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Friday Flyer 
Friday 2nd May 2025 

 

Headteacher Update 
 
It’s been a few weeks since I wrote about my favourite topic - reading - so I thought I’d share with you some 
information from a discussion we had with the children last term which I am particularly pleased about!  
We regularly speak with groups of children in order to evaluate the impact of our curriculum and reading is 
no exception.  We place great importance on developing the children’s love of reading and this is reflected 
in the consideration that goes into our selection of high quality books in the curriculum and in our books 
spines for each year group.   
 
In their 2024 Literacy survey, the National Literacy Trust found that just 1 in 3 (34.6%) children and young 
people aged 8 to 18 said that they enjoyed reading in their free time in 2024.  As a lifelong bookworm this 
makes me so sad but I am delighted to share that in our own survey around reading for pleasure with Years 
4 to 6, the results were very different - a whopping 80% of children reported that they enjoy reading!  In 
response to the question ‘do your teachers make reading fun?’ one child wrote: 
 
“Yeah you bet it. They sort of act out the whole book and it just makes the book more enjoyable for me 
and all the other children and it also encourages the children to read the book again. They also make me 
and everyone else be able to express ourselves in our own way and they let us interact and let us join in 
when we want to and I think that everyone deserves a chance to read which is what reading is about to 
make it enjoyable and fun to do. I think that all of the teachers in school encourage children to read and 
have fun which i'm really thankful for :)” 
 
I’ve said many times that books are a wonderful tool for navigating difficult times and topics with your child 
and so I wanted to remind you about our parent library which you can borrow from at any time.  The books 
are located in the main entrance as they are for the parents to access rather than the children and cover a 
range of topics from bereavement to separation to feelings and sleep. 
 
On a different note, this morning, Lucy, Izzy and Kaiya from Year 6 introduced their new lunchtime club, The 
Randomiser, in assembly.  I absolutely love when the children show their initiative and make positive 
changes in school and this club has certainly created a buzz around school.  Lots of children have already 
signed up for The Randomiser but the impact has gone even further as the girls’ presentation has inspired 
other groups of children to consider clubs they might like to run and this lunchtime I’ve had visits from a 
group hoping to set up a musical theatre and dance club and another group who would like to organise 
opportunities for gardening at lunchtime! 
 
I hope everyone has a lovely bank holiday (let’s hope the sunshine continues!) and I look forward to seeing 
everyone back in school on Tuesday. 
Claire Johnson 
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Sporting Update 

 
 
This week we had not one but two county cup winners!  Freddy 
in Year 3 represented Northumberland in tennis as part of the 
team from his tennis academy.  Freddy won in his doubles games 
and helped Northumberland come home with medals! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our other win came from our Year 5 and 6 County Cup football team who became the first ever boys’ 
primary school team to win the trophy!  The only other time a primary school has ever won the cup was a 
few years ago when our girls’ team won!  The game was played in great spirit and everyone played their 
part well in an impressive 4-0 win! 
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Safeguarding & wellbeing 
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Attendance for this week is summarised below  
 

Nursery (Acorn)     95.3% Year 3 (Pine) 95.0% 

Reception (Chestnut) 97.3% Year 4 (Alder) 92.6% 

Reception (Pinecone) 93.3% Year 4 ( Yew)      94.7% 

Year 1 (Holly) 95% Year 5 (Oak) 93.9% 

Year 1 (Ash)     99.37% Year 5 (Beech) 97.9% 

Year 2 (Sycamore) 94.3% Year 6 (Elm) 92.3% 

Year 2 (Willow) 91.3% Year 6 (Birch)  96.3% 

Year 3 (Maple ) 94.2% Whole school Cumulative from Sept 96.0% 

 

98% - 100% Excellent Attendance 

95% - 97.9% Good Attendance 

92% - 94.9 Caution (below national) 

90% - 91.9% Cause for concern 

Below 89.9% Persistent Absence -  Serious Concern 

 
Absence Procedures 
If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return to school.  Please notify us by phone 
call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to 
be ill. 

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in your child’s 
education.  Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving 
after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning opportunities which take place immediately after 
registration, such as phonics. 
 
What does the Government say about school attendance? 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 
DfE report: Link between attendance and attainment, March 2025 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/link-between-attendance-and-attainment?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=e6e8cd73-0c3d-4532-b222-35984e1d594f&amp;utm_content=daily
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Can you help our PTA? 
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This week in Nursery  
 

Nursery Caterpillars started their week by reading ‘Who is in the Egg?’ before we received a surprise in our 

class, ten eggs! We guessed what might be in the eggs, with most of us thinking it might be a lovebird. After 

eating our eggy bread in the woods on Wednesday we had a trip back into school to see that 5 of our eggs 

had hatched into…..chicks! Nursery Butterflies found 10 chicks waiting for them on Thursday morning and 

one white egg. They made a prediction about what might be in the egg, a chick or a yolk, with most of the 

children thinking there would be a chick inside. We watched as the egg was carefully cracked and it 

was…..a yolk! What an exciting week to be back at school! 

