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Friday Flyer 
Friday 14th March 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 
 
Last week, in my excitement to share our World Book Day activities, I forgot to tell you about our 
participation in National Careers Week.  Mrs Frame has done a sterling job of developing our careers 
provision in school and creating opportunities for the children to be exposed to and inspired by various 
careers.  She is working with colleagues across Pele Trust on the ambitious goal of supporting every child to 
voice their ambitions, broaden their aspirations and pursue their dreams.  Last week we drew on our 
database of parents’ careers and welcomed a flurry of professions into school to pique the children’s 
interest and raise their aspirations.  Each year group adopted Colin the Careers Bear and he will be making 
his way home with a different child each week to find out about the career of their parent, a family 
member, friend or neighbour - look out for him making a visit to your home soon! 
  
The highlight of this week for me has to be the incredible performance by some of our Year 5s and 6s in 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  The cast have been rehearsing for the last four months and 
their dedication and hard work certainly paid off on Thursday evening when they performed to a sold out 
audience at Northern Stage.  I can’t find enough superlatives to describe how impressive their performance 
was!  Not a line was missed, every voice was projected loud and clear throughout the theatre and each 
actor executed their part with panache.  I felt incredibly proud of our pupils and I know that their families in 
the audience were also bursting with pride.  We participate in the Coram Shakespeare Schools Festival 
every year and what makes the experience even more special is that we perform on the same night as other 
Pele Trust primary schools, giving 
the children the opportunity to mix 
with peers who they will be with in 
high school.  It was so lovely to hear 
the schools cheering for each other 
and commenting on the 
outstanding performances from 
their peers.  Huge thanks to Mrs 
Maccoy, Miss Mears and Miss Davis 
who along with the children have 
poured their hearts and souls into 
rehearsals and should also feel very 
proud of what they collectively 
achieved on Thursday evening.  
Thank you also to Mr Armstrong 
who gave his time to provide extra 
support to our talented cast on the 
night.  
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This week also saw a performance of another kind: Mrs Wigham led Key Stage 2 in a bilingual rendition of 
Louis Armstrong’s What a Wonderful World.  Our performance will be part of a compilation that includes 
other schools across the region as part of the North East Festival of Languages.  The Festival is a celebration 
of the diverse languages, cultures and communities in the region and our connections to the world.  It was 
the perfect opportunity for the children to develop their French outside of lessons and I’m sure Madame 
Humes will be as impressed with the end result as Mrs Wigham was. 
 
Our final performance of the week was for Newcastle United!  Miss Smith and Mrs Bell took messages of 
support from children across school to send to the team; hopefully it brings them luck this weekend! 
 
Best wishes,  
Claire Johnson 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     92.5% Year 3 (Pine) 99.3% 

Reception (Chestnut) 99.0% Year 4 (Alder) 95.8% 

Reception (Pinecone) 100% Year 4 ( Yew)      98.3% 

Year 1 (Holly) 98.7% Year 5 (Oak) 92.3% 

Year 1 (Ash)     94.3% Year 5 (Beech) 98.3% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 91.7% Year 6 (Elm) 99.0% 

Year 2 (Willow) 98.0% Year 6 (Birch)  98.7% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 97.1% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.0% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
 
“If children aren’t in school, it doesn’t matter how effective or well-supported teaching and learning is, we will not 

see better outcomes for young people. That holds back our society, widens social and economic divides and leaves 

us all worse off.” Catherine McKinnell 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing  
 

 



 

​ ​                 

This week in Nursery  
 

Nursery explored their core text, Mr Wolf’s Pancakes. We found out that we have neighbours at both home 

and at school. We decided, unlike the story, to be kind to our neighbours and make pancakes for them. They 

were delicious!  

 

            

Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
 
We shared our core text, Christopher Nibble as we continued our global theme of sustainable development 
and started our new topic around minibeasts.  We have produced some wonderful writing around the story, 
created maps of the setting, Dandeville and learnt all about different minibeasts. 
 

 
 
    
Mrs Blyth and Miss Madderson 
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This week in Year 1 
 

 
This week in Year 1, the children enjoyed singing some songs and exploring some percussion instruments. 
They practised singing in time and in tune. The children learnt the names of some of the instruments too.  

 
 
 

In our forest school session, it started to rain so the children were 
excited to build a shelter to keep them dry. They chose to use 
tarpaulins or natural woodland materials to build a den that their 
whole team could fit into to shelter from the rain. The children 
showed great teamwork, resilience and effort.  
 
Mrs Rogers and Miss Storey 
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This week in Year 2 
 
We’ve enjoyed a creative week in Year 2. In our literacy lessons, we’ve 
explored with acrostic and shape poems relating to the beach setting of 
our current book. In art, we mixed different shades of blue to create a 
coloured wash. 
 

 
 
Miss Briggs and Mr Massey 
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This week in Year 3 
 
This week in Year 3, we had a fantastic time learning about freeze frames! We created our own freeze 
frames to tell the story of The Great Kapok Tree, which has been our core text. We discovered that in a 
freeze frame, there are no sounds or movements, and everything is still. Instead, we use facial expressions 
and body language to show the emotions and actions of the characters. It was so much fun acting out 
different scenes from the story in this way. We can't wait to explore more creative ways to tell stories in the 
future! (We had a few shy birds who did not want to pose for the pictures this week)! 🙂 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury 
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This week in Year 4 
 
We had such a treat in our classes on Friday afternoon, Mr Armstrong, our resident Dr Doolittle brought in 
lots of his creatures for us to learn about. In Science, we are learning about different types of invertebrates 
and how different species are classified. Mr Armstrong taught us about the creatures natural habitats, 
needs and personalities. I think we were shocked, thrilled, curious and a little apprehensive in equal 
measures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
Parlez-vous français? 

