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Friday Flyer

Friday 11th July 2025

Headteacher Update

There have been so many special moments this week and you, our parent body, have been in school to see
most of them! Every day has brought a different end of year assembly to celebrate the children’s learning
across the year and it’s been so clear to see their development from September. While all of the assemblies
have been excellent, Year 4’s assembly needs special mention as we deviated from our usual format and
enlisted the help of Mrs Wigham who worked her magic to put together a show to rival the west end! The
children performed an opera called ‘The Last Aliens’ from the Scottish Opera; the singing was phenomenal
and blew us all away. On the note of phenomenal singing, our Kaleidoscope concert took place this week
and was a truly joyful and uplifting evening. Children from across Pele Trust joined together to form one
choir and we were shown just what can be achieved when we come together and share our talent. They
performed a moving repertoire conducted by Mr Rozier from Ponteland High School and accompanied on
violin by Mrs Wigham who had trained the choirs in each school in preparation for today. What an event!

The concert formed just one part of our Kaleidoscope project and hopefully many of you have been to visit
the extraordinary Kaleidoscope exhibition in the leisure centre this week. The exhibition represents the
culmination of a year-long journey across the Pele Trust - one in which the children have explored what it
means to be seen, to belong and to shine. With artwork from every primary school pupil, as well as pieces
from high school students, the exhibition has given us all the opportunity to experience the world through
the children’s eyes: complex, expressive and brilliantly diverse. Kaleidoscope is the brainchild of Mrs Frame
whose vision and creativity has enabled incredible collaboration, not only between staff and children across
the trust, but also with artists, musicians, dancers and cultural partners which has undoubtedly enriched
learning and broadened the children’s experience. There aren’t many children who can say their work has
been celebrated in a public exhibition but every single child in our school can now make that claim!

This week’s Friday Flyer has very much had an arts focus and I’'m going to continue in the same vein by
sharing that our very own Rose in Y6 will be performing the lead role in Matilda at the Phoenix Theatre in
Blyth on Sunday! We heard her beautiful voice in a solo in the Kaleidoscope concert on Thursday evening
and so | know that she will absolutely smash the role of Matilda this weekend.

Amongst all the assemblies, arts events and even a whole key stage rugby festival, our Year 6 children
received their SATs results. The Year 6 team and | are incredibly proud of the effort the children have put
into their learning this year and they thoroughly deserve the excellent results they have achieved.

Best wishes,

Claire Johnson
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SCAN ME

Please take 2 minutes to complete our survey

Parent Survey: Reducing the Impact of Poverty
in Our School

At Ponteland Primary School, we believe that every child deserves equal opportunities to
learn, grow, and take part in school life—regardless of their family's financial situation.

We know that schools can sometimes, without meaning to, create extra costs for families.
We're working to understand how school-related costs—like school trips, uniforms,
fundraising events, and materials—might affect families differently. This short, anonymous
survey will help us understand your experiences and make changes where needed. Our aim
is that no child feels left out or misses out due to money worries and that no parent or carer
feels pressure to pay where they are unable to.

Please be honest—your answers will help us make things fairer for all our pupils.
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Safeguarding & wellbeing

Domestic
abuse is
everyone’s
business

You are not alone

Northumberland Integrated Domestic Abuse
Support Service

= DASSN for adults (Harbour) — 01670 820199

» Children & Young People Counselli

* Changing Behaviour (Harbour) - 03C 02525
* DA in Rural Areas (NDAS) — 01434 40 80 30

* DA Counselling (Cygnus Support) — 01670 853977

Visit: nland.uk/DomesticAbuse
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Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery (Acorn) - Year 3 (Pine) 92.7%
Reception (Chestnut) 93.3% Year 4 (Alder) 96.5%
Reception (Pinecone) 92.0% Year 4 ( Yew) 97.3%
Year 1 (Holly) 93.7% Year 5 (Oak) 93.2%
Year 1 (Ash) 97.0% Year 5 (Beech) 94.1%
Year 2 (Sycamore) 92.3% Year 6 (EIm) 95.0%
Year 2 (Willow) 96.3% Year 6 (Birch) 97.3%

Year 3 (Maple) - Whole school Cumulative from Sept 95.5%

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national)

Absence Procedures

If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to
beiill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s
education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after
registration, such as phonics.

