Dear Parents and Carers

Reading is our highest academic priority at Ponteland Primary School and hopefully you will
have seen, when you have been in school, that our love of reading shines through. There
have recently been some changes nationally in the way schools teach reading and we
wanted to take this opportunity to update you on our approach to the teaching of early
reading and some of the changes we have made this year. Early reading simply means the
stage of reading where children are learning to become fluent readers through the use of
phonics.

All schools must adopt a validated systematic synthetic phonics
programme and we have decided to use the Little Wandle Letters
and Sounds Revised programme. We will be using the resources
from this organisation to teach phonics to the whole class and
reading to small groups from Early Years up to Year 2 and, where
needed, with specific groups of children in Key Stage 2. In addition,
we will provide additional daily ‘keep up’ sessions for children who
would benefit from extra practice. It will mean some changes to the
books and word cards that children are bringing home to read and
share with you. Each child will bring home a ‘reading practice book’
and a ‘sharing book’ and these will be clearly labelled.

The ‘reading practice book’: this will be matched exactly to your child’s stage of
phonological development and they will be able to read it fluently and accurately. Please do
not worry if your child is able to read this book without any help from you and you feel it is
too easy; the aim here is for children to be reading with success so they can develop fluency
and confidence. Please listen to them read, praise their efforts and celebrate their success.
After they have finished, talk about the book together but only as far as your child is
interested. The children will be taught how to read this book three times across the week in
school and it will be changed at the beginning of the following week. It is imperative that the
‘reading practice book’ is returned to school each day as the children will be reading their
book three times a week in school and it will be needed the following week for another child.

The reading sessions in school will have the following foci:
Reading session 1: Decoding (sounding out and blending)
Reading session 2: Prosody (reading with expression and fluency)
Reading session 3: Comprehension (reading for understanding)

The ‘sharing book: Our aspiration is that children will become lifelong readers who love to
read and so it is essential that we encourage them to read for pleasure. This desire to read
will also help with the skill of reading. To help foster a love of reading, the children will bring
home a book to share with their family. These books offer a wealth of opportunity for talking
about the pictures and enjoying the story together. In Reception and Year 1, the children will
choose their sharing book from the class library and this will be a book for the adult at home
to read to them; the child will not be expected to read this book themselves. In Year 2, the
children will choose their sharing book from our colour book band books and this book can
either be read to the child or they can read the book to an adult at home or a mixture of both.
If there is a word your child is unsure of, please tell them it and don’t encourage them to



guess at it. The children will be able to change their sharing book as often as they would
like; some children may choose to change it every day and others may prefer to keep it for a
week or longer for repeated reading. In your child’s home / school diary, we would
encourage you to make a brief note after you have shared either of these books with your
child at home (or a book from home or the public library). We cannot over emphasise the
importance of reading aloud to your child and enjoying books together and would urge you to
prioritise this as a family.

Towards the end of Year 1 or during Year 2, many children become ready to move away
from phonics based reading books although the point at which this happens varies hugely
between children. Once your child is ready to move onto books which aren’t fully decodable
(words which can be sounded out), they will simply bring home one of our colour book band
books in place of the reading practice book. They will still continue to bring home an
additional sharing book.

If you would like to know more about how we will be teaching early reading, there are lots of
videos and information pages available on the Little Wandle website:
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

In addition, we are producing bitesize phonics information videos for Reception and Year 1
parents so you can support your child with reading at home. These will be shared with you
on Tapestry.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or queries.
Thank you for your continued support.

The English Team
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