 
We started a new topic in our French lessons with Madame Humes. This term, we will learn to pronounce 
parts of the body, describe characters using this vocabulary, and connect ideas into sentences, all in French.  
 
We began the unit by learning the song Tête, Épaules, Genoux, Pieds. 
 

𝅘𝅥𝅮 Tête, Épaules, Genoux, Pied 𝅘𝅥𝅮 
𝅘𝅥𝅮 Tête, Épaules, Genoux, Pied 𝅘𝅥𝅮 

𝅘𝅥𝅮 Les yeux, les oreilles, la bouche et le nez 𝅘𝅥𝅮 
𝅘𝅥𝅮 Tête, Épaules, Genoux, Pied 𝅘𝅥𝅮 

 

 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6     
 
Continuing with our Science topic, Evolution and Inheritance, we have been thinking about Charles Darwin 
and some of the species he studied that helped him formulate his revolutionary theories. First we looked at 
Peppered Moths and how their colouring helped them thrive in different habitats on the Galapagos Islands. 
We then spent time investigating bird beaks and how the Finches Darwin observed on different islands all 
had different beaks. We looked at how different beak shapes had evolved among Finches depending on 
their primary food source. The children loved working scientifically to gain a deeper understanding of 
Natural Selection and Evolution and it also helped them to see that, in nature, nothing is ever by chance 
and animals and plants adapt and evolve for a reason. 
 

             
 

     
 
 
 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

Tuesday 25th March 2025 Year Reception Trip - Scotswood Gardens (Packed Lunch Needed) 

Friday 4th April 2025 PTA Quiz Night 6.30pm 

Monday 7th April 2025 Year 5 - Woodhorn Trip (Packed lunch needed) 

Tuesday 8th April 2025 Year 6 Trip - Discovery Museum (Packed lunches needed) 

Tuesday 8th April 2025 Year 3 Trip -  Alnwick Castle (Packed lunches needed) 

Tuesday 8th April 2025 Year 2 Trip - Cragside (Packed lunches needed) 

Wednesday 9th April 2025 Year Reception Trip - Whitehouse Farm (Packed lunches needed) 

Thursday 10th April 2025 Year 1 Trip - Discovery Museum (Packed lunches needed) 

Friday 11th April 2025 Year 4 Trip - Locomotion Museum (Packed lunches needed)  

14th April 2025 Easter Break 

28th April 2025 School resumes 

Monday 5th May 2025 Early May Bank Holiday 

12th May - 15th May 2025 KS2 SATS Week 

Wc 26th May 2025 Half Term 

2nd June 2025 School resumes 

23rd - 27th June 2025 Year 6 France Trip  

18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm 

 
Opal Needs You!  
 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you 
have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 
 

●​ Wellies 
●​ Waterproofs 
●​ Barbies/dolls 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 
●​ Dressing up items 
●​ Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 



 

​ ​                 

 
 

Upcoming PTA Meetings 
 

 
Day Date  Time  Location Rough Agenda  

Tue 25/03/25 17.30 Library Spring Events Planning details 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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 Calling all amazing parents! Join the Ponteland Primary School PTA and make a real 
difference in your child's education!  

 
 Are you passionate about supporting your child's school and creating a nurturing learning environment? 

The Ponteland PTA is seeking enthusiastic parents like you to join our incredible team!  
 
By becoming a member of the Parent-Teacher Association, you'll have the opportunity to contribute to your 
child's school experience in a meaningful way. With your help, we raise essential funds that go beyond the 

school's budget, allowing us to provide valuable resources and enhance educational opportunities.  
 
We understand that time is precious, and every contribution matters. Whether you can spare just one hour 
or offer more of your valuable time, your involvement will make a tremendous impact. From organising 

fundraisers and social events to collaborating on exciting projects, there's a role for everyone.  
Here are just a few reasons why joining the PTA is a rewarding experience: 
 

 Active involvement: Be an active participant in your child's education journey by collaborating with 
dedicated teachers, staff, and other passionate parents. 

 Making a difference: Together, we can support the school's growth and help provide additional 
resources that benefit every child's learning experience. In June 2023, the PTA were able to donate a 
fantastic £10,000 towards the 2 new climbing frames that have been installed in the playground. More 
recently, we have been able to fund new football kits. And we love to hear new ideas to keep our 
fundraising activities fresh and interesting for everyone. 

 Building connections: Forge new friendships with like-minded parents who share your commitment to 
education and community. 

 Fun and rewarding activities: Get involved in exciting events, from school fairs and fundraisers to special 
projects that bring joy to the entire school community. We have the followings events coming up that you 
could be involved with: 
Providing refreshments at various events, for example, end of year assemblies 
Pre-loved uniform (an ongoing initiative to recycle usable uniform to assist with the school's sustainability 
ethos) 
Halloween Disco 

 Role modelling: Show your child the importance of giving back and making a positive impact by actively 
participating in their school life. 
Join us today and be part of an amazing community dedicated to empowering our children's futures! 
Together, we can create an extraordinary learning environment that nurtures growth and inspires success. 

 

To express your interest or learn more about the PTA, please reach out to  pontelandpta@gmail.com or 
pass your details to school. We can't wait to welcome you!! #PontelandPTA #ParentPower 
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	“If children aren’t in school, it doesn’t matter how effective or well-supported teaching and learning is, we will not see better outcomes for young people. That holds back our society, widens social and economic divides and leaves us all worse off.” Catherine McKinnell 

