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Friday Flyer

Friday 4th April 2025

Headteacher Update

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone for supporting our
recent Scholastic Book Fair! Thanks to your generosity, we
raised an incredible £2,352.31, earning us an amazing
£1,411.51 in rewards—all of which will go towards new
books for our children. Reading is our highest academic
priority in school but it is so much more than that - it is
about giving children the chance to broaden their
understanding of the world, escape into new adventures,
explore their interests and hopefully develop a lifelong
love of books. We are immensely grateful to our fantastic
PTA and Mrs Larter for their hard work, dedication, and
organisation in running the book fair. Your support makes
a real difference!

The PTA not only host fantastic events for the children, but they also provide opportunities for parents and
carers to socialise. One such event is happening tonight - the annual Ponteland Primary PTA Quiz night.
The evening promises to be a lot of fun and no doubt the highlight will be the delicious food prepared by
our Pele Trust chef - Richard Bell. Thank you to everyone who has bought a ticket - good luck!

Today Mrs Frame and our Arts Ambassadors have attended Newcastle University as part of our
Kaleidoscope project. Our links with the university are strong as every year, Mrs Frame hosts fine art
students across the Pele Trust primary schools and while they gain experience of teaching in school, our
pupils benefit hugely from their talent and expertise. Long may this partnership continue.

| have included a guide below on tech-related vocabulary as this is likely an area in which the children are
far more knowledgeable than we are as adults. You will also have received an attachment with a more
in-depth overview of emojis which | didn’t feel was appropriate for the children to see and therefore have
not included in the Friday Flyer. Please take some time to read the information as it may prove useful when
monitoring your child’s interactions on their phone.

| am delighted to share these gorgeous pictures of Baby Tailford with you!
Mr and Mrs Tailford, along with big sister Violet, welcomed Toby into the
world three weeks ago and | am sure you will all agree that he is absolutely
adorable.

Best wishes,

Claire Johnson
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Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery (Acorn) - Year 3 (Pine)
Reception (Chestnut) 97.0% Year 4 (Alder) 94.8%

Reception (Pinecone) 97.3% Year 4 ( Yew)
Year 1 (Holly) 97.7% Year 5 (Oak) 94.5%
Year 1 (Ash) 97.0% Year 5 (Beech) 96.8%
Year 2 (Sycamore) 94.3% Year 6 (EIm) 95.0%
Year 2 (Willow) 97.7% Year 6 (Birch) 95.0%
Year 3 (Maple ) 96.8% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.0%

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national)

Absence Procedures

If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to
be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s
education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after
registration, such as phonics.

What does the Government say about school attendance?

At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school).
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily

>

/"

Ponteland Primary School

Excellence For All

TRUST

Can you help our PTA?

Ways you can help...

Are you employed by one of the biggest employers in
the North East who offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you pald time away from work to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today to see If theres a
way to help!

We understand that time is not something everyone has to
offer and we are often asked about the ability to make regular
or one off cash donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference ‘Donation’along with
your name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

5.C: 20-59-41

O

SKILLS

dpta@agmail.com
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This week in Nursery

This week nursery have embraced the spring weather, planting a variety of seeds in the nursery garden, the

woods and even inside nursery! We look forward to watching them grow ®

-

Mrs Wilds
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This week in Reception

Mrs Blyth and Miss Madderson
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This week, we have been learning all about how to stay healthy. We practiced brushing our teeth correctly
and learned the importance of doing it twice a day, using large-scale ‘teeth’ in the water tray. We also
explored which foods help keep us healthy and which should be enjoyed as occasional treats. Finally, we
discovered how exercise benefits our hearts and overall well-being.

How can we be healthy? oot s 20

5#%#*#*#
Hew can we be healthy? o 300 wo s o
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This week in Year 1

This week, Year 1 conducted some Geography Fieldwork and investigated how people use Ponteland. The children
collected a tally chart of the number of people using the library, the park and also collected data of the number of
cars using Callerton Lane. The children found out that Callerton Lane was the busiest area but mainly with cars
travelling and some pedestrians. The park was the least busy area with only 2 people using it at that time. We
thought about why so many people might be travelling along Callerton Lane.

Mrs Rogers and Miss Storey
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This week in Year 2
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Miss Briggs and Mr Massey
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This week in Year 3

This week, Year 3 has continued working with fractions. Fractions have been a complicated concept as we
have had to understand that they represent a part of a whole. We looked at fractions earlier in the half
term as shapes, on number lines and as a scale. We used a fraction wall to explore and investigate different
combinations of equivalent fractions. It involved a lot of resilience and a lot of logical thinking. We started

by investigating fractions equivalent to a half and quickly noticed a pattern - when the numerator is half of
the denominator, the fraction is 1/2 .

Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury
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This week in Year 4

In PSHE this week, the children looked at spending and saving money and considered scenarios in which
they might decide to spend money or save money. They thought about what they would like to save for in
the future, and what they might like to do to earn money as an adult. This has linked well with the
conversations we have had as classes following Colin the Career Bear’s adventures home with some
children over the past few weeks. He might pay you a visit next!

1 Zam e

Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell
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This week in Year 5
Wood you believe it?

We continued our geography focus on natural materials by looking into the importance of Canada’s boreal
forests for timber production, which accounts for about 9% of the wood we use. Boreal forests are found in
the northern hemisphere and have the perfect climate for coniferous trees and the wildlife that inhabit
there. We understand the importance of timber production but also sustainability. In these boreal forests
the trees are always replanted after they’re used as it’s good for the environment and it keeps habitats safe!
Ask us about them - we have plenty more facts up our sleeves.

Equator Pacific

Ocean >
South 1 Indian
America 3 Deeon

- Boreal
- Temperate

| Tropical

Scole ot Equatar

Souvthern Oceon

Antarctica

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford
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This week in Year 6

This week we have been writing our own endings to an animated story called ‘Contre Temps’. This French
animation is set in a peculiar underwater world where a lone man and little girl have to escape the rising
water. The children wrote their own endings to the story and were full of amazing and creative ways to
continue the narrative. We then spent some time editing and improving our writing. We worked in pairs to
look for elements of our partner’s work that we liked as well as any areas they could develop. It was great

to hear the children speak so positively about their peers” work and the constructive advice they offered
was invaluable.

PIC*COLLAGE

Miss Allan and Mr Orme
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Dates for your diary in 2025

Monday 7th April

De-escalation and dysregulation training for parents

Monday 7th April 2025

Year 5 - Woodhorn Trip (Packed lunch needed)

Tuesday 8th April 2025

Year 6 Trip - Discovery Museum (Packed lunches needed)

Tuesday 8th April 2025

Year 3 Trip - Alnwick Castle (Packed lunches needed)

Tuesday 8th April 2025

Year 2 Trip - Cragside (Packed lunches needed)

Wednesday 9th April 2025

Reception Trip - Whitehouse Farm (Packed lunches needed)

Thursday 10th April 2025

Year 1 Trip - Discovery Museum (Packed lunches needed)

Friday 11th April 2025

Year 4 Trip - Locomotion Museum (Packed lunches needed)

14th April 2025

Easter Break

28th April 2025

School resumes

Monday 5th May 2025

Early May Bank Holiday

12th May - 15th May 2025

KS2 SATS Week

Wc 26th May 2025

Half Term

2nd June 2025

School resumes

23rd - 27th June 2025

Year 6 France Trip

18th July 2025

Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm

Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you
have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break:

Wellies
Waterproofs
Barbies/dolls
Toy trucks/cars
Dressing up item

Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc
Metal pots and pans Children’s Gardening Tools
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher) Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour
Lead DSL Support Adviser) Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL
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easyfundraising
Help us make a difference when you shop.
Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

¥ Google Play

. AppStore

Booking.com

JOHN
LEWIS

Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Sign up and search for Ponteland Primary School PTA

Your favourite brands donate between 0.5-15% to us
whenever you shop with them, with no charge to you

Shop with 7,500+ brands including:

ebay M&S  GrourON Argos A R
& vikng asos UberEats
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Do you have school uniform in good condition that your child no
longer wears but could be worn by someone else in the school
community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable uniform via the donation basket in
reception.

Looking for uniform?
All items washed and ready to wear. Please contact
pontprimaryuniform@gmail.com to let us know what you're looking for,
including sizes!

Voluntary contributions to the PTA welcomed.
Money box at reception or bank transfer:
Ponteland Primary School Parent Teacher Association
20-59-61
20669059

{ﬂ’) Pontteland Primary School
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Do you have a child aged 0-1? years? Come along for a

cuppa and chat and to meet other parents. No diagnosis
needed!

JOIN USON:

Tuesday 18th March 2025 1-3pm at Alnwick Family Hub
On St Michaels School Site, Howling Lane, NE66 1D
Thursday 3rd April 2025 10am-12 at Berwick Family Hub
Ladywell Place, Tweedmouth, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TDI5 2AE

Thursday 20th March 2025 10am-12 at Hexham Ft:lmih,' Hub

Cn Hextham First School Site, Beaufront Avenue, NEAS UD

Tuesday Tith March 10am-12 at Morpeth Library
Morpeth Sports and Leisure Centre, Gas House Lane, NEST 1SR
Wednesday 2nd April 2025 1-3pm at Ashington Family Hub
Alexandro Road, NE63 PEF
Thursday 10th April 2025 10am-12 at The Community Hub at Cramlington
Forum Way, Manor Walks Shopping Certre, NE23 6YB (Next to Concordia)




