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Friday Flyer 
Friday 21st November 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 

 
This week we hosted the inaugural KS2 Pele Trust cross 
country competition.  Children from across Pele Trust 
primary schools qualified in PE lessons and came 
together to compete on Monday afternoon - we were 
very lucky with the weather which turned nasty in the 
days after but luckily was on our side that day!  
Feedback from both children and staff has been very 
positive and Mr Smith intends to run the competition 
again next year - Darras Hall Primary was victorious 
this year but we came in a strong second place so next 
year, who knows, we could be the champions!  Next 
week, Belsay will host our first ever Pele Trust 
orienteering competition.  Huge thanks to Mr Smith, 
Mr Tailford and Mr Drane for expanding our sports 
offer and creating opportunities for children to 
participate and compete in new and varied sports. 
 
On the theme of sport, both our boys’ and girls’ teams 
have won their regional qualifier tournaments for 
Premier League Primary Stars and will compete in the 
regional finals in January - watch this space!   
 
While I’m on the subject of competitions, and at the 
risk of being accused of bragging, I’m also going to 
share how proud we are of Hannah (Y5) and Merryn 
(Y4) who compete at an extremely high level in Irish 
Dancing and have both qualified for the world 
championships in Chicago next year! 
 
In the safeguarding and wellbeing section below I have included a vehicle safety guide.  This Road Safety 
week, the children have been learning about the Green Cross Code and how to stay safe and I hoped the 
guide, which looks at road safety from a different angle, might be of use to parents. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Claire Johnson 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     90.6% Year 3 (Pine) 96.0% 

Reception (Chestnut) 98.0% Year 4 (Alder) 92.6% 

Reception (Pinecone) 92.0% Year 4 ( Yew)      96.7% 

Year 1 (Holly) 98.7% Year 5 (Oak) 96.8% 

Year 1 (Ash)     97.9% Year 5 (Beech) 97.7% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 96.3% Year 6 (Elm) 97.1% 

Year 2 (Willow) 97.3% Year 6 (Birch)  94.5% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 99.0% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.1% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery  
 
Nursery have explored their core text, Grumpy Monkey, making their best grumpy faces by using their facial 
expressions and body language. It was hard to be grumpy when you thought your face looked funny!  
 

                                  
 

Mrs  Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
 
This week in Reception we enjoyed lots of wintery activities! We made delicious hot chocolates in our water 
area and we had lots of fun in the snow building snow castles, snowmen and brushing all the snow away. We 
also visited the book fair and enjoyed looking at lots of different stories! This week was also our first singing 
assembly and we loved it! 
 

       

 
 
 
Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1 
 

This week Year 1 have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes in Maths. We have learned that 2-dimensional 
means that the shape is flat and has only 2 dimensions (length and width), and that 3-dimensional means 
that they have 3 dimensions (length, width and height) and can be held. They have discussed the properties 
of these shapes including their vertices, edges and faces, and we have been categorising a variety of shapes 
by their property clues.  
 

 
 
Miss Storey and Mrs Kenyon 
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This week in Year 2 
 
A selection of work from this week in Year 2. From reading to enjoyment to identifying human and physical 
features in geography to adding two 2-digit numbers across a ten in maths, we’ve had a busy week! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey  
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This week in Year 3 

This week, Year 3 had a wonderfully magnetic time in Science! We became expert experimenters, 
investigating the fascinating world of magnets. We discovered the fundamental rule of magnetism, opposite 
poles attract  and same poles repel. In Geography, we focused on settlements and how they develop and 
expand over time. We had a great discussion about what influences where people choose to live, exploring 
how local attractions  play a key role in the growth and location of settlement. Finally, our English work was 
brilliant as we wrote diary entries based on our moving class text, Lubna and Pebble. The children's writing 
was truly fantastic and a real pleasure to read! 

                                

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw 
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This week in Year 4 

In our topic on the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons, Year 4 used their Chromebooks this week to explore the 
pivotal event that marked the beginning of the Viking Age: the raid on Lindisfarne in 793 AD. 

Students acted as digital historians, researching the event to understand why the wealthy monastery on 
Holy Island was such an appealing target for the seaborne Norse raiders. They learned that this terrifying 
attack, where Vikings stole treasures and scattered the monks, sent a wave of shock across the whole of 
Anglo-Saxon Britain. Using their devices, the children practiced online research skills and evaluated 
historical source materials. Ask us what we can remember?  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Miss Davis and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
 

How are our PE lessons going? Swimmingly. 
 

Year 5 has been having a brilliant time at our weekly swimming lessons, embracing the water with 
enthusiasm and great sportsmanship! Following the comprehensive Swim England guidance, the lessons are 
designed to build water confidence, develop essential safety skills, and improve stroke technique. The pupils 
are working hard on achieving their personal bests, from floating and treading water to mastering the four 
main strokes. It's fantastic to see the progress they're making, and they're always full of smiles and laughter 
as they learn vital skills in a fun and supportive environment. Keep up the great work, Year 5! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    
 

Year 6 have continued using our class text, Yellow Butterfly, to develop our descriptive writing. We have 
looked at the imagery in the text and thought about how a warzone would look and, more importantly, how 
it would make the main character feel. We have explored vocabulary, thought about sentence structures and 
looked at some slightly uninspiring pieces of writing for ways to improve them by selecting vocabulary 
precisely, using a range of sentence structures and using ‘show not tell’ to convey both the feelings of the 
character and the general mood of sadness, anger and worry that people in the most terrifying 
circumstances would likely feel. 
 

 
 
Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

Tue 25th November 2025 Yr3 Woodhorn Trip (Packed Lunches Needed) 

Wed 26th November 2025 Individual Photo Day 

Thur 27th November 2025 Year 4 Alnwick Garden Visit (Packed lunches needed) 
PTA Wreath Making Evening. Save the Date! More info to follow. 

Fri 28th November 2025 Non Uniform Day for donation of chocolate for Tombola. 
Winner of Charlotte Tilbury Raffle revealed 

Friday 5th December 2025 Christmas Jumper Day (with uniform) for donation of a bottle for our 
famous bottle pull! 
PTA Christmas Fair. Games, food, drinks, Santa, raffle, tombola and so 
much more!  

Mon 8th December 2025 Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Tue 9th December 2025 Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Tue 9th December 2025 Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day with uniform  
Year 1 & Year 2 - Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Wed 10th December 2025 Year 3 & Year 4 - Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Thur 11th December 2025 Reception Christmas Performance - 9.15am 
Year 3 & Year 4 - Christmas Performance - 2pm 

Fri 12th December 2025 Year 1 & Year 2 Christmas Performance - 9.15am 

Thur 18th December 25 Pele Trust Christmas Choir Concert at St Mary’s Church in Ponteland - 
Performance starts 1.45pm.  

Fri 19th December 2025  School breaks up for Christmas break - School finishes at 1.30pm 

Mon 5th January 2026  School Resumes 
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Opal Needs You!  
 
The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. 

If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls​ ​           Dressing up items 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 

 
 
After School Club Needs You! 
We would love to take any of these off you:                        

●​ Loom Bands                      Beads 
●​ Complete Jigsaws            Lego & Duplo 
●​ Chess Sets                         Knex 
●​ Dolls House Furniture 
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Can you help our PTA? 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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