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Friday Flyer 
Friday 4th July 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 
 
We’ve had a busy week in and out of school with the first of our end of year assemblies for Years 3 and 5 
and trips to Arbeia Roman Fort for Year 3 and Druridge Bay for Year 4.  We’re looking forward to seeing the 
rest of our parents and carers in school over the next week for the end of year assemblies. 
 
We’re particularly excited about our Kaleidoscope exhibition which runs from Tuesday to Thursday next 
week and the concert on Thursday evening.  The children will all be visiting the exhibition with their class 
but we would also encourage you to visit as a family.  The exhibition will showcase over 1000 pieces of 
artwork produced by pupils across the Pele Trust and promises to be truly magical.   
 

 
Best wishes,  
 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     89.2% Year 3 (Pine) 91.7% 

Reception (Chestnut) 97.3% Year 4 (Alder) 97.1% 

Reception (Pinecone) 95.3% Year 4 ( Yew)      97.7% 

Year 1 (Holly) 95.3% Year 5 (Oak) 95.8% 

Year 1 (Ash)     89.0% Year 5 (Beech) 95.2% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 90.0% Year 6 (Elm) 96.3% 

Year 2 (Willow) 92.0% Year 6 (Birch)  98.0% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 95.2% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.6% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 
    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery  
                  

Nursery released their butterflies into the wild this week. Over the past few weeks we have watched caterpillars grow, 

spin into their cocoons and turn into butterflies. We found out they liked nectar, which you can find on flowers. We 

released them from their habitat next to the flowers where some stayed and some fluttered off. Bye, bye butterflies!  

                     

 

 

 Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
  
Over the last couple of weeks our focus has been on our core text, Dear Mother Goose.  We have used this 
to think about solving problems. We have become agony aunts to both the nursery rhyme characters and 
even school staff and written some fabulous letters.  We have also completed an eggcellent science 
experiment.  We had to decide which materials were best to protect Humpty Dumpty from smashing when 
he was dropped from height.  There were varied results but we all had fun! 
 

            
 Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1 
 
This week, Year 1 have been learning about money in maths. They learnt to identify different coins and 
notes by looking at their size, shape, colour and numbers. They ordered them by value from which is worth 
the most to the least money.  

 

 
 
 
           
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs Rogers and Miss Storey 
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This week in Year 2 
 
Year 2 were printing in the art lesson this week. We created our own war landscapes using a pencil in 
polystyrene. This was in the style of Paul Nash. We then used ink to roller and create prints of our design.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Briggs and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

 
We have been really enjoying our learning about the Romans this half term. On Wednesday we had a trip to 
Arbeia, a Roman fort located in South Shields. While there, we took part in a workshop called “Time Quest - 
The Dig”. This allowed us to become archaeologists and helped us to consider how we discover new things 
about history and use the clues from things  we find to learn about the past. We found some interesting 
things from pieces of tile, types of pottery like jugs, tools and even bones. We also had a tour of the site 
where we got to find out about how some of the Roman army lived - the commanders had a very different 
living experience compared to the soldiers. After some lunch we had the chance to explore the site in more 
detail by going into the museum and the West Gate.  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury ​
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This week in Year 4 
 

Year 4 had their final school trip of the year this week! We cannot believe how time has flown! Despite the 
chillier weather, the children had an absolutely brilliant time working in teams to design Ancient 
Greek-inspired sand structures. There were some truly impressive creations, complete with olive groves, 
pillars and bridges! The children also loved exploring the park next to the visitor centre. We even managed 
to squeeze in some time for an ice-cream! The Year 4 team would like to thank all of our parent volunteers - 
you were super! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell 
 
​
​
​
​
​
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This week in Year 5 
 

Watt’s going on in Blyth? 

This week, as you may have spotted during our assembly, we’ve been learning all about the coastal town of 
Blyth in Northumberland. 

The children have thrown themselves into discovering the town’s geographical features – from its beaches 
to its port – and have been absolutely blown away by how energy is produced there, especially using wind 
turbines.  

To round it all off, the class became travel agents, artists, and geographers rolled into one as they created 
some brilliant posters to show off all that Blyth has to offer. Whether it’s to inform, persuade, or just 
impress with their artistic flair, these posters are well worth a look.  

 

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    
 

This week in Year 6, we began preparing for a very special event: the Leavers' Assembly. The children 
started by recalling their favourite memories and funniest moments from their time here with us. It was a 
lovely—and somewhat emotional—trip down memory lane. Next, they reflected more specifically on their 
time in Year 6 and wrote some thoughtful advice for the next cohort of Year 6 children. For the last two 
days, our classrooms have fallen quiet as the children attended their high school transition days. We can’t 
wait to welcome them back on Monday and hear all about their experiences. 

 

 

Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

7th & 8th July 2025 Kaleidoscope Art Exhibition - Leisure centre sports hall 

8th July 2025 Year 2 assembly and information meeting with Yr 3 teachers - 9.15am 

9th July 2025 Year 5 Movie night after school. £5 per ticket. 

9th July 2025 Year 1 assembly and information meeting with Yr 2 teachers - 9.15am 

10th July 2025 Year 4 assembly and information meeting with Yr 5 teachers - 9.15am 

11th July 2025 Reception Assembly and information meeting with Yr 1 teachers - 9.15am 

11th July 2025 Rocksteady Concert - 1.15pm prompt start - Years 4-6 &  
& 2.15pm prompt start for Years 1-3 

Sat 12th July 2025 Wine & Cheese Tasting. Parents/Carers only. £25 per ticket. St Mary’s 
Church Hall. 

16th July 2025 Year 6 leavers assembly - 2pm 

18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm 

1st September 2025 Teacher Training Day 

2nd September 2025 School Resumes 

 
 
Opal Needs You!  
 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you 

have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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