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Friday Flyer

Friday 24th October 2025

Headteacher Update
Each week | struggle to keep my Friday Flyer update to a reasonable length as there is always so much to
report and this final week of the half term is no different! We’ve had STEM (Science Technology Engineering
Maths) week including workshops with Captain Chemistry, an array of events arranged by the Friends of PPS,
Reception open week, the continuation of our kindness challenge, a fire drill, Lower Key Stage 2’s tag rugby
festival and a Year 2 trip to the fire station - and that is all on top of our usual teaching and learning!
Enormous thanks as always to the wonderful Friends of Ponteland Primary
School for the spooktacular discos they ran on Wednesday for Years R to 4.
The hall became less ‘sports hall’ and more ‘haunted hall’ as children,
dressed as zombies, ghosts and skeletons, danced the afternoon away! The
fun didn’t end there as we also had our pumpkin and autumn wreath
competitions and we still have the scavenger hunt to look forward to over
the half term break.
Below you will be able to read about the exciting STEM opportunities the
children have experienced this week. Thank you to Mr Orme and Miss
Mears for giving the children so much opportunity to develop our school
value of curiosity.
Our kindness challenge continues to create ripples throughout school and it
has been so lovely this week to hear that this has extended to home. Thank
you to the families who have shared with me how their children are helping
out - it was great to be able to surprise them with shout outs in this morning’s ‘Happiest Minute of the
Week’ in our Celebration Assembly!
Finally, | am delighted and very proud to share with you that we had our annual assessment for the Inclusion
Quality Mark this half term and we have been re-accredited as a Flagship school. In our report, the assessor
wrote:

“Ponteland Primary School continues to be a school that is at the heart of the community.

Inclusion underpins all aspects of school life. Staff are passionate, skilled and committed
to their school community and recognise all children as unique individuals and help
them to develop the values, behaviours, and attitudes to equip them for successful
futures. There is a driving determination to ensure that pupils and adults in the school
reach their full potential ‘to be the best that they can be’. The personal development offer at Ponteland is
impressive. The school values remain a golden thread underpinning everything. This is a school that is
values-driven.”

| hope the children have a restful break after a very busy half term and we look forward to welcoming them
back to school on Tuesday 4th November following our training day on Monday 3rd.

Best wishes,

Claire Johnson
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Pumpkin / Autumn Wreath Competition

Thank you for all of the fabulous entries, it was such a difficult decision to choose a winner
from each class. Here are our spooktakular winners who were delighted with their prizes!
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Safeguarding & wellbeing

Our school is proud to be part of Operation Encompass, a national initiative that supports children who may
have been affected by domestic abuse. This partnership between schools and local police ensures that,
when police attend a domestic incident where a child is present or linked, the school is informed before the
start of the next school day. This allows us to provide appropriate care, understanding, and support for the
child as soon as possible, helping to ensure their emotional wellbeing and ability to learn are prioritised. All

information is shared confidentially and handled sensitively by our trained safeguarding staff.

T —

We are an Operation
Encompass School

For further information, please come and see us.

PERATION
NCOMPASS

In every force. In every school. For every child.




™5 - PELE
{? Egmﬂﬂgﬂrl School TRUST

"fr

Y « )
AP -

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery (Acorn) 93.1% Year 3 (Pine) 94.0%
Reception (Chestnut) 95.3% Year 4 (Alder) 93.2%
Reception (Pinecone) 93.3% Year 4 ( Yew) 94.7%

Year 1 (Holly) 97.7% Year 5 (Oak) 94.2%
Year 1 (Ash) 94.8% Year 5 (Beech) -
Year 2 (Sycamore) 93.3% Year 6 (EIm) 96.8%
Year 2 (Willow) 94.3% Year 6 (Birch) 93.1%
Year 3 (Maple ) 92.3% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.1%

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national)

Absence Procedures

If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to
be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s
education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after
registration, such as phonics.

What does the Government say about school attendance?

At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school).
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery

A busy last week in nursery. Mr Rowe, our school chef, came to visit us to read some of his favourite picture
books. Captain Chemistry visited us to make slime as part of STEM week and our Welly Wednesday in the

woods was spooktacular!

