members join at the meeting last night and it’s not too late if you would like to add your 
support too - Sinead is happy to welcome new members across the year and there is no minimum 
commitment so if you are short on time and can only offer ten minutes one morning to help set up a stall 
for a fair then we’d be very grateful to have you on the team.  Equally, you are very welcome to throw 
yourself in fully and attend every meeting and event if you would prefer! 
 
Last night it was formally agreed that the PTA will change its name to Friends of Ponteland Primary School.  
This is to reflect the fact that the committee is supported by a wide range of people from, grandparents to 
friends, and is not limited just to parents.  Hopefully this feels more inclusive and will encourage anyone 
who would like to be involved to put themselves forward. 
 
Finally, you will have an attachment with this 
week’s Friday Flyer, entitled ‘Be Hopeful 
Newsletter’ which has been shared with us 
from the mental health support team at 
Northumberland County Council.  On this note, 
following on from the guide I shared in last 
week’s FF to support open conversations at 
home, I have included, in the Safeguarding and 
Wellbeing section below, a guide to developing 
emotional literacy with your child.  This is something which we prioritise in school, using the Zones of 
Regulation to help children express themselves.  We’ve had lots of positive feedback from families who 
have also adopted the Zones at home so if this is something you’ve not yet tried then it might be worth 
asking your child about it and trying it out as a family. 
Best wishes 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     94.2% Year 3 (Pine) 95.7% 

Reception (Chestnut) 100% Year 4 (Alder) 98.7% 

Reception (Pinecone) 98.0% Year 4 ( Yew)      98.0% 

Year 1 (Holly) 99.3% Year 5 (Oak) 94.5% 

Year 1 (Ash)     97.9% Year 5 (Beech) 96.7% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 100% Year 6 (Elm) 91.6% 

Year 2 (Willow) 96.0% Year 6 (Birch)  94.5% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 96.0% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 97.2% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 
    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery  
 
Nursery have settled well into their routine, enjoying their long forest school sessions. We enjoy a snack in 

the morning and afternoon, which we have started to have by the fire. The children have listened well to 

the different rules in the woods, well done!  

 

                

   Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
  
This week we have started our Little Wandle phonics journey.  Each week we learn 4 new sounds and then 
we begin to use the sounds we have learned to blend to read and segment to spell.  The children have 
made an excellent start and we have been so impressed with their listening skills.  The children have been 
practising the sounds they have learnt so far this week, ‘s, a, t, p’ and have been exploring these sounds in 
our environment during discovery time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1 
 
In Art this week, Year 1 have been exploring patterns and mark-making in a very exciting way. The children 
began with a swirling line that started at a centre point and gradually spiralled outward across the page. 
Inside each section created by the spiral, they filled the space with a different pattern using only black pen. 

This activity helped the children to: 

●​ Experiment with line, shape, and texture in a creative way. 
●​ Develop fine motor control and careful mark-making skills. 
●​ Use imagination to invent as many different patterns as possible. 
●​ Gain confidence working in monochrome without relying on colour. 

The results were fantastic – each artwork became a unique collection of swirls filled with zigzags, dots, 
waves, stripes, and many other inventive designs. 

We are so proud of the children’s hard work. 

 
 
Miss Storey and Mrs Kenyon 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2 have continued their learning about the Great Fire of London. This week they have been writing 
creative poems about the fire. As part of their English lesson, they ventured into the forest to have a real 
fire. Whilst around the fire pit, they worked together to create two poems using similes. One about a cosy 
fire and the other about a scary fire. We used ambitious descriptions, using the real fire in front of us for 
inspiration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

This week in History, Year 3 has been diving into the fascinating world of the Stone Age! We explored how 
this time period is divided into three stages: the Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic), the Middle Stone Age 
(Mesolithic), and the New Stone Age (Neolithic). 

The children were amazed to learn how early humans lived in caves, hunted for food, and made simple 
tools using animal bones, stone, and wood. We discussed how life changed as people began to settle in 
small communities, farm their own food, and develop more advanced tools and homes. Marking the shift 
from a nomadic lifestyle to more permanent settlements. 

A highlight of the week was watching a video about Stone Age life and how this incredible era helped shape 
the history of Britain. The children were full of questions and enthusiasm, and it’s been wonderful to see 
their curiosity come alive! 

We’re looking forward to building on this knowledge as we continue our journey through history. 
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  Miss Mears and Mr Shaw 
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This week in Year 4 
 
In science this week, we investigated which materials were electrical conductors and which were electrical 
insulators. We made some predictions before we built our simple circuits, and then filled in our results 
tables with our findings. To deepen our understanding, we discussed how insulating materials help to keep 
us safe when using items containing live electrical components. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Miss Davis and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
This week, Year 5 launched into a brand-new way of thinking about reading.  
 
Each week, we’ll be exploring different skills that help us become sharp, 
savvy readers. 
 
Our first mission was skimming and scanning—clever techniques that make 
longer texts far less daunting. Skimming is all about zooming over the page to 
catch the big idea, while scanning is like going on a treasure hunt for those all-important key words to help 
make sense of the text. 
 
The children had great fun practising these skills and were amazed at how much they could understand 
without reading every single word (parents, don’t worry—they still will read their books properly at home!).  
 
Once they’d mastered the basics, they put their new talents to work in small groups, hunting down key 
ideas and pulling together quick-fire summaries like pros. 
 
All in a day’s work for Year 5 detectives! 

 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    
 
It has been another busy week in Year 6.  We have written some truly impressive suspense stories, got to 
grips with decimals and factors in maths and continued our exploration of electrical circuits in science.  Year 
6 has also continued to impress our specialist music teacher, Mrs Wigham, this week. The children showed 
great skill and competence during their music lessons when they learned to improvise a simple melody 
above triad chords of C and G.   

 

 

 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

Tue 30th September 2025 Year 6 - Victoria Tunnels Trip - Packed lunches needed 

Mon 29th Sept - Weds 1st 
Oct 2025 

Year 6 Prospective Parent’s Open Mornings 

Thur 2nd October 2025 Year 6 - Prospective Parents Evening at Ponteland High School  
5.30pm to 7.30pm 

Tue 14th October 2025 Flu Immunisations Day 

Weds 15th October 2025 Harvest Festival 

Wc 20th October 2025 Captain Chemistry  

Wc 27th October 2025 October Half Term 

Mon 3 November 2025 Teacher Training Day 

Tue 4th November 2025 School resumes 

Wed 26th November 2025 Individual Photo Day 

Fri 19th December 2025  School breaks up for Christmas break - School finishes at 1.30pm 

Mon 5th January 2026  School Resumes 

 
 
Opal Needs You!  
 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you 

have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
After School Club Needs You! 
We would love to take any of these off you:                        

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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