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Friday Flyer 
Friday 19th December 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 
 
If last week was all about the children’s acting talent, this week has been all about their singing and dancing 
with lots of fun being had at class parties and some very special concerts performed by both our KS1 choir 
and the Pele Trust KS2 choir. 
 
I can’t tell you how moving it was to watch our Year 1 and 2 children singing Christmas songs to the elderly 
residents of Grange Lea Care Home.  It very much brought Christmas joy into the home and the residents 
enjoyed every minute.  The children had spent time in school, prior to visiting the home, creating Christmas 
cards and angels which they shared with the elderly people.  It was a truly memorable afternoon, made all 
the more special when Mrs Adamson, who has the most beautiful voice, led the residents in a sing-a-long 
with some Christmas classics.   
 
Another highlight this week was Mrs Wigham’s annual Pele Trust Primary Schools Carol Concert at St Mary’s.  
The church is always packed full and this year was no exception with standing room only well before the 
concert was due to begin!  The choir outdid themselves, singing beautifully and filling the audience with 
Christmas cheer.  Mrs Wigham’s band has grown in numbers since the start of the autumn term with an 
upsurge in keen recorder players, thanks to her excellent teaching of this instrument in Year 4 classes this 
term. The musicians played alongside children from the other schools which was all the more impressive 
given they only had two hours to rehearse together yesterday morning! All the children, in both choir and 
band, should feel very proud of their excellent performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are now at the end of the longest term of the academic year and I think everyone - children, parents and 
staff - are all ready for a break!  I hope everyone is able to have some quality time with their families over 
the festive period and we look forward to seeing the children back in school on Monday 5th January. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
This time of year can be challenging for some families and especially so if you are experiencing domestic 
abuse.  Please know that school staff have all been trained in understanding domestic abuse and you are 
always welcome to come into school for support. We are an Operation Encompass school which means we 
receive notifications from the police if they are called to a domestic incident and we are therefore well 
placed to provide support to families where needed.  
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     80.2% Year 3 (Pine) 94.0% 

Reception (Chestnut) 93.0% Year 4 (Alder) 93.9% 

Reception (Pinecone) 94.0% Year 4 ( Yew)      93.3% 

Year 1 (Holly) 94.0% Year 5 (Oak) 94.2% 

Year 1 (Ash)     96.6% Year 5 (Beech) 95.3% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 96.3% Year 6 (Elm) 96.8% 

Year 2 (Willow) 94.7% Year 6 (Birch)  90.0% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 92.7% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.6% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery  
 
Nursery have enjoyed their last week of 2025 in school by experiencing their first Christmas party at 
Ponteland Primary School. We enjoyed some party games, including pass the parcel, taking photos with 
props and a snowball fight! A lovely way to get ready for Christmas. Have a lovely break everyone and see 
you in 2026! 
 

                
 
 
Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 

 
We have had a fabulously festive week in Reception. We have made lots of different Christmas crafts and 
shown great care when using the glue guns.  On Tuesday we had a visit from the big man himself - we were 
so happy to see Santa and to find out that we were all on the good list, even the teachers!  We also danced 
our hearts out at our Chrstmas party on Wednesday. Wishing all our lovely families a joyful Christmas! 

 
 
Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1  
 
We’ve had a great final week of term in Year 1! In science, we used our learning about the four seasons to 

create our own calendars. The children really challenged themselves with their Christmas cards, using their 

DT skills to stitch a wooden bauble. These baubles are a little keepsake for parents – and we talked about 

how it doesn’t matter if they’re not perfect, as they show the children’s effort and learning. We also had lots 

of fun celebrating together at our Christmas party.  

 

 

 
Miss Storey, Mrs Kenyon and Mrs Tailford 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2 have had a lovely festive week but we’ve also been learning about AI. We spent time thinking 
critically about images and trying to decide which were real photos and which were AI. We watched some AI 
videos of animals and then talked about how we knew they weren’t real but also about how realistic they 
were. Then we sorted pictures, deciding which were real and which were not. We were incredibly sensible 
about how and why to think critically about what we see online but also enjoyed seeing what AI can do. 
 