Mrs Wilds
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This week in Reception

What a busy week - STEM week, Parents Open week and Halloween! The children loved having their parents
in and it was great to catch up and discuss progress. We have enjoyed creating spiders and making them
walk, learning about sinking and floating, creating tin foil boats and a visit from Captain Chemistry where we
made our own slime. We also loved the Halloween disco - we all looked spooktacular and we have enjoyed
lots of spooky potion making and pumpkin exploration this week too.

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson
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This week in Year 1

What an exciting STEM Week we’ve had in Year 1!

The children explored science, technology, and problem-solving through a range of hands-on activities. We
began by logging into our Chromebooks and learning how to use them safely and confidently — a big step in
our digital learning journey!

In Science, we investigated global warming and looked at how melting glaciers can change our planet. The
children shared great ideas about how we can help look after the Earth.

We also became junior engineers with Captain Chemistry, launching our own mini rockets and discovering
how important the nose cone and fins are to make them fly!

To finish the week, we had lots of fun exploring static electricity — rubbing balloons on our clothes, watching
our hair stand up, and even lifting paper shapes into the air! It’s been a fantastic week of curiosity, creativity,
and discovery!

PIC*COLLAGE {

Miss Storey and Mrs Kenyon
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This week in Year 2

Year 2 took a trip to Ponteland Fire Station to learn more about modern fire safety. We’ve learned so much
about The Great Fire of London so it was great to see how far safety has come since then. We got a turn of

the hose, to try on the protective clothing and to look around the fire engine. A huge thank you to Ponteland
Fire Station for having us to visit.

Mrs Nowosielska and Mr Massey
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This week in Year 3

What an exciting week it’s been at school! As part of STEM Week, our classrooms have been buzzing with
creativity, curiosity, and discovery. We rolled up our sleeves to filter different soils, tested our engineering
skills by building tin foil boats, and even designed our very own super soakers!

A special highlight was a visit from Captain Chemistry, who amazed us with his fascinating experiments and
helped us explore the mysteries of magnetism.

In addition to all the science fun, we also celebrated Black History Month by learning about inspirational
figures such as Katherine Johnson, the brilliant NASA mathematician whose work helped send astronauts
into space.

It’s been a week full of learning, teamwork, and excitement. We wish everyone a wonderful half-term break
and a very Happy Halloween!

Miss Mears and Mr Shaw
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This week in Year 4

What an exciting week it’s been in Year 4! As part of STEM Week, we were thrilled to welcome Captain
Chemistry, who showed us how wind turbines work and inspired us to think like real engineers. We also took
part in the whole-school DT challenge, working together to design and test our very own tin foil boats. There
were some impressive floating creations! On Wednesday, we danced the night away at our spooktacular
disco, and today we rounded off the week with an afternoon carousel of STEM and crafting activities. It’s
been a fantastic week full of creativity, teamwork and fun!

Mrs Bell and | have been so impressed by the children’s enthusiasm and dedication this half term. They have
truly earned their break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the new
half term.

Miss Davis and Mrs Bell
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This week in Year 5
‘Wheely’ Good Fun!

What an action-packed week it’s been for Year 5! As part of STEM Week, the children have been exploring,
designing, building and experimenting — and having a fantastic time doing it.

We started the week by building slingshot cars. Using lolly sticks and wheels for the chassis, the children
followed a model to construct their base before designing and creating their own cardboard bodywork. From
sleek race cars to colourful creations, every design was unique — and the races that followed were a blast!

We were also lucky to have a special visit from Captain Chemistry, who brought science to life using everyday
kitchen ingredients. He showed us a test for acids, alkalis and neutral solutions, with lots of fizzing, colour
changes, and “oohs” and “aahs” from the crowd!

Later in the week, we joined the whole-school tin foil boat challenge, testing how much weight our boats
could hold before sinking. There was plenty of teamwork, problem-solving, and a few splashes along the
way!

It’s been a brilliant week full of hands-on learning, creativity, and scientific discovery. After all that

excitement, we think the children definitely deserve a restful and weII earned half-term break!
: A O

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford
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This week in Year 6

Year 6 have had a fantastic time exploring STEM week, packed with hands-on learning and exciting
discoveries. Alongside mastering long division in maths, pupils investigated owl pellets with Captain
Chemistry, uncovering fascinating clues about the diets and habitats of these nocturnal hunters. In our
engineering challenge, students researched, designed, and tested boats with various hull shapes to explore
buoyancy and stability. We also ventured into the world of coding, programming Al to detect pollutants in
our oceans — a brilliant blend of technology and environmental awareness. It’s been a wonderful first half
term, full of curiosity, creativity, and collaboration. Year 6 has certainly earned a well-deserved rest!

