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Friday Flyer

Friday 9th January 2025

Headteacher Update

It was quite something starting the new year with snow in the first week back and while it looked so
beautiful and the children very much enjoyed playing in it, | know it also created some challenges for the
school run! Luckily everyone made it in and we’ve had an excellent first week back with the children
engaging well and showing this month’s value of effort from the off.

In assembly this morning | was very proud to share Aubrey’s news: in the holidays she made the very brave
and kind decision to donate her hair to the Princess Trust charity. 12 inches of Aubrey’s hair will go towards
a wig for a child who has lost their hair through iliness. Well done Aubrey!

Speaking of supporting charities, Miss Allan and our pupil-led fundraising committee have big plans for this
term. They are teaming up with Mrs Frame’s Art Ambassadors and plan to hold a ‘colour run’ to support our
fundraising for St Oswald’s ‘Tales on the Tyne’ campaign which will see a PPS-designed Peter Rabbit
somewhere along the trail on the Tyne. This follows our participation in previous campaigns with Rio the
Snowdog and our very own Shaun the Sheep. The colour run will be part of a bigger project which will give
the children the opportunity to express themselves and develop their aspirations for the future - no more
spoilers for now but watch this space as it’s going to be an exciting project!

Best wishes,
Claire Johnson
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Are you

A creative person who can work as part of a team?

Someone who can

promote the arts?

tell pupils and parents about art and cultural events?
engage with the wider community?

This year's special mission:

Our aim this year is to use the Arts to support our Fundruisini Committee to raise money
for a variety of charities including St Oswald’s Hospice, contributing to Peter Rabbit: Tales
on the Tyne 2026.

This means working together to come up with creative ideas, help run our fundraising
events, and help organise who does what and when.

If you enjoy being imaginative and want to make a difference, this is the perfect role for
|
youl

¢ Who can apply?

Anyone who loves the arts and wants to use their creativity to support our vision.
“.. How to apply:
Write a few sentences telling us:

e Why you would like to be an Arts Ambassador

e What skills or ideas you can bring

e How you could help use the arts to support fundraising events

Hand your entry in to Mrs Frame by Friday 17th January
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Safeguarding & wellbeing

The Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza has recently published a new guide, _

She said, ‘supporting children’s safety is a shared responsibility between families, schools and wider society.
For parents and carers, this responsibility has become increasingly complex as children’s lives are now
deeply intertwined with the digital world. Many parents face difficult decisions about how to balance
protecting children from online harm with enabling access to spaces that are now central to learning,
socialising and play’. Please follow the link above to access the guide which will hopefully be helpful in

keeping your child safe online.



https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery (Acorn) 94.5% Year 3 (Pine) 97.7%
Reception (Chestnut) 95.7% Year 4 (Alder) 95.4%
Reception (Pinecone) - Year 4 ( Yew) 97.3%
Year 1 (Holly) 95.3% Year 5 (Oak) 94.5%
Year 1 (Ash) Year 5 (Beech) 96.7%
Year 2 (Sycamore) Year 6 (EIm) 95.5%

Year 2 (Willow) 93.3% Year 6 (Birch) -

Year 3 (Maple) 96.0% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.5%

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national)

Absence Procedures

If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to
be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s
education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after
registration, such as phonics.

What does the Government say about school attendance?

At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school).
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery

Happy New Year! Nursery discussed what a New Year’s promise (resolution) is, deciding whether they are
going to get better at tidying up or being a kind friend. We also tried a new healthy food for snack-fruit
smoothies! We watched the fireworks before saying Happy New Year to our friends.

Mrs Wilds
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This week in Reception

Reception have had a wonderful first week back at school. We were so excited to see all of our friends after
the Christmas break. We had lots of fun exploring in the snow and ice and found lots of large pieces of ice in
the den building area. We then worked together to transport it in lots of different ways. We also enjoyed
scooping and shovelling the snow in our outdoor area. We had lots of winter fun!

5 pmmpEEARa Y

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson
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This week in Year 1

We have had a super first week back! We have explored numbers 11 to 19 in maths using cubes, tens frames
and counters. We have been practising how to identify how many tens and ones each number has.

We have also started our new global theme ‘care in the community’ and used the stimulus ‘Up!’ as a base

for our discussion. We have written speech for the characters Carl and Russell and started to think about
how Carl’'s community could help him feel less lonely.

Miss Storey, Mrs Kenyon and Mrs Tailford
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This week in Year 2

We have begun the New Year with more hard work. In computing, we have begun to explore with
chromebooks and learned the basics of how to use them as we begin learning about programming and
algorithms.

In maths, we have been learning about money and how to count coins and notes.

In Literacy, we have begun to uncover our new core text.
We used thesauruses to broaden our vocabulary. We learned
synonyms like ‘venerable’ for old, and ‘melancholy’ for sad.