 

 

Mrs Wilds 
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This week in Reception 
 
The children have returned to school raring to go and we have loved our focus on our spine book, 

Supertato.  We have had so much fun designing and creating our own Super Veggies, creating a wanted 

poster for the Evil Pea, creating a supermarket role play, writing speech bubbles for the characters, painting 

them and measuring real vegetables.  We have also introduced the children to Rainbow Challenges which 

they can complete in their discovery time and they have very much risen to the challenge. 

          
 
Mrs Blyth and Mrs Adamson 
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This week in Year 1 
 
In Science, we have been learning about deciduous and evergreen trees. The children learnt that deciduous 

trees have leaves that change colour in Autumn and they lose their leaves in the Winter. They learnt that 

evergreen trees have green leaves all year round. As it is Spring, we knew that all the trees would have 

leaves on them so the children needed to look carefully at the shape of the leaves to identify whether they 

were deciduous or evergreen trees. 

Deciduous trees- broad and flat leaves 

Evergreen trees- narrow and pointy leaves 

We went to the woods to put our learning into action and explore the trees to identify whether they are 

deciduous or evergreen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Rogers and Miss 
Storey 
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This week in Year 2 
 
 
This week, we have begun to learn about World War 2, and have 

asked the question “What would it be like to be an evacuee”. We 

explored some artefacts from the time and began uncovering the 

story of Lenny in The Lion and The Unicorn. We asked lots of 

questions about how it must have felt! In maths, we began exploring fractions and as writers, we have been 

using noun phrases to create beautiful illustrations with AI. 

 

 

 
 

Miss Briggs and Mr Massey 
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This week in Year 3 
 
Welcome to Summer Term! This week we dove head first into all things Egyptian! We have been 

researching and using our core text “So You Think You’ve Got it Bad” to understand a range of aspects of 

Egyptian life. We have understood some of the different clothing styles and different aspects of daily life 

including some of the jobs, leisure activities, diet, education and their beliefs. We read information about 

these different areas and collected information to teach to our peers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Mears and Miss Choudhury ​
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This week in Year 4 
 
This week, Year 4 have begun their new Science topic on sound discovered that sound is created from 

vibrations transmitted in sound waves from a source, such as an alarm, in all directions. To develop our 

understanding of this, we carried out a ‘duck in a cup’ practical with a plastic cup, a piece of string and a 

wet paper towel. We discovered that when we dragged a wet paper towel down the string, which had been 

threaded through the plastic cup, the string vibrated and these vibrations caused a quacking noise. The cup, 

we later concluded, amplified the sound and increased its volume.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miss Davis, Mrs Maccoy and Mrs Bell 
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This week in Year 5 
♫We’re Jammin’♫ 

 
 
Last term, our music focus, led by Mrs. Wigham, examined composers. Year 5 explored the life and works of 
Bob Marley. Take a look at the posters the children created following their research on his music.  
                       

 
 
This term, the children will compose their own music and lyrics based on our school values. They have 
started using composition software to create their own sounds and are excited to add words and rhythm to 
their creations.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr McCourt and Mr Tailford 
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This week in Year 6    
 
This half term, Year 6 is reading the book ‘Pig Heart Boy’.  It shows the life of a teenage boy who undergoes 

a heart transplant.  In our guided reading lessons this week, we held a class discussion about whether it was 

right to use animal organs for human transplant.  The children used their ever improving oracy skills to 

challenge and build upon each other’s responses in a respectful and courteous manner.  In English, we 

thought about the feelings and views of different characters in the book and wrote diary entries from each 

of their perspectives.   

 

            
 
Miss Allan and Mr Orme 
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Dates for your diary in 2025 

  
     

Monday 5th May 2025 Early May Bank Holiday 

13th May 2025  Year 4 Trip - Great North Museum (Packed lunches needed) 

12th May - 15th May 2025 KS2 SATS Week 

Wc 26th May 2025 Half Term 

2nd June 2025 School resumes 

3rd June 2025 Year 6 - Northumberland Zoo Trip (Packed lunches needed) 

25th June 2025 Year 1 - Gibside Trip (Packed lunches needed) 

23rd - 27th June 2025 Year 6 France Trip  

18th July 2025 Last School Day. Close at 1.30pm 

 
 
 
Opal Needs You!  
 

The children thoroughly enjoy exploring the different zones of OPAL and it has really enhanced our playtime 

experience. If you are having a clear out, we would love to take some of your old equipment off your hands. If you 

have any of the following items, please bring them to the school office after the Christmas break: 

 
●​ Wellies                                         Shop items: till, fruit and veg baskets etc 
●​ Waterproofs                               Metal pots and pans   Children’s Gardening Tools 
●​ Barbies/dolls 
●​ Toy trucks/cars 
●​ Dressing up item 
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Ponteland Primary School is committed to keeping all children safe.  Our staff regularly participate in 
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look out for.  Our 
pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and procedures in place which 
underpin safeguarding.  It is our paramount priority to keep all children healthy and safe. 
 

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
                          Mrs Johnson (Head Teacher)           ​                  Mrs Wright (Family & Behaviour 

                                         Lead DSL​ ​ ​ ​         Support Adviser) Deputy DSL ​  

 

                                    

                                   

                                                              Miss Dinning (Deputy Head Teacher)                     

                                                                                    Deputy DSL                                                         
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