PIC*COLLAGEH

Miss Allan and Mr Orme
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Dates for your diary in 2025

Woc 27th October 2025

October Half Term

Mon 3 November 2025

Teacher Training Day

Tue 4th November 2025

School resumes

Tue 4th November 2025

Yr5 Robinwood Parents Info Meeting - 5pm - 6pm (School Hall)

Tue 4th November 2025

Friends of Ponteland PTA - Online meeting 7pm. Please email

pontelandprimaryypta@gmail.com to join

Weds 5th November 2025

PTA Charlotte Tilbury Raffle. £5 per ticket

Fri 7th November 2025

Scavenger Hunt - Winner will be announced - sheets due in by 9am!

10th & 11th November 2025

Parents Evening for Year 2 - Willow class only

Woc 17th November 2025

PTA Scholastic Book Fair all week

Tue 25th November 2025

Yr6 Woodhorn Trip (Packed Lunches Needed)

Wed 26th November 2025

Individual Photo Day

Thur 27th November 2025

PTA Wreath Making Evening. Save the Date! More info to follow.

Fri 28th November 2025

Winner of Charlotte Tilbury Raffle revealed

Friday 5th December 2025

PTA Christmas Fair. Games, food, drinks, Santa, raffle, tombola and so
much more!

Fri 19th December 2025

School breaks up for Christmas break - School finishes at 1.30pm

Mon 5th January 2026

School Resumes
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Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands.
If you have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break:

o Wellies Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc

e Waterproofs Metal pots and pans Children’s Gardening Tools
e Barbies/dolls Dressing up items

e Toy trucks/cars

After School Club Needs You!

We would love to take any of these off you:

e Loom Bands Beads
Complete Jigsaws Lego & Duplo
Chess Sets Knex

Dolls House Furniture
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Is your child struggling with sleep?

Understanding sleep cycles
Causes of sleep issues

The importance of sleep
What you can do to support
your child to sleep better

Virtual Sleep Workshop
Delivered virtually over one session.

Thursday 11th September 12:30-2:30pm
Wednesday 15th October 10:30-12:30pm

Visit our website :
@% nland.cc/familyhubs F

..
g o umberiand FamilylHubs ‘ S IGQ P

Here for everyong ACTION

Can you help our PTA?
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Ways you can help...

Are you employed by one of the biggest employers In
the North East wha offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you paid time away from work to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today to see if theres a
way to help!

Do you have time available to help plan, organise, set up, clean
up and be a volunteer at our many fundraising events
throughout the year? We appreciate any available time, even if
just for one event. Please contact us on
pontelandpta@gmail.com

We understand that time is not something everyone has to offer and
we are often asked about the ability to make regular or one off cash
donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference ‘Donation’along with your
name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

S.C: 20-59-61

Do you have a skillset that could help the School PTA?
Marketing, PR, Graphic design, finance, events planning, social
media and so many more skills are valuable to us. This may be

offered as your time or as feedback to what you see and
experience fram the PTA.
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher) Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour
Lead DSL Support Adviser) Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL
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E L= E easyfundraising
‘s Help us make a difference when you shop.
q Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

-
1
* Google Play

. AppStore

1 Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

2 Sign up and search for Ponteland Primary School PTA

Your favourite brands donate between 0.5-15% to us

3
whenever you shop with them, with no charge to you
Shop with 7,500+ brands including:
Bookingcom  €bany M&S  GRrROUPON Argos W

owv @@ viking OSOS Uper Eats
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PRE-LOVED
&® SCHOOL UNIFORM

Do you have school uniform in good condition that your child no
longer wears but could be worn by someone else in the school
community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable uniform via the donation basket in
reception.

Looking for uniform?
All items washed and ready to wear. Please contact
pontprimaryuniform@gmail.com to let us know what you're looking for,
including sizes!

Voluntary contributions to the PTA welcomed.
Money box at reception or bank transfer:
Ponteland Primary School Parent Teacher Association
20-59-61
20669059

{ﬂb Pontelond Primary School
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