We even learned ‘Pulchritudinous’ for beautiful.

Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey
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This week in Year 3

Welcome back and Happy New Year! This week has felt like a tiring one as we have worked so hard - putting
effort into everything we have been doing and kicking off the new year with a bang! We’ve been introduced
to our new topic - sustainable development and have made some predictions about our new text “The One
and Only Ivan”. When we realised the book was about a gorilla, it was really interesting to think about what
the gorilla might do. We looked at the front cover, blurb and first few pages to pick out clues that could help
us to make our predictions. Over the coming weeks, we are really looking to reading more of the story!

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw
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This week in Year 4

This week, Year 4 began learning the xylophone with Mrs Wigham, building confidently on the skills they
have already developed through their recorder lessons. Pupils applied their understanding of rhythm, pitch,
and reading simple notation, showing how transferable these musical skills are across instruments. They
demonstrated good control and listening skills, and it was encouraging to see them make connections
between what they know from the recorder and their new xylophone techniques.

Miss Davis and Mrs Bell
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This week in Year 5

A ‘Wonder’ful New Year

Year 5 hit the ground running this week as we settled quickly back into our routines and embraced the start
of a brand-new vyear.

We spent some time thinking about New Year’s resolutions and how the new year gives us a chance to
reflect, make fresh choices, and set positive goals for ourselves. It was lovely to hear the thoughtful ideas
the children shared.

In English, we began our new class novel, Wonder. The children have enjoyed meeting the characters and
making predictions about the story, and we’re already having some great discussions.

We’ve also launched two exciting new topics. In Science, we started our unit on forces, and in Geography,
we began learning about biomes, exploring the different environments found around the world.

With so much already underway, there’s plenty of excitement in the air, especially as the year group looks
ahead to the Robinwood residential next week, which everyone is very much looking forward to!
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Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford
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This week in Year 6

As year 6 embarked on our new English topic we have begun reading an amazing book called A Long Walk to
Water, which is based on a true story. We have learned about the life of a young boy named Salva who faced
terrible hardship and war in South Sudan during the 1980s. He fled the civil war in Sudan in 1985 and
became one of the countries famous ‘lost boys’. Today we began to prepare to write a comparative
information text about the UK and Sudan. We looked at key facts about both nations and sorted them into
different categories such as Culture, Geography and Wildlife. We will use this as a basis for our writing next

week.
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Dates for your diary in 2025

Wed 14th January 2026 Year 5 trip to Robinwood. Return Friday 16th January

Wc Mon 16th February 2026 | Half Term Break

Mon 23rd February 2026 Teacher Training Day

Tue 24th February 2026 School Resumes
Easter Break 2026 School closed on Friday 3rd April 2026
Mon 20th April 2026 School Resumes

Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands.
If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break:

o Wellies Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc

e Waterproofs Metal pots and pans Children’s Gardening Tools
e Barbies/dolls Dressing up items

e Toy trucks/cars

After School Club Needs You!

We would love to take any of these off you:

e Loom Bands Beads

e Complete Jigsaws Lego & Duplo
® Chess Sets Knex

e Dolls House Furniture
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Can you help our PTA?

Ways you can help...

Are you employed by one of the biggest employers In
the North East who offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you paid time away from work to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today te see if theres a
way to help!

Do you have time available to help plan, organise, set up, clean
up and be a volunteer at our many fundraising events
throughout the year? We appreciate any available time, even if
just for one event. Please contact us on
pontelandpta@gmail.com

We understand that time is not something everyone has to offer and
we are often asked about the ability to make regular or one off cash
donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference 'Donation’along with your
name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

S.C: 20-59-61

Do you have a skillset that could help the School PTA?
Marketing, PR, Graphic design, finance, events planning, social
media and so many more skills are valuable to us. This may be

offered as your time or as feedback to what you see and
experience fram the PTA.
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher) Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour
Lead DSL Support Adviser) Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL
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easyfundraising
Help us make a difference when you shop.
Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Ll Download an th E N
[ App Store * Google Play

Booking.com

JOHN
LEWIS

Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Sign up and search for Ponteland Primary School PTA

Your favourite brands donate between 0.5-15% to us
whenever you shop with them, with no charge to you

Shop with 7,500+ brands including:

ebay  M&S ocrouron L \R
@ vikng asos Uber Eats
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PRE-LOVED
&® SCHOOL UNIFORM

Do you have school uniform in good condition that your child no
longer wears but could be worn by someone else in the school
community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable uniform via the donation basket in
reception.

Looking for uniform?
All items washed and ready to wear. Please contact
pontprimaryuniform@gmail.com to let us know what you're looking for,
including sizes!

Voluntary contributions to the PTA welcomed.
Money box at reception or bank transfer:
Ponteland Primary School Parent Teacher Association
20-59-61
20669059
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