 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 
 
What an incredible final week we have had to wrap up a brilliant term! Our classroom has been a hive of 
festive activity; we’ve been busy baking delicious mince pies, crafting beautiful Christmas cards, and 
look-ahead to the future by designing our very own 2026 calendars. We even put our numeracy skills to the 
test, successfully solving complex maths equations to help Santa with his "Reindeer Dilemma!" The highlight 
of our week was undoubtedly our Year 3 Christmas Slumber Party, where we all got cozy in our pyjamas to 
enjoy popcorn, classic Christmas movies, and plenty of party games. 

It has been a wonderful term, and every single student deserves a well-earned rest. We wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready to go in 
2026! 

                                  
 
Miss Mears and Mr Shaw  
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This week in Year 4 

S’mores galore! 

Off to the forest, stomp stomp STOMP,​
 Alder and Yew went jumpity-plomp!​

 Boots went squelch and socks went oh no,​
 “Who stepped in mud?” — “I DID!” — “EWWWW!” 

Mrs Bell said, “Line up straight!”​
 But squirrels did flips and refused to wait.​
 Miss Davis ducked as a twig said WHACK!​
 “Was that a tree… or a sneaky attack?” 

Mr Armstrong said, “Stay calm, stay cool,”​
 Then slipped on a leaf like a wobbly stool.​
 Mrs Hurst laughed, holding sticks up high,​

 “S’MORES ARE COMING!” she shouted to the sky. 

Tummies went GRUMBLE, feet went sore,​
 “Are we there yet?” — “Just five steps more!”​

 Finally—FIRE! And marshmallows galore,​
 Some went on sticks… some fell on the floor. 

Chocolate was melty, goo everywhere,​
 On noses, on jumpers, in someone’s hair!​
 Alder and Yew cheered, sticky and proud,​

 “This is the BEST SCHOOL TRIP EVER!” they vowed. 

Back through the forest, tired but glad,​
 With full tummies and memories mad.​

 And one final thought as they trudged out the view…​
 “Can we come back tomorrow?”​

 (Teachers said, “NO.” 😆) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Davis and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
 

Yule Blog 

 
This week in year 5 we’ve been hardworking little elves. Although the teaching staff have channelled their 
inner Grinch and still made sure work was done, we at least made sure they had a Christmas twist on them. 
We’ve used our maths knowledge to help crack codes to solve mysteries, completed Christmas crafts and 
completed our English unit by creating blogs about ourselves. 
 
Of course, this is also a time for celebration so we couldn’t complete the final week of term without 
watching a Christmas movie with some popcorn and snacks! 
 
Have a wonderful Christmas break and a Happy New Year everyone. See you in 2026! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    

What a wonderfully busy week it has been in Year 6 as we reached the end of the autumn term!  We began 
with a short trip along the corridor to the high school, where the fantastic sixth form staff and students 
hosted a Christmas film morning. We enjoyed watching That Christmas in their lecture theatre, which was a 
real treat.  Back in our own classroom, we celebrated with a cosy Christmas party—movies, comfy clothes, 
and plenty of snacks and drinks to keep the festive spirit alive.  Alongside all the fun, we still found time for 
learning: plotting Christmas coordinates in maths, producing a fantastic piece of writing in English, and 
getting creative with some festive crafts. 

We are now ready for a well-deserved Christmas break and would like to wish all our wonderful families a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     
 

Mon 5th January 2026  School Resumes 

Wed 14th January 2026 Year 5 trip to Robinwood. Return Friday 16th January 

Wc Mon 16th February 2026 Half Term Break 

Mon 23rd February 2026 Teacher Training Day 

Tue 24th February 2026 School Resumes 

Easter Break 2026 School closed on Friday 3rd April 2026 

Mon 20th April 2026 School Resumes 

 
 
 
Opal Needs You!  
 
The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. 

If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
 
After School Club Needs You! 
We would love to take any of these off you:                        

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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