Rationale for reading at Ponteland Primary School

Reading is our highest academic priority at Ponteland Primary School and our aspiration is
that children will become lifelong readers who are enthusiastic, engaged and who love to
read. From their first moment in school in Early Years, until they leave us at the end of Year
6, we introduce the children to a range of good quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry books
through our core-text approach to curriculum, during their whole class guided reading
sessions and through enjoyment of the high quality texts in our book spines and library.

HIGH QUALITY TEXTS IN THE CURRICULUM

Our core text approach across the curriculum ensures that the children are reading and
studying texts that they are able to deeply connect with and that support their global
learning themes. We understand that the human brain privileges story (as humans are
naturally storytellers) and we have selected high quality texts to bring learning to life and
to support the children to make connections between what they are learning about.

BOOK SPINES

Each year group from Nursery to Year 6 has its own spine of books comprising high quality
picture books, poetry and non-fiction texts with the addition of novels in Key Stage 2. There
is a clear rationale why each book has been chosen and across the spine there is a diverse
selection of books. These books are enjoyed repeatedly across the year (with the exception
of longer novels) to enable the children to become familiar with them and to ensure they
become cultural touchstones for the children to discuss.

Book corners in classrooms showcase the books from that year group's spine.

In addition to our book spines, we also invest in a termly package of books from the
children’s book museum, Seven Stories in Newcastle. These books ensure our children
always have access to new, modern texts and are an exciting part of our storytime provision.

STORYTIME

Storytime is sacrosanct in each year group’s timetable with every class enjoying being read
to by an adult each day.

LIBRARY

We have an extensive fiction and non-fiction library which each class has access to.

Children are able to enjoy spending time reading their chosen book in the library before
taking it home to share with their family.

100 READS

Our home school reading record book includes a list of 100 high quality texts which are
recommended for the children to read over time. This can be a basis for parents to purchase



books for Christmas or birthdays and ensures that the children have exposure to a wide
range of high quality books.

EARLY YEARS & YEAR 1
Phonics and reading in Nursery

Books, nursery rhymes, storytime and storytelling play a vitally important role in Nursery.
Children enjoy sharing books multiple times a day, as a class, with a group of friends and
one to one with an adult as part of the continuous provision. Opportunities to role play and
act out stories in small world are an integral part of our provision with resources from our
Nursery book spine always available.

The foundations of phonics are taught discretely to the whole class in three of their five
sessions in school. These sessions focus on the seven aspects found in Phase 1 of Letters
and Sounds. Phase 1 phonics resources are available within the continuous provision to
enable children to act out the activities which have been modelled by the adults, for example
puppets relating to nursery rhymes.

We have an extensive library of picture books which Nursery self-select and take home to
share with an adult as frequently as they choose.

Phonics in Reception and Y1

In the early stages of reading, we teach children to decode words using phonic skills as their
main approach, alongside which we teach sight vocabulary. Phonics is delivered daily by
the teacher to the whole class.

In addition, children work in small groups of six to read with a fully trained adult three times
per week. These reading sessions each have a key focus:

Reading session 1: Decoding (sounding out and blending)

Reading session 2: Prosody (reading with expression and fluency)

Reading session 3: Comprehension (reading for understanding)

In Year 1, once the children become more fluent, the prosody and comprehension sessions
are combined.

The combination of discrete daily phonics teaching and three tightly focused and deliberately
taught reading sessions ensures children rapidly become fluent readers. Once fluent, the
focus for developing reading is on understanding and comprehension.

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds programme for teaching phonics which
systematically sets out a programme of progression. By the end of Reception, all children
will have been taught Phases 2 to 4 and by the end of Year 1, children will have completed
Phase 5.

Children who require extra support will access an additional, same-day keep-up session
tailored to meet their individual needs around recognition of phonemes or blending.



Reading for pleasure in Reception and Year 1

In addition to a daily storytime, children in Reception also enjoy reciting nursery rhymes, and
singing songs daily.

Reading at home in Reception & Year 1

Each child brings home a clearly labelled ‘reading practice book’ and a ‘sharing book’.

The ‘reading practice book’ is matched exactly to each child’s stage of phonological
development and they are able to read it fluently and accurately; the aim here is for children
to be reading with success so they can develop fluency and confidence. Parents are asked
to listen to their child read, praise their efforts and celebrate their success and then share a
discussion as far as their child is interested.