What does the Government say about school attendance?

At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school).
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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This week in Nursery

Nursery welcomed their family to the woods this week for a family picnic. The sun was shining and, thanks to the PTA,
we received a treat from Tony’s Ice Cream van! What a fabulous way to celebrate the end of a magnificent school
year. Thank you to all who came, we all had a gorgeous time!

Mrs Wilds
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This week in Reception

We were so proud of our Reception superstars this morning as they performed their end of year assembly
to a packed out hall! The children all spoke very clearly and their confidence blew us all away - they are
definitely ready for year 1!

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson
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This week in Year 1

This week, the children in Year 1 performed their assembly to the parents and other children in school. They gave the
grown ups a glimpse of what it is like behind the double doors to Holly and Ash class, taking on the roles of Miss
Storey and Mrs Rogers to teach the grown ups some important lessons from this year!

After lots of practicing their lines at home and rehearsing at school, they spoke so confidently and sang and danced
their heart out.

We can’t believe we only have one final week left in Year 1! The boys and girls have grown so much and in the words
of the children... they are definitely ready for a 6 week rest! ‘Watch out Miss Briggs and Mr Massey!’

Mrs Rogers and Miss Storey
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This week in Year 2

Year 2 were lucky enough to have a visit from Penelope’s grandma and grandad John. They brought in lots
of World War 2 memorabilia for us to look at from gas masks to clothes, from ration examples to toys. We

learned more about the war and the items they brought in and we were absolutely fascinated! A big thank
you to them!

Miss Briggs and Mr Massey
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This week in Year 3

This week, Year 3 have thoroughly enjoyed continuing our exciting learning about Queen Boudica’s revolt
against the Romans. We travelled back in time and imagined what it might have been like the day before
her fierce battle. The children explored Boudica’s powerful emotions and thoughts as she prepared to face
the Roman army. We stepped into her shoes, becoming Queen Boudica ourselves, and bravely took the

“hot seat” to answer questions. It was thrilling to speak and think like a warrior queen! The classroom was
full of drama, energy, and brilliant historical imagination.

Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury
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This week in Year 4

This week we took some time to admire the Kaleidoscope exhibition. The children were absolutely blown
away by seeing their own work but also at the work of other children within the Pele Trust! Some of the
guotes that stuck with me were, ‘l can’t believe how much work has gone into this!’. And, ‘Wow, that is my
brother’s work! He has done so well!. The children were so proud of their achievements but also of the
achievements of others. A great deal of collaboration has gone into the project and it was lovely to hear the
children talk so eloquently and proudly about the exhibition.

Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell
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This week in Year 5

Rugby - We Gave it a Try!

It’s been another busy week in Year 5: we’ve been looking at flight databases in computing, creating some
out of this world space poetry and visited the magnificent Kaleidoscope exhibition. To blow off some steam,
literally, due to the heat, we attended a rugby festival hosted by Newcastle Falcons and Ponteland Rugby
Club. It was a wonderful opportunity for our children to have a go playing in a friendly, non-competitive
environment with each other - of course some children were still keeping score - but we were all winners!

One week to go in Year 5, let’s make it memorable!
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Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford
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This week in Year 6

As we near the end of our science topic on classification, we were lucky to be joined by Mr Armstrong and
some of his furry friends. The children got to meet a range of animals and learned about how they can be
classified into groups based on a range of characteristics. We then thought about Linnaean classification -
proposed by the great naturalist Karl Linneaus - and how we could use it to classify the animals we had
seen. The class had a competition to see who could classify the most animals correctly and some brave
souls even got to plunge their hands into Mr Armstrong’s bucket of cockroaches!

