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Friday Flyer

Friday 2nd May 2025

Headteacher Update

It’s been a few weeks since | wrote about my favourite topic - reading - so | thought I'd share with you some
information from a discussion we had with the children last term which | am particularly pleased about!
We regularly speak with groups of children in order to evaluate the impact of our curriculum and reading is
no exception. We place great importance on developing the children’s love of reading and this is reflected
in the consideration that goes into our selection of high quality books in the curriculum and in our books
spines for each year group.

In their 2024 Literacy survey, the National Literacy Trust found that just 1 in 3 (34.6%) children and young
people aged 8 to 18 said that they enjoyed reading in their free time in 2024. As a lifelong bookworm this
makes me so sad but | am delighted to share that in our own survey around reading for pleasure with Years
4 to 6, the results were very different - a whopping 80% of children reported that they enjoy reading! In
response to the question ‘do your teachers make reading fun?’ one child wrote:

“Yeah you bet it. They sort of act out the whole book and it just makes the book more enjoyable for me
and all the other children and it also encourages the children to read the book again. They also make me
and everyone else be able to express ourselves in our own way and they let us interact and let us join in
when we want to and | think that everyone deserves a chance to read which is what reading is about to
make it enjoyable and fun to do. I think that all of the teachers in school encourage children to read and
have fun which i'm really thankful for :)”

I've said many times that books are a wonderful tool for navigating difficult times and topics with your child
and so | wanted to remind you about our parent library which you can borrow from at any time. The books
are located in the main entrance as they are for the parents to access rather than the children and cover a
range of topics from bereavement to separation to feelings and sleep.

On a different note, this morning, Lucy, l1zzy and Kaiya from Year 6 introduced their new lunchtime club, The
Randomiser, in assembly. | absolutely love when the children show their initiative and make positive
changes in school and this club has certainly created a buzz around school. Lots of children have already
signed up for The Randomiser but the impact has gone even further as the girls’ presentation has inspired
other groups of children to consider clubs they might like to run and this lunchtime I've had visits from a
group hoping to set up a musical theatre and dance club and another group who would like to organise
opportunities for gardening at lunchtime!

| hope everyone has a lovely bank holiday (let’s hope the sunshine continues!) and | look forward to seeing
everyone back in school on Tuesday.
Claire Johnson
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Sporting Update

This week we had not one but two county cup winners! Freddy
in Year 3 represented Northumberland in tennis as part of the
team from his tennis academy. Freddy won in his doubles games
and helped Northumberland come home with medals!

Our other win came from our Year 5 and 6 County Cup football team who became the first ever boys’
primary school team to win the trophy! The only other time a primary school has ever won the cup was a
few years ago when our girls’ team won! The game was played in great spirit and everyone played their
part well in an impressive 4-0 win!
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Safeguarding & wellbeing

Traffic-related incidents are a significant risk for young pedestrians and cyclists, so understanding road safety
Is erucial for children's wellbeing. While all road users share respons|bllity for keeping cne another safe, this

TAKE PRACTICE
JOURNEYS

Making ‘proctice’ [surnays with chldren

s @ gresat way to help them stay soie, therekby
medaiiing responsible behovioors and having
rond safety converaotions os they prepore o
travel independently. Add hazard perceptisn
octivities ke spotting eleciric vehicles - which
may hove o grean number plota = and poing out
haow quiel they ore. Children leom Dy watching
ottvers; rernind tham that thair pears might net
clwoys ba the best rola modeis.,

2 BEBRIGH
BE SEEN

isibility s iowar during darker wintardays, and
drivers need to take sxtra core 1o jook eut for
poductions. Waaring bright and rofloctive
clothing can help make children more visibls 1o
drivers near roads. In poor doylight conditions
encourags children te wear light, Bright or
fiuoreszant elothing. When it's dork, wear
redlective clothing or materbals sush as a
refiective armbond or ook

i
3 EYESUP

Encourage childien to look up and keep their
ayon on the reod. Taach them ko constantly
waolch for troliic and proctise double-checking
the rocd bel crosaing — 3 it ladt and
then right again,

= i W

DISTRACTIONS \“

Whare possilile, devices ke phones should be
ke pt away from childran while out ond about
naor reads If thay're camying devicas, thase
should ba put oway until they ve reochad
destination. Children must olso ovoid playing
with boys or being distrocted by friends. fa
friend wants to show them something funmy on
K phare, e

sotaly arived

S SLOW DOWN

Dlgeuas the importancs of walting Instead of
crossing Immediately, It con be tricky to judge
the spaad of trafiic ond spot obetocies that
could couse atrip or o foll_ For sofety, children
must stop ond think before they guu;u the kery
and should always walk — not run —when
arossing the rood. They should avold crossing
b i Theny i they have plenty of time.
Even i traflic seams along way off, B could
baappraaching wery quickiy.

