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Friday Flyer 
Friday 20th June 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 

I am writing this week’s Friday Flyer having just returned from the Kaleidoscope Club’s performance at the 
Tyne Theatre and I have been completely blown away by the whole event!  It was truly inspirational with 
our amazing children singing and dancing their hearts out.  The premise behind our Kaleidoscope project is 
to celebrate each of our differences: just as the multitude of colours in a kaleidoscope combine to create 
something special, so too do the differences in all of our children.  Our Years 4, 5 and 6 children performed 
alongside their peers in the other Pele Trust primary schools, making both friends and wonderful memories.  
Brian in Y6 took the audience’s breath away with his stunning solo of ‘When you Believe’ - I had tears in my 
eyes watching him, what a talent!  As well as preparing our children for the show, Mrs Adamson has led the 
theatre aspect of the Kaleidoscope project across Pele Trust and has put in an enormous amount of work to 
make tonight’s show the success it was.  A performer herself, she knew exactly how to choreograph each 
piece and the final result was a real triumph!  Thank you so much to Mrs Adamson and the team who 
supported her - Miss Briggs, Mrs Ogden, Miss Reilly and Mrs Frame - what an incredible experience they 
have given the children. 
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It was so lovely to welcome so many of our parents and carers into school this week for Sports Day.  The 
children put in maximum effort in each of their events and had a blast cheering each other on.  It was great 
to see the competitive spirit well and truly alive with the adults too!  We had some very brave parents who 
stepped up to race and, much to the children’s delight, the teachers also competed against each other!  Mr 
Tailford on the field and Mr Smith on the mic were a dream team and ensured the event ran super 
smoothly.  We’re already looking forward to next year’s event! 

 
In other sports news, I’m delighted to share with you that we have been 
reaccredited the platinum award in the School Games Mark.  The award 
recognises our commitment to developing competitive sport within school 
and is something we have worked hard to achieve.  Huge thanks to Mr 
Tailford and Mr Drane for all the work they have put into this. 
 

This week has brought not one but two accreditations as we have also been awarded gold in our OPAL 
assessment!  Miss Dinning and the OPAL team have done a tremendous job in developing our outdoor 
provision and you can see from the pictures just how much joy OPAL brings to the children’s day. 

 
 
Excitement levels are high for Y6 who will be setting off on their residential trip to France bright and early 
on Monday morning.  I will be accompanying them and so Miss Dinning will be leading school in my 
absence.  I look forward to seeing everyone once we return in a week’s time. 
Best wishes, Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
This month’s value is resilience and this week the children had the opportunity to draw on their resilience 
during sports day in those events where they didn’t come in first place.  It can be difficult for a child to cope 
with the upsetting feelings which arise when they lose a race or don’t get picked for a sports team, but 
learning how to manage these emotions in a healthy way is an important part of growing up and so I hope 
this guide is helpful to you when you have those conversations with your child. 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     93.2% Year 3 (Pine) 83.3% 

Reception (Chestnut) 96.7% Year 4 (Alder) 91.6% 

Reception (Pinecone) 94.3% Year 4 ( Yew)      97.7% 

Year 1 (Holly) 95.7% Year 5 (Oak) 89.4% 

Year 1 (Ash)     99.3% Year 5 (Beech) 96.2% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 93.3% Year 6 (Elm) 98.3% 

Year 2 (Willow) 99.3% Year 6 (Birch)  88.7% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 93.9% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.6% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery  
                  

This week we have read to text Somebody Swallowed Stanley. We found out that if we litter lots of animals might 

think the litter is food and eat it! This would make them very unwell. We then decided to go on a litter pick, clearing 

litter from our woods and playground. We are all Eco Warriors!  

         
 

    Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
  
This week we have continued with our dinosaur learning and found out some fascinating facts - Did you 
know that a T-rex’s poo is 1 metre long?  This was definitely a firm favourite! We’ve also enjoyed lots of fun 
in the sun and water play. 
 

 
 

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1 
 
Year 1 have had a fun and sunshine filled week this week! We have certainly been able to make the most of 
our wonderful weather with smores in the woods and Sports Day!  
 