Miss Allan and Mr Orme
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Dates for your diary in 2025

i T —.
Sat 12th July 2025 Wine & Cheese Tasting. Parents/Carers only. £25 per ticket. St Mary’s
Church Hall.
16th July 2025 Year 6 leavers assembly - 2pm
18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm
1st September 2025 Teacher Training Day
2nd September 2025 School Resumes

Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you
have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break:

o Wellies Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc

e Waterproofs Metal pots and pans Children’s Gardening Tools
e Barbies/dolls Dressing up items

e Toy trucks/cars
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TRAIN TO TEACH WITH
Northumbria Teacher Training in School @

PELE
TRUST

Exceptional Training and

Teaching Starts Here...
Inspire the Next Generation

Ponteland

Your Pathway to

Are you ready?

Join our highly regarded, school-centred teacher
training programme, accredited by Northumbria
University and start your journey towards becoming
a confident capable and successful teacher.

Our Course:

We are a very supporiive training course that helps you
towards your goal of becoming a qualified feacher.

School-based training, in main placement school from
September

A second placement, in a contrasting scheool in January
Weekly training days with expert-led workshops
Continuous support and development through
observations, feedback and assignments

Teaching build-up to prepare you for teaching your class
in 2026

Extensive time in schools — more than most traditional
PGCEs

Hands-on teaching from day one

Support from experienced mentors, futors, and peer
networks

Access to university resources, facilities, and academic
sessions

Training across diverse school settings in the North East
Excellent employment support and guidance

What we offer:

A PGCE {Primary) accredited by
Northumbria University
Two training routes:

« Primary 3-7 years

« Primary 5-11 years
Training in schools across the
Pele Trust in Ponteland.

\

Entry Requirements:

« A degree (preferably 2:1 or
above —a 2:2 is considered)

« GCSEs at grade C/4 or above in
English, Maths and Science

* School experience is desirable
but not essential — contact us to

arrange a visit
b o

Trainee Testimonials:

“This has been a fantasfic experience,
allowing me fo feel equipped and ready
to be a primary school teacher.”

— M. Thomas

“The support from staff and pupils has
been excellent. This is the besf way fo
gef info feaching.” — A. Cragg

Apply Now:

3-7 yedars course:
https://www.find-postgraduate-teacher-

Contact us:

Alistair McCourt
glistair.mccourt@ppschool.uk

training.service.gov.uk/course/165/Q718

5-11 years course:
ths /e find- Dostqroduc:l’re -teacher-
il 3 /] 85 /2YWC

Lynn Blain
Lblain@peletrust.org.uk training.service.gov.uk/candidate

Apply:

https:/ /www.apply-for-teacher-
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Can you help our PTA?

Ways you can help...

Are you employed by cne of the biggest employers in
the North East who offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you paid time away from work to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today to see if theres a
way to help!

Do you have time available to help plan, organise, set up, clean
up and be a volunteer at our many fundraising events
throughout the year? We appreciate any available time, even if
just for one event. Please contact us on
pontelandpta@gmail.com

We understand that time is not something everyone has to offer and
we are often asked about the ability to make regular or one off cash
donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference ‘Donation’along with your
name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

S.C: 20-59-61

Do you have a skillset that could help the School PTA?
Marketing, PR, Graphic design, finance, events planning, social
media and so many more skills are valuable to us. This may be

offered as your time or as feedback to what you see and
experience from the PTA.
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher) Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour
Lead DSL Support Adviser) Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL
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easyfundraising
Help us make a difference when you shop.
Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

¥ Google Play

. AppStore

Booking.com

JOHN
LEWIS

Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Sign up and search for Ponteland Primary School PTA

Your favourite brands donate between 0.5-15% to us
whenever you shop with them, with no charge to you

Shop with 7,500+ brands including:

ebay M&S  GrourON Argos A R
& vikng asos UberEats
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PRE-LOVED
&® SCHOOL UNIFORM

Do you have school uniform in good condition that your child no
longer wears but could be worn by someone else in the school
community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable uniform via the donation basket in
reception.

Looking for uniform?
All items washed and ready to wear. Please contact
pontprimaryuniform@gmail.com to let us know what you're looking for,
including sizes!

Voluntary contributions to the PTA welcomed.
Money box at reception or bank transfer:
Ponteland Primary School Parent Teacher Association
20-59-61
20669059
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