Meet Qur Expert

X @wake_up_wed:

g STOP BEFORE
THE KERB

Teach children to step before recching the kerk
- nat right ot the edge Halting bafore they
get to the karb allows them 1o seo if anything's
coming, whereas getling too close to tratc is
dangerous, [Fthere's no pavem snt, childien
rom the read’s edge but
il gse approoching tratfic.

7 CROSS SAFELY

Chilldron ahould alwoys find o safe spot te cross
tha road, prioritising zebra crossings er paticon
crossings, foothridges ond subwoys. Find o
ploce whara they con see troffic coming from
both ditections. Avoid crossing near junc tions,
Bersds i the road, or shatocles that Block their
wiew, instead moving ‘o somewhere they can
200 and ba 2ean, Bemind the m to uza thelr ayos
and sars together when checking the reod, os
samatinees they con hear traffle balfore they con
sae it, Locking and fistening whils crossing helps
them quickiy spot traf nchuding cyelists and
matorcyc lists driving between other vehickes.

PARKED
NEWICLES

ng between porked vehicies is very
dangerous, Tecch children o use extro coutlon
W crossing in this way, and, Idoaiy, oveld it
mitogather, Thoy shauid usa the sutside adge of
o wihichs as f 1 wers the kert, waiting and
checking for traffic before moving. They should
ensure vehicles oren’t obout to move, by keaking
tor dieivers In the vahlclas and Hetening for
angings running - but temambar that sectrie
wohicles moy move aft sllently. Thay shauld
olways maoks surs thera is a gap batwaen any
parked vehicles on the afivr side, 5o they can
reach the pavement.

. [
g REVERSING &5
VEHICLES -
Children st naver :Iv:o:::npm: u’l'wtllilﬂ‘llﬂa

g figihits and Batemn out for

or a radio playing inside the vahicle?

{0 WAITFORTHE ¢,
BUS TO LEAVE =07,

Whien getting off o bus, children must wait for it
to loawve befero crossing so they can have o
clear wiew of the rood in both directions, This

National
College’

n Jwuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday @wake.up.weds

Usars of this gubde do se atthelr own - Ha Bability s ontered inte. Current &6 of the date of relasss: 10.04.2025




{? E(Emﬂﬂgﬂrlmy School TRUST

L
2R
ATTENL ds\ﬁm-rens

Attendance for this week is summarised below

Nursery (Acorn) 95.3% Year 3 (Pine) 95.0%
Reception (Chestnut) 97.3% Year 4 (Alder) 92.6%
Reception (Pinecone) 93.3% Year 4 ( Yew) 94.7%
Year 1 (Holly) 95% Year 5 (Oak) 93.9%
Year 1 (Ash) - Year 5 (Beech) 97.9%
Year 2 (Sycamore) 94.3% Year 6 (EIm) 92.3%
Year 2 (Willow) - Year 6 (Birch) 96.3%

Year 3 (Maple) 94.2% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.0%

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national)

Absence Procedures

If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school. Please notify us by phone
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to
be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s
education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after
registration, such as phonics.

What does the Government say about school attendance?

At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school).
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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Can you help our PTA?

Ways you can help...

Are you employed by one of the biggest employers in
the North East who offer Grant Match Fundraising?
Could they help you help your School?

Or will they allow you paid time away from woark to
help with fundraising events?

Chat to your HR department today to see if theres a
way to help!

Do you have time available to help plan, organise, set up, clean
up and be a volunteer at our many fundraising events
throughout the year? We appreciate any available time, even if
just for one event. Please contact us on
pontelandpta@gmail.com

We understand that time is not something everyone has to offer and
we are often asked about the ability to make regular or one off cash
donations to the PTA as an alternative.

Should you wish to do so please reference ‘Donation’along with your
name to the Ponteland Primary PTA account:

Acc no: 20669059

S.C: 20-59-61

Do you have a skillset that could help the School PTA?
Marketing, PR, Graphic design, finance, events planning, social
media and so many more skills are valuable to us. This may be

offered as your time or as feedback to what you see and
experience from the PTA.
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This week in Nursery

Nursery Caterpillars started their week by reading ‘Who is in the Egg?’ before we received a surprise in our
class, ten eggs! We guessed what might be in the eggs, with most of us thinking it might be a lovebird. After
eating our eggy bread in the woods on Wednesday we had a trip back into school to see that 5 of our eggs
had hatched into.....chicks! Nursery Butterflies found 10 chicks waiting for them on Thursday morning and
one white egg. They made a prediction about what might be in the egg, a chick or a yolk, with most of the
children thinking there would be a chick inside. We watched as the egg was carefully cracked and it
was.....a yolk! What an exciting week to be back at school!

Mrs Wilds
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This week in Reception

The children have returned to school raring to go and we have loved our focus on our spine book,
Supertato. We have had so much fun designing and creating our own Super Veggies, creating a wanted
poster for the Evil Pea, creating a supermarket role play, writing speech bubbles for the characters, painting
them and measuring real vegetables. We have also introduced the children to Rainbow Challenges which
they can complete in their discovery time and they have very much risen to the challenge.

Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson
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This week in Year 1

In Science, we have been learning about deciduous and evergreen trees. The children learnt that deciduous
trees have leaves that change colour in Autumn and they lose their leaves in the Winter. They learnt that
evergreen trees have green leaves all year round. As it is Spring, we knew that all the trees would have
leaves on them so the children needed to look carefully at the shape of the leaves to identify whether they
were deciduous or evergreen trees.

Deciduous trees- broad and flat leaves

Evergreen trees- narrow and pointy leaves

We went to the woods to put our learning into action and explore the trees to identify whether they are
deciduous or evergreen.

Wi o
| | !

Mrs Rogers and Miss
Storey
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This week in Year 2

Our focus fext

this week has
This week, we have begun to learn about World War 2, and have been:

asked the question “What would it be like to be an evacuee”. We
explored some artefacts from the time and began uncovering the
story of Lenny in The Lion and The Unicorn. We asked lots of
guestions about how it must have felt! In maths, we began exploring fractions and as writers, we have been
using noun phrases to create beautlful illustrations with Al.

Miss Briggs and Mr Massey
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This week in Year 3

Welcome to Summer Term! This week we dove head first into all things Egyptian! We have been
researching and using our core text “So You Think You’ve Got it Bad” to understand a range of aspects of
Egyptian life. We have understood some of the different clothing styles and different aspects of daily life
including some of the jobs, leisure activities, diet, education and their beliefs. We read information about
these different areas and collected information to teach to our peers!

Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury
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This week in Year 4

This week, Year 4 have begun their new Science topic on sound discovered that sound is created from
vibrations transmitted in sound waves from a source, such as an alarm, in all directions. To develop our
understanding of this, we carried out a ‘duck in a cup’ practical with a plastic cup, a piece of string and a
wet paper towel. We discovered that when we dragged a wet paper towel down the string, which had been
threaded through the plastic cup, the string vibrated and these vibrations caused a quacking noise. The cup,
we later concluded, amplified the sound and increased its volume.

Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell
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This week in Year 5
JAWe’re Jammin’J]

Last term, our music focus, led by Mrs. Wigham, examined composers. Year 5 explored the life and works of
Bob Marley. Take a look at the posters the children created following their research on his music.

% --‘: !

Vi

This term, the children will compose their own music and lyrics based on our school values. They have
started using composition software to create their own sounds and are excited to add words and rhythm to
their creations.

Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford
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This week in Year 6

This half term, Year 6 is reading the book ‘Pig Heart Boy’. It shows the life of a teenage boy who undergoes
a heart transplant. In our guided reading lessons this week, we held a class discussion about whether it was
right to use animal organs for human transplant. The children used their ever improving oracy skills to
challenge and build upon each other’s responses in a respectful and courteous manner. In English, we
thought about the feelings and views of different characters in the book and wrote diary entries from each
of their perspectives.

Miss Allan and Mr Orme
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Monday 5th May 2025 Early May Bank Holiday

13th May 2025 Year 4 Trip - Great North Museum (Packed lunches needed)

12th May - 15th May 2025 | KS2 SATS Week

Wc 26th May 2025 Half Term

2nd June 2025 School resumes

3rd June 2025 Year 6 - Northumberland Zoo Trip (Packed lunches needed)
25th June 2025 Year 1 - Gibside Trip (Packed lunches needed)

23rd - 27th June 2025 Year 6 France Trip

18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm

Opal Needs You!

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime
experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you
have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break:

o Wellies Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc

e Waterproofs Metal pots and pans Children’s Gardening Tools
o Barbies/dolls

o Toy trucks/cars

e Dressing up item
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for. Our
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which
underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe.

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:

Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher) Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour
Lead DSL Support Adviser) Deputy DSL

Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)
Deputy DSL
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easyfundraising
Help us make a difference when you shop.
Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

¥ Google Play

. AppStore

Booking.com

JOHN
LEWIS

Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Sign up and search for Ponteland Primary School PTA

Your favourite brands donate between 0.5-15% to us
whenever you shop with them, with no charge to you

Shop with 7,500+ brands including:

ebay M&S  GrourON Argos A R
& vikng asos UberEats
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PRE-LOVED
&® SCHOOL UNIFORM

Do you have school uniform in good condition that your child no
longer wears but could be worn by someone else in the school
community?

Please donate your pre-loved, wearable uniform via the donation basket in
reception.

Looking for uniform?
All items washed and ready to wear. Please contact
pontprimaryuniform@gmail.com to let us know what you're looking for,
including sizes!

Voluntary contributions to the PTA welcomed.
Money box at reception or bank transfer:
Ponteland Primary School Parent Teacher Association
20-59-61
20669059
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