The ‘sharing book’ is to be read by an adult at home purely for the child’s pleasure and the
enjoyment of sharing a story together; the child is not expected to read this book
themselves. We are aiming to instil in the children a desire to read and we know that this will
also help with the skill of reading. The books we have included in each of our class
sharing-book libraries offer a wealth of opportunity for talking about the pictures and enjoying
the story together. These books are stored outside the classroom before and after school to
allow parents and children to select a book together if they wish.

The children are able to change their sharing book as often as they would like; some
children choose to change it every day and others prefer to keep it for a week or longer for
repeated reading. We strongly promote the importance of adults reading aloud to their
children and enjoying books together and we urge parents and carers to prioritise this as a
family.

YEAR 2 to YEAR 4

Reading practice sessions continue into Years 2 to 4 with children practising prosody and
comprehension across two adult-led sessions a week and engaging in independent reading
activities on the other days. Children read from Little Wandle or Project X books as

appropriate to their stage of reading development.

Children who are not reading fluently, access daily phonics teaching and additional small
group reading practice sessions.

As our curriculum is centred around high quality texts, English lessons provide frequent
opportunities for rich discussion about books.

Reading for Pleasure in Years 2 to 4

As in Early Years and Year 1, each class from Year 2 to Year 4 enjoys a timetabled storytime
each day with the adult reading to the class and the children enjoying the story.



Reading at home in Years 2 to 4

In Years 2, 3 and 4, the vast majority of children will have mastered phonics and be reading
fluently. Those children access books closely matched to their stage of reading
development from our colour banded books which are not fully decodable.

In addition, they have the opportunity to bring home a self-selected sharing book from their
class library to enjoy together with an adult at home to continue to foster the love of reading.

Where children do not have a secure grasp of phonics, they participate in reading practice
sessions in school and their colour band is regularly assessed to ensure they are directed to
appropriate books to choose for home reading.

YEAR 5 & YEAR 6

Through the use of high quality texts linked to the curriculum, fluent reading is modelled to
the children with frequent opportunities for in-depth discussion. Discussions explore genre,
language choices and themes. Children practise inference and deduction strategies and
develop their own opinions about texts. Fluency practice is also included in these sessions
and ensures that children read to an adult and their peers, practise reading around or past a
word to put it into context and echo reading is used where needed.

Reading for pleasure in Years 5 and 6

Children are read to from spine books and class novels most days. Once children are
independent, fluent readers, time is allocated to allow them to choose their own book and
engage in independent reading.

Reading at home in Years 5 and 6

From Year 5 upwards, children take part in ‘Book Club’. These high quality texts have been
chosen to represent a range of genres, styles and perspectives. A reading target is set
weekly, and is completed at home or in spare time at school. To allow every child to access
the range of texts, these books can be enjoyed with a parent, either being read to or reading
collaboratively, or the children may prefer to read alone. The children discuss their books in
a dedicated session weekly with their Book Club and complete short tasks.

In addition to this, all Year 5 and 6 children can access novels from the school and Upper
Key Stage 2 library to read both in school and at home. Similarly, children may bring into

school a novel from home which they can enjoy through the school day.

Children in Years 5 and 6 who are continuing to develop their phonic knowledge will bring

home a colour-band reading book, which should be read with an adult at home.

CHILDREN REQUIRING EXTRA SUPPORT



While our aim and commitment is to ensure all children have completed phonics by the end
of Year 1, it may be necessary for some children to receive focused reading intervention.
Where the need is phonics based, the intervention will follow the Little Wandle approach and
the keep-up materials will be used. Where the need is fluency or comprehension based,
BRP will be used with individual children.

In addition, Lexia, Hornet and Word Wasp are used to provide targeted, individualised
support.

ASSESSMENT

Phonics is assessed summatively using Phonics Tracker in line with the Little Wandle
assessment schedule.

Headstart is used each half term from Y3 to Y5 to inform assessment of reading
comprehension. Year 2 and 6 reading comprehension is assessed using past end of key
stage assessment papers.

Overall, teacher judgement is used to determine children who are working below, within or
exceeding age related expectations for reading.