We have also been learning about FairTrade in Geography and have been tasting and rating some FairTrade 
foods such as bananas, chocolate and apple juice. In English we have been learning about non-fiction texts 
and creating fact files to go alongside our core text of the term, Lost and Found. We are all so proud of 
everyone for their participation during Sports Day, not only for taking part and giving their best effort but 
for being super cheerleaders and supporters of all of the other children. Well done Year 1! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
           
                 
Mrs Rogers and Miss Storey 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2 has been problem-solving using an online maths programme. We’ve been working hard to apply our 
arithmetic skills to different contexts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Miss Briggs and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

 
We are so impressed with the efforts of every single member of year 3. They all showcased their athletic 
skills and sportsmanship on Wednesday afternoon during sports day. Each child competed in 6 events - 
standing long jump, lap run, howler throw, sprint, shotput and the egg and spoon race. During each event 
the children showed determination and resilience as they put into practice the skills they have been 
learning in PE. What really impressed us was how each child was celebrated by their peers - regardless of 
which position they came in! Well done everyone and a huge thank you to Mr Tailford and Mr Smith for 
organising such a fun afternoon.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury ​
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This week in Year 4 
 
In DT, we have been learning about food hygiene, food groups and practicing our cutting skills. We are 
building our skills to create our very own salads in the coming weeks. This week we practiced our bridge 
grips and claw grips to cut cucumbers and tomatoes. We then thought about what ingredients we would 
need and hygiene rules we would need to follow to create our own designs. Watch out for our ingredients 
lists coming home soon to make our exciting creations! 
 

 
 
 
Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
 

Chasing your Tail(ford) 

What a fantastic morning it was for Year 5 during Wednesday’s Sports Day! The pupils gave it their all, 
showcasing not only their athletic talents but also superb sportsmanship across six exciting events: standing 
jump, lap runs, howler throw, sprint, shot put, and of course, the ever-popular egg and spoon race. 

Throughout the morning, the children displayed excellent determination and resilience, putting into 
practice the skills they’ve been developing in PE. What made the event truly special was the way they 
encouraged and celebrated one another, regardless of final positions. 

A definite highlight was the Teacher’s Race, with a big congratulations to Mr Tailford for his Usain Bolt-like 
storming to victory and securing the gold! 

Well done to all of Year 5, and thank you to the parents for your cheer and support.  

 

 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    
 
As we begin to think about transition to high school, this week has been Bee week in year 6. We have spent 
time researching bees and their roles in the hive, their life cycles and how crucial they are to humankind. 
We have tasted various honeys, studied a bee’s anatomy and found out where they thrive on planet Earth. 
Some examples of our work from this week will be displayed at a special exhibition at the high school 
during our first few weeks at Ponteland High school in September. Can you BEE’lieve we have nearly 
finished year 6?!? 
 

 
 
 
Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

25th June 2025 Year 1 Trip - Gibside Trip (Packed lunches needed) 

27th June 2025 Year 2 Trip - Beamish (Packed lunches needed) 

23rd - 27th June 2025 Year 6 France Trip  

1st July 2025 International Joke Day - £1 per entry winner announced for best joke 

1st July 2025 Year3 Trip - Arbeia Roman Fort - (Packed lunch needed) 

1st July 20215 Year 4 Trip - Druridge Bay - (Packed lunch needed) 

3rd July 2025 Year 3 assembly and information meeting with Yr 4 teachers - 9.15am 

4th July 2025 Year 5 assembly and information meeting with teachers - 9.15am 

8th July 2025 Year 2 assembly and information meeting with Yr 3 teachers - 9.15am 

9th July 2025 Year 5 Movie night after school 

9th July 2025 Year 1 assembly and information meeting with Yr 2 teachers - 9.15am 

10th July 2025 Year 4 assembly and information meeting with Yr 5 teachers - 9.15am 

11th July 2025 Reception Assembly and information meeting with Yr 1 teachers - 9.15am 

11th July 2025 Rocksteady Concert - 1.15pm prompt start - Years 4-6 &  
& 2.15pm prompt start for Years 1-3 

Sat 12th July 2025 Wine & Cheese Tasting. Parents/Carers only. £25 per ticket. St Mary’s 
Church Hall. 

16th July 2025 Year 6 leavers assembly - 2pm 

18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm 

1st September 2025 Teacher Training Day 

2nd September 2025 School Resumes 
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Opal Needs You!  
 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you 

have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 
●